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Headquarters,  25th  Infantry  Division 
APO  Son  Ikancisoo  96225 


AVDSMH 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  -  Lessons  Learned  D  25th  Infantry  Division, 
Period  Ending  30  April  1970,  ECS  CSPCB  -  65  (R2) 


SHI  DISJR2BDTIQH 


Location:  Cu  Chi  Bass  Canp  (XT647153),  Cu  Chi,  RW. 

Reporting  Officer!  Major  General  Edvard  Bautz,  Jr, 

ft*  spared  By:  Major  Ralph  J.  Ball  Way,  tJ)th  Military  History  Detachasnt. 

Map  References:  Vietnam,  1  >50,000,  Series:  L7014,  Sheets:  6l3t  I,  II j 
6132  IIj  6229  If  6230*  I,  II,  III,  it;  6231  I,  II,  III,  1 7:  6232.11,  III, 

IV}  6329  IV}  6330  I,  II,  IH,  IV}  633T  m. 

1.  (C)  OPSRATIONS:  Significant  Activities. 

a.  General)  Daring  the  previraa  quarter  the  25th  Infantry  Division 
and  3rd  Brlfade,  9th  Infantry  Division  successfully  forced  the  snmy  to 
continually  postpone  his  Wirier/ Spring  offensive.  through  aggressive  pree¬ 
mptive  operations  enmy  elements  were  forced  to  continue  functioning  in 
snail  units,  unable  to  mount  a  significant  offensive.  Durlig  this  period 
25th  Infantry  Division  operations  (to  include  3rd  Brigade,  9th  Infoatry 
Division)  accounted  for  3,476  enmy  eliminated,  including  meay  soldiers, 
killed,  captured,  and  rallying  (Boi  Chanh)  to  U.S.  forces. 

The  1st  Brigade  had  preeapted  all  eneay  attsapts  to  initiate  an  of  fen* 
sive  In  Thy  Ninh  Province,  prevented  the  enmy  frees  freely  using  the  cave- 
stream  slopes  of  Bed  Ba  Den  as  a  refuge  and  stop-over  point  for  infiltration 
gtpups,  and  successfully  restricted  enmy  infiltration  into  lay  Hinh  Pro¬ 
vince  fren  Cenbodla.  the  enmy  was  forced  to  resort  to  attacks  by  fira  as 
his  prinaxy  offensive  tactic. 

Ihe  2nd  Brigade  continued  to  disrupt  local  and  main  force  operations 
in  the  Trang  Bang^Cltadel  area,  Boi  Loi  Woods  and  Ho  Bo  Woods.  As  the  dry 
season  progressed,  Rene  How  operations  in  these:  areas  farced  the  ensny  to 
further  disperse  to  prevent  ccnplate  annihilation  of  hie  offensive  capabil¬ 
ities,  Effective  military  and  political  power  of  Sub-Region  t.  forces  me 
seriously  reduced  by  the  snail  unit  tactics  of  Allied  forces  in  the  2nd 
Brigade  area  of  operations.  An  additional  ARVH  battalion  was  moved  into 
the  2nd  Brigade  AO  to  increase  Allied  effectiveness  in  this  area. 
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Preemptive  operations  cut  deeply  into  the  vuemy's  reserves  of  rations,  muni¬ 
tions  and  supplies.  Without  these  vital  supplies  the  enemy  was  unable  to 
coordinate  an  effective  offensive  in  the  2nd  Brigade  area  of  operations. 

Close  coordination  between  2nd  Brigade  maneuver  elements  and  Division  in¬ 
telligence  sources  caused  further  breakdown  of  the  Viet  Cong  Infrastructure 
in  Hau  Nghia  Province.  Rapid  reaction  to  exploitable  intelligence  contin¬ 
ued  to  force  local  guerrillas  to  maintain  their  ineffective  posture. 

The  combat  effectiveness  of  the  3rd  Brigade  was  significantly  strength¬ 
ened  by  the  move  of  the  2nd  Battalion  (Mechanized),  22nd  Infantry  frem  the 
1st  Brigade  to  the  3rd  Brigade  AO.  With  the  advent  of  the  dry  season,  eneity 
infiltration  and  offensive  activities  were  on  an  .increase  in  the  3rd  Brigade 
AO,  The  move  of  a a  additional  maneuver  Battalion  to  combat  Sub-Region  2 
forces  has  seriously  restricted  his  use  of  tha  An  Ninh  Corridor  as  an  infil¬ 
tration  route,  forced  main  force  unite  into  taking  sanctuary  in  Cambodia  and 
remaining  there,  and'.'disrupted  lecal  force  activities  through  increased  use 
ef  small  unit  tactics,  combat  patrels  and  snipers. 

Operations  of  3rd  Brigade,  9th  Infantry  Divisien  acceunted  for  1082 
enemy  KIA,  fercqd  Sub-Region  3  uiits  te  operate  in  dispersed  groups  to  escape 
Allied  detectien,  disrupted  Sub-Regien  6  lecal  and  main  force  plans  for  at¬ 
tacking  Saigon  and  greatly  expanded  the  pacification  program  in  Long  An 
Province.  With  United  States  Navy  forces,  3-9  Inf  Div  units  seriously  dis¬ 
rupted  the  enemy's  ability  to  operate  along  canals  and  rivers  within  Long 
An  fro vince,  prevented  enemy  reinforcements  ef  men  and  supplies  to  local 
guerrilla  units  and  reduced  the  effectiveness  of  the  Viet  Ceng  Infrastruc¬ 
ture  by  continuous  monitoring  of  the  enemy's  routes  of  movement. 

During  the  present  reporting  quarter  the  25th  Infantry  Division  con¬ 
tinued  Phase  IV  ef  Operation  TQAN  THING  in  Tay  Ninh,  Hau  Nghia  and  Long  An 
Provinces.  Planning  guidance  stressed  the  promotion  of  small  unit  combined 
operations  with  emphasis  on  upgrading  RF/PF/PSDF  and  ARVN  force3  while 
stressing  night  eperatiens.  While  ‘searching  for  main  force  units,  Division 
elements  sought  every  opportunity  to  annihiliate  local  force  units,  er  in¬ 
filtration  groups  through  coordination  of  night  patrols,  detection  devices 
and  responsive  firepower.  The  Trepic  Lightning  Division  stressed  small  unit 
operations,  pacification,  upgrading  of  ARVN/RF/PF/PSDF  forces  and  security 
of  lines  of  communications.  Contact  was  exploited  to  the  maximum  effort 
possible.  Snphasis  was  placed  on  upgrading  hamlets  and  contested  villages. 

The  1st  Brigade  operated  in  Tay  Ninh  Province  with  four  Battalions  and 
was  responsible  for  security  on  Highways  22  and  26,  for  combined  operations 
with  South  Vietnamese  units  around  Tay  Ninh  City  and  for  coverage  of  the 
area  around  Nui  Ba  Den.  The  1st  Brigade  was  given  the  mission  of  conduc¬ 
ting  airaebila,  reconnaissance,  denial,  and  ambush  missions  throughout  the 
aroa  ef  operations,  and  for  eagle  float  operations  with  the  U.S.  Navy  on 
the  Vam  Co  Dong  River;  continuing  participation  in  the  cembined  USj/RF/PF 
defense  ef  Tay  Ninh  City;  preparing  to  insert  and  extract  Ranger  teams  ard 
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in* tall  sensor  devices  in  conjunction  with  .tnd  in  support  of  Division  pro¬ 
grams,  and  continuing  tha  pacification  effort  in  conjunction  with  GVN  forces 
in  Phu  Khuong,  Phuoc  Ninh,  Hieu  Thien  and  Khiem  Hanh  Districts, 

The  1st  Brigade  was  composed  of  2nd  Battalion,  34th  Armor  (-);  3rd  Bat¬ 
talion.  22nd  Infantry;  4th  Battalion,  9th  Infantry;  und  4th  Battalion  (Mech¬ 
anized),  23rd  Infantry.  The  1st  Brigade  was  supported  by  7th  Battalion,  11th 
Artillery. 

The  2nd  Brigade  operated  with  two  Battalions  and  one  Cavalry  Squadron 
in  the  central  portion  of  the  Division  TAOI  and  conducted  security  along 
Highways  6A,  7A,119  and  26.  Tho  Brigade  conducted  multiple  airmobile  op¬ 
erations,  mechanized  reconnaissance  operations,  night  combat  patrols,  and 
other  offensive  operations  in  Khiem  Hanh,  Trang  Bang,  Cu  Chi,  upper  Phu  Hoa 
Districts,  and  the  Michelin  Plantation  area.  Tactical  emphasis  was  placed 
on  small  unit  operations  geared  to  the  detection  and  elimination  of  Local 
guerrilla  and  support  forces,  and  dispersed  elements  of  Sub-Region  1  forces 
in  tho  Citadel  area  and  Boi  Loi  and  Ho  Bo  Woods,  The  2nd  Brigade  continued 
to  support  upgrading  of  GVN  forces  in  Trang  Bang  and  Cu  Chi,  Pacification 
and  upgrading  of  contested  hamlets  and  villages  received  primary  emphasis. 

The  2nd  Brigade's  maneuver  Battalions  were  1st  Battalion  (Mechanized), 

5th  Infantry;  2nd  Battalion,  12th  Infantry;  and  3rd  Squadron,  4th  Cavalry 
(-)  (until  26  February),  all  supported  by  the  1st  Battalion,  8th  Artillery. 

The  3rd  Brigade's  four  maneuver  Battalions  operated  in  the  southern 
portion  of  Hau  Nghia  Province  with  responsibility  for  route  security  along 
Highways  6A,  7A,  8A,  10  and  1  and  the  pacification  program  in  the  Bae  Trai 
area.  The  3rd  Brigade  was  directed  to  continue  ejection  and  exclusion  oper¬ 
ations  in  Due  Hue,  Cue  Hoa  and  Cu  Chi  Districts,  Hau  Nghia  Province  and 
Phu  Hoa  District,  Binh  Duong  Province,  Brigade  units  in  conjunction  uith 
ARVN/RF/PF  and  U.S,  Navy  forces  operated  along  the  Vam  Co  Dong  River.  3rd 
Brigade  was  tasked  with  responsibility  for  defense  of  Cu  Chi  Base  Camp  and 
designated  one  battalion  as  Division  Ready  Reaction  Force.,  Pacification 
consolidation  operations  were  conducted  in  coordination  with  Hau  Nghia  Prov¬ 
ince  and  Due  Hue  and  Due  Hoa  Districts. 

The  3rd  Brigade  maneuver  Battalions  were  1st  Battalion,  27th  Infantry; 

2nd  Battalion,  14th  Infantry;  2nd  Battalion  (Mechanized),  22nd  Infantry;  and 
2nd  Battalion,  27th  Infantry.  Support  was  provided  by  2nd  Battalion,  77th 
Artillery. 

The  3rd  Brigade,  9th  Infantry  Division  (OPCGN  to  the  25th  Infantry  Divi¬ 
sion)  operated  with  four  Battalions  in  Long  An  Prevince  area  with  respensibil- 
ity  for  the  security  of  Highways  4,  18  and  23  and  the  local  pacification  pro¬ 
gram.  The  Brigade  reacted  to  exploit  current  intelligence  and  conducted  multi¬ 
ple  airmobile,  reconnaissance,  checkerboard,  bushmaster  and  riverine  operations 
in  Long  An  Province.  Continued  emphasis  was  placed  on  combined  operations 
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and  upgrading  iXn/SF/TT  forces.  The  lArlgada  sought  to  locate  tad  destroy 
loctl  fare#  unlit  tad  almsant*  of  SR_3,  Sft-6  and  ttt  BTA  Regiment.  Special 
notion  taut'  worked  with  district  Rl/7f  foroet.  Riverine  opc  rati  cat  were 
conducted  with  U.S.  Navy  forces  on  to#  Van  Co  Dong  aad  Tan  Co  Tey  rivers. 
Aptotic  uta  placed  on  upgrading  of  VC  or  contested  Tillage*. 

The  3rd  Brigade,  9th  Infantry  Division's  naneave*  Battalions  vera  2nd 
Battalion  (Mechanised) ,  47th  Infantry;  2nd  Battalion,  6Cth  Infantry;  5th 
Battalion,  60th  Infantry;  and  6th  Battalion,  31  at  Infantry.  The  Brigade  vat 
supported  by  2nd  Battalion,  4th  Artillery. 

Thar*  was  no  significant  increase  In  enemy  activity  during  the  first 
weak  of  the  reporting  quarter  (1-7  February) .  Main  force  unit*  continued 
to  avoid  contact  while  attempting  to  replenish  logistical  base*,  during  the 
three-day  enemy  TET  ceasefire  which  began  on  6  February.  Sub-regional 
forces  throughout  the  Hvision  TAOX  continued  to  be  primarily  concerned 
with  the  transportation  of  food  and  supplies  for  possible  post-TKI  activi¬ 
ties.  (See  372d  Radio  Research  Company,  303d  Radio  Research  Battalion 
Historical  Report  for  this  period. ) 

Three  shelling  Incidents  were  reported  in  the  1  at  Brigade  area  of  oper¬ 
ations  during  the  first  week  of  February.  A  night  defensive  position  of 
Company  &  and  one  platoon,  Company  C,  3rd  Battalion,  22nd  Infantry  with  Com¬ 
pany  A,  2nd  Battalion,  34th  Armor,  located!  $  kilometers  northeast  of  Trai  11 
(XTli427t1 ) ,  recti ved  1 5  rounds  of  82m  nortar  fire,  all  landing  inside  the 
wire.  Che  U.S.  soldier  was  wounded.  No  U.S.  casualties  were  sustained  In 
either  of  the  other  attacks  by  fire.  Activity  within  the  tat  Brigade  AO  re¬ 
tained.  at  a  low  level  during  this  period.  In  three  separate  contacts  during 
the  week,  tat  Brigade  forces  accounted  for  tea  tamj  killod.  The  largest 
action  occurred  4  kilometers  vest-northwest  of  the  Ben  Cui  Rubber  Plantation 
(XT401463)  on  2  February.  Snipers  from  Company  C,  4th  Battalion  (Mechanised), 
23rd  Infantry  engaged  six  enemy  with  organic  weapons,  Night  Hawk  helicopter 
and  three  artillery  batteries  (422  rounds)  at  1900  hours,  resulting  in  six 
enemy  kill  tad.  There  were  no  U.S,  casualti  es  from  enemy  return  fire  of  small 
arms,  automatic  weapons,  M79  granade  launchers  and  hand  grenades.  Firing 
ceased  at  1915  hours. 

No  shilling  incidents  were  reported  in  the  2nd  Brigade  area  of  opera* 
tiona  during  1-7  February.  Rear  service  and  supply  groups  ware  quite  ac¬ 
tive  during;  the  week  &a  2nd  Brigade  elements,  killed  26  enemy  and  captured 
1i7  pri« oners-of-war  in  17  separate  contacts.  Between  1525  hours  and  1730 
hours  on  1  February,  Troop  A,  3rd  Squadron,  4th  Cavalry,  operating  5  M lo¬ 
ne  tars  northwest  of  Ben  Sue  (XT5235)  in  the  lower  Boi  Loi  Woods,  captured 
1<7  prisoner s-o^var  and  evacuated  four  AK47  rifles*  All  of  the  FW»  wore 
members  of  the  C160  (Rice  Procurement)  Company  of  the  33  Rear  Service 
Group.  During  interrogation  it  was  learned  that  the  strength  of  the  com¬ 
pany  was  30  men  and  that  the  company  was  located  in  the  contact  area.  The 
PWs  were  easily  induced  to  surrerder  and  at  least  one  of  them  was  carrying 
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a  Chita  Hoi  leaflet.  Thie  is  additional  evidence  that  the  low  morale  en¬ 
countered  in  SR-1  combat  units  has  spread  to  the  logistical  support  unite 
as  well*  Of  the  17  FWs,  six  were  classified  as  VC-PW,  rise  as  KVA-PW,  and 
two  of  the  FWs  rallied  and  were  classified  as  returnees. 

Troop  1,  3rd  Squadron,  4th  Cavalry  located  a  cache  in  e  hole  five  kilo¬ 
meters  northwest  of  Dan  fieng  (Xf 455505)  at  1345  hours  on  1  February.  Bvao- 
usted  were  two  M60  machine  guns,  two  .30  caliber  machine  gnus,  one  M16  rifle 
and  1000  rounds  of  .30  caliber  anpumition.  Two  RPG  rounds  wera  destroyed. 

4  ccmbat  patrol  from  Company  0,  1st  Battalion  (Mechanised),  5th  Infan* 
try  killed  seven  enemy  in  a  contact  which  began  at  0055  hours  on  5  February 
6  kilometers  north  of  Xrung  Imp  (IT 573 279)  in  the  Ho  Bo  Woods.  The  contact 
started  when  the  combat  patrol  received  hand  grenades  from  an  estimate!  ID- 
15  enemy.  The  enemy  wars  killed  by  small  arms,  automatic  weapons- and  heli¬ 
copter  gunships.  U.S.  forces  bad  one  soldier  wounded  by  hand  gremmds  frag¬ 
ments.  Two  1147  rifles,  one  K54  pistol,  $  pound  of  documents  and  50  flash¬ 
light  batteries  were  evacuated.  The  following  day  (&  February)  at  0015 
hours,  a  security  patrol  from  C/1-5  Inf  (M)  engaged  10-20  enemy  moving  east 
towards  the  Ho  Bo  Woods  in  the  Citadel  are*  2  kilometers  southwest  (1x558- 
265)  of  the  previous  morning's  contact.  Organic  weapons,  one  light  fire 
team  and  an  AC-11 9  "Shadow"  fires,  were  employed  during  the  contact,  killing, 
ten  enmty  soldiers.  The  enemy  force  returned  fire  with  small  arms  and 
automatic  weapons  wounding  four  U.S.  soldiers,  two  of  wham  died  of  wounds. 
Two  1147  rifles  were  evacuated  and  numerous  blood  trails  were  located  at 
the  oontaet  site.  The  enemy  broke  contact  at  0210  hours.  At  0800  hours,  a 
wounded  prisoner-of-war  was  captured  at  the  contact  site.  Tee  PW  identified 
his  unit  as  the  2  Company,  Thanh  Mien  Battalion,  SR-1,  a  rice  transportation 
unit.  The  Thanh  Nlen  Battalion  is  unidentified  and  is  most  likely  a  code 
name  for  a  rear  service  element  of  SB-;, 

Activity  was  at  a  low  level  in  the  3rd  Brigade  area  of  operations  ss 
U.S.  forces  killed  seven  enemy  soldiers  and  captured  four  prieooers-of-wmr 
in  seven  separate  contacts.  One  enemy  attack  ty  Tire  was  reported  during 
the  first  week  of  February.  Beginning  at  1614  hours  on  4  February,  Company 
D,  1st  Battalion,  27th  lafaatyy  received  four  rounds  of  60ma  mortar  fire 
75  meters  from  their  position  located  in  the  Plain  of  Reeds  2  kilometers 
from  the  Cambodian  Border  (XT2711T5).  There  were  no  U.S.  casualties. 

Company  3,  2nd  Battalion,  14th  Infantry  bepm  an  operation  on  2  Feb¬ 
ruary  in  the  Filhol  Rubber  Plantation  (XT6720)  northeast  of  Ou  Chi  to  rout 
enemy  forces  in  this  area.  SLements  of  the  Ou  Chi  District  Force  and  266 
VC/kVA  Regiment  are  known  to  use  thle  area  as  a  base  of  operations.  Am 
of  7  February,  B/2-14  Inf  had  killed  four  enemy  in  this  operation  which  is 
still  continuing. 

Company  A,  2nd  Battalion,  27th  Infantry  located  a  cache  in  the  brush  6 
kilometers  north  of  Hi  op  Hoa  at  1310  hours  on  3  February,  Evacuated  were 
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four  30  Found  ChiCom  claymore  mines,  85  found*  of  6Ga*  mortar  eamnltlon, 

108  rifle  grenade*,  45  pound*  of  C-4  explosive,  20  feet  of  detonating  cord, 
120  60M  ■  or  tar  fuses,  three  hcoenode  grenades,  one  81  an  sorter  round,  750 
rounds  of  AX  ammunition  and  seven  pounds  of  documents, 

Elements  of  3rd  Brigade,  9th  Infantry  Division  continued  to  apply  pres¬ 
sure  to  active  enemy  resupply  and  support  el  aunts  vithin  their  ares  at  oper¬ 
ations  as  59  enemy  were  killed  and  two  prioners-cf-war  captured  in  28  sep¬ 
arate  contacts. 

Company  B,  6th  Battalion,  31  at  Infantry  engaged  an  unknown  number  of 
enemy  5  kilometers  sooth  of  Ben  Luc  (XS624716)  at  0930  hours  on  1  February. 
On*  essay  was  killed  by  organic  weapons  fire,  one  prisoner-of-war  was  cap¬ 
tured  and  one  Hoi  Chanh  was  received.  AH  three  of  the  enemy  were  identi¬ 
fied  as  member*  of  the  VCI.  Two  Ml  6  rifles  and  one  9ma  drowning  pistol  were 
evacuated.  Six  kilometers  southeast  of  this  contact  (XS682694)  at  1200 
hours,  B/6-31  Inf  and  helicopter  gunahlps  of  the  118th  Assault  Helicopter 
Company  engaged  four  enemy  soldiers,  killing  all  four.  Two  Ml  carbines  and 
two  Thompson  submachine  gone  were  evacuated. 

Company  A,  2nd  Battalion  (Mechanized),  47th  Infantry  engaged  an  unknown 
number  of  enemy  while  conducting  a  night  patrol  4,5  kilometers  northeast  of 
Binfc  Phone  (XS630593)  at  1955  hours  on  1  February.  Seven  enemy  soldiers 
were  killed  by  organic  weapons  fire,  TAC  air  strikes  and  "Fire  Dragon" 

(ARVH  AC-119).  Q&e  U*S.  soldier  was  wounded  ty  enemy  mmll  arms  fire.  Two 
AI47  rifle*  were  evacuated. 

At  1200  hours  on  3  February,  Company  A,  6th  Battalion,  31  at  Infantry 
located  a  cache  9  kilometer*  northeaat  of  Thwy  Dong  (XS356840),  and  evacuated 
Id  l07ma  rockets  with  fuses. 

On  3  February,  elements  of  2nd  Battalion,  60th  Infantry  accounted  for 
ten  enemy  killed  in  three  separate  contacts  6.5  kilometers  northwest  of  Tan 
Tru.  At  1210  hours.  Company  D  received  small  arms  fire  from  an  unknown 
□umber  of  enemy  (XS628681),  wounding  one  B.S.  soldier.  Returning  fir*  with 
organic  weapons  and  helicopter  gunahlps  of  the  118th  ABC,  five  of  the  enemy 
were  killed.  Captured  documents  identified  th<*  C2JA  Company  of  th*  K7  Sap¬ 
per  Battalion,  1i  MYA  Regiment.  Three  and  one-fealf  hours  later  (1540  hours), 
gunahlps  of  the  118th  AHC  and  the  <*&  ship,  2-60  Inf  engaged  two  enemy  200 
meter*  southeast  of  the  earlier  contact  (XS631680),  killing  both  of  tbs  en¬ 
eay  soldiers.  At  1720  hours.  Company  A  with  gunahlps  of  the  118th  AEG  and 
troop  B,  3rd  Squadron,  17th  Air  Cavalry  engaged  three  enemy  soldiers  200 
maters  north  of  th*  earliest  contact  (IS626684)  and  killed  all  three  of  the 
simmy  soldiers.  Two  AX47  rifles  were  evacuated, 

A  prisoner-of-war  captured  by  Company  B,  6th  Battalion,  31st  Infantry 
on  5  February,  5  kilometers  west  of  Can  Clone  (XS782734),  identified  hie 
unit  as  the  C3  Company,  Dong  Phu  Battalion*  The  IV  stated  that  the  bat¬ 
talion's  strength  was  too  low  to  carry  out  spy  offensive  operations  and 
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that  it#  present  mission  was  to  guard  My  Loc  (V)  (XS7972)  cadre.,  The  PW  al¬ 
so  revealed  that  families  of  NVA  ralliers  were  being  punished  because  of 
their  relatives  rallying  to  the  0 VN.  For  this  reason,  the  men  of  the  Dong 
Pbu  Battalion  are  afraid  to  rally  even  though  they  want  to.  The  morale  in 
the  battalion  is  very  low  and  the  soldiers  do  not  want  to  fight  any  longer, 
however,  they  will  not  rally  for  foot*  of  reprisals  against  their  families 
in  North  Vietnam, 

Energy  initiated  activity  throughout  tha  25th  Infantry  Division's  TAOI 
decreased  slightly  during  the  second  week  of  February  (8-14  February),  bat 
continue!  at  a  moderate  level.  Main  force  units  continued  to  avoid  con» 
tact  while  experiencing  a  lade  of  logistical  support,  It  also  became  ap¬ 
parent  as  a  result  of  information  received  from  a  prisoner-of-war  and  doc¬ 
ument  readouts  that  enemy  units  have  undergone*  a  peeled  of  reorganization 
throughout  the  sub-regions.  Areas  of  main  enery  miti/rced  activity  were 
southwest  of  the  Straight  Edge  Woods  and  in  the  vicinity  of  Tty  ftinfc.  Min¬ 
ing  activity  continued  at  a  moderate  level  with  the  main  areas7  of  mining 
activity  located  in  the  Sugar  Mill  and  east  of  Blah  Pfcaoc,  In  addition, 
emphasis  was  placed  on  the  political  reindoc trine W.on  of  enemy  troop#  in  an 
attempt  to  limit  the*  effects  of  the  Chieu  Hoi  prognsa,  while  attempting  to 
increase  military  prosslytism  of  GVN  t*ooj*0 

Ctoe  ahalling  incident  was  reported  in  the  2,5th  Infantry  Division  TAOI 
during  the.  second  week  of  i'ebtvvny,  A  1st  brigade  elsraont,  Company  B,  4th 
Battalion,  9th  Irnntry,  located  at  Fat roi  ha:;<.  White,  j  kilometers  aouth- 
soutfaveet  of  the  Renegade  Woods  ^XT234306),  observed  seven  rounds  of  75am 
recoilless  rifle  fire  impact  oufcmide  th<r  wire  at  1105  hours  on  11  February. 

In  five  separate  contacts,  1st  Brigade  elements  killed  22  enemy  and 
captured  three  prisonera-of-war .  A  contact  involving  Companies  A  and  B,  4th 
Battalion,  9th  Infantry  and  elements  of  2nd  Battalion,  34th  Armor,  3,5  kilo- 
meters  east  of  Trai  Bi  (XT1 56686)  on  8  February,  resulted  In  15  enemy  killed 
and  two  prisoners~of®uar«  Beginning  at  0620  hours  the  U.S.  forces  engaged 
an  urknoun  number  of  enerry  moving  northwest  with  six  light  fire  teams,  six 
TAC  air  strikes  and  two  artillery  batteries  (2.6?  rounds).  The  enemy  fores 
returned  fire  with  RPOs  but  there  were  no  U.S,  casualties.  Evacuated  were 
five  AI47  rifles,  one  Ml  6  rifle,  one  045  caliber  postol,  one  RPC  launcher, 

15  rounds  of  RFC  assainition,  five  ChlCam  hand  grenades  and  -£  pound  of  doc- 
taunts.  Both  PW  interrogation  and  document  readout  identified  the  enemy 
contacted  as  elements  of  the  82  Rear  Service  Croup,  At  10H5  hours  the 
following  day  (9  February),  A/4^  Inf  captured  one  additional  PW,  300  meters 
north  of  the  previous  day's  contact. 

Activity  in  the  2nd  Brigade  area  of  operations,  while  decreasing  during 
the  week,  continued  ut  a  moderate  level  with  most  of  the  activity  being  lim¬ 
ited  to  logistical  resupply  by  rear  service  units »  In  nine  separate  con¬ 
tacts,  18  ensmy  ware  killed  by  2nd  Brigade  forces.  On  9  February  at  18.(0 
hours,  Troop  C,  3rd  Squadron,  4th  Cavalry  engaged  seven  enemy  with  organic 
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mpoM  «ad  a,  1  ight  fire  team,  8  kilometers  vest  of  Ban  Stic  (XT495364)  • 

Two  of  the  9&my  war#  kill  ad  and  ^  pound  of  documents  were  evacuated.  At 
071 5  hoar*  th*  following  morning  L10  February) ,  C/3-4  Car  located  one  enemy 
KIA  in  a  sweep  of  the  contact  area,  At  1615  hour*,  C/3-4  C*t  located  one 
gray*  with  one  enesqr  body,  credited  to  the  previous  day's  action,  bringing 
the  total  number  of  enemy  killjd  to  four.  In  five  other  actions  in  the  Boi 
Loi  Woods  between  10-13  Fabruary,  3rd  Squadron,  4th  Cavalry  element#  killed 
eight  additional  enesy  and  located  seven  enerj  killed  by  artillery  fire, 

Cfa  to  February  at  1120  hours,  Company  D,  2nd  Battalion,  12th  Infantry 
on  a  reconnaissance  mission  in  the  Citadel  5  kilometers  northwest  of  Trung 
lap  (XT554244),  located  in  a  hole  anl  evacuated  4500  pounds  of  rice  in  100 
pound  bags  with  various  markings,  At  1500  hours,  D/2-12  Inf  located  an 
additional  3000  pounds  of  rice  in  another  hols.  This  cache  waa  also  con¬ 
tained  in  100  pound  bags  with  various  markings  and  was  located  200  met  era 
north  of  the  previous  find  (XT 544246). 

Activity  within  the  3rd  Brigade  area  of  operations  was  at  a  low  level 
during  the  2nd  week  of  February,  Ten  en«my  were  killed  and  one  prisoner-of- 
war  was  captured  in  five  separate  contacts.  Company  B,  2nd  Battalion,  14th 
Infantry  accounted  for  six  enemy  killed  between  9-12  February  in  its  oper¬ 
ations  in  the  Filhol  Rubber  Plantation.  Qa  9  February  a  combat  patrol  from 
B/2-14  Inf  killed  two  enemy  soldiers,  one  of  whom  was.  identified  as  Vu  Minh 
Uen,  Assistant  Political  Officer  of  th#  Qttyet  Thang  Regiment.  According 
to  captured  documents;,  the  Quyat  Thang  Regiment  has  been  reorganised  to  in- 
cjfcd*  the:  1  and  2  Quyet  Thang  Battalions  and  the  Gia  Dinh  4  Sapper  Battalion. 

Company  0,  2nd  Battalion.  (Mechanized),  22nd  Infantry  located  a  cache  at 
1100  hour#  on  13  February  in  a  bunker  8  kilometers  southwest  of  Trang  Bang 
(XT435136).  Svacuatsd  were  35  RPG  rounds,  35  new  RPCT.  boosters,  three  AP 
mines,  99  B-40  rockets,  15  B-40  boosters,  throe  ChiCom  claymore  mines,  2000 
feet  of  detonating  cord,  two  AX  magazines,  500  rounds  of  small  arms  a«nn- 
ition,  two  wire  cutters,  one  RPG  launcher  and  l£  pounds  of  documents-.  Five 
hoptoads  hand  grenades  with  tripwire  attached  were  destroyed.  At  1445  hours, 
C/2-22  Inf  (M)  destroyed  357  homemade;  grenades  in  a  cache  located  100  meters 
southwest  of  the  earlier  discovery. 

The  3rd  Brigade,  9th  Infantry  Division  accounted  for  36  enemy  killed 
and  one  prisoner-of-war  in  1 5  separate  contacts  during  the  second  week  of 
February.  The-  largest  contact  developed  on  8  February  at  2045  hours  when 
Company  A,  2nd  Battalion  (Mechanized),  47th  Infantry  engaged  an  unknown 
number  of  enemy  7  kilometers  east  of  Binh  Phuoc  (XS684546).  Five  enemy  were 
killed  by  fire  from  organic  weapons  and  artillery.  No  U.S.  casualties  re- 
anl  from  enemy  small  ansa  fire.  Five  additional  enemy  dead  ware  located 
the-  following  morning  on  a  sweep  of  the  contact  area  by  A/2-47  Inf  (M). 

A  combat  patrol  from  Company  B,  5th  Battalion,  60th  Infantry,  located 
4  kilometers  northwest  of  Can  Duoc  (XS738644),  engaged  an  unknown  rmber  of 
eneay  at  2010  hours  on  9  February  with  organic  weapons,  light  fire  team  and 
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artillery,  killing  four  of  the  enemy.  Cb  13  February  at  2015  hours,  2  kilo¬ 
meters  southwest  of  the  9  February  contact,  snipers  of  0/ 5-60  Inf  ‘  with  U.S. 
Maty  rlrer  patrol  boats  engaged  four  soldiers  with  organic  weapons, 

killing  all  four  of  the  enemy.  One  AK47  rifle  was  evacuated . 

A  number  of  notable  civilian  and  military  personnel  visited  Ou  Chi  Base 
Camp  during,  the  week  of  8-14  February.  General  Ralph  E.  Haines,  Jr.,  Com- 
m&ndeivin-Chief,  USARPAC,  visited  the  25th  Infantry  Division  on  10-11  Feb¬ 
ruary  to  inspect  U.S.  Army  facilities  and  troop  units.  On  11-12  February, 
the  Reverend  Dr.  John  R.  McLaughlin,  Secretary,  Methodist  Commission  on  Chap¬ 
lains  visited  Cu  Chi  Base  Camp  and  three  fire  support  base*  to  confer  with 
U.S.  Military  Chaplains  endorsed  by  the  United  Methodist  Church.  Major 
General  Walter  J.  Wool  ulna,  Commanding  General,  1st  Logistical  Consand, 

USARV,  visited  Cu  Chi  Rase  Camp  on  13  February  to  obtain  an  update  on  logis¬ 
tical  support  to  the  25th  Infantry  Division.  Ob  15  February,  Major  General 
Karl  W,  Gustafson,  the  Provost  Marshal!.  General,  visited  Cu  Chi  Btae  Camp 
to  observe  and  discuss  military  police  operations  of  the  25th  Infantry  Div¬ 
ision. 

Enemy  activity  within  the  25th  Infantry  Division  ZAOI  generally  remain¬ 
ed  at  a  moderate  level  during  the  third  vert:  of  February  (15-21  February). 
Main  force  units  continued  to  avoid  contact  vh&ls  preparing  for  a  possible 
high-point  in  March.  (See  372d  Radio  Research  Company,  303d  Radio  Research 
Battalion  Historical  Report  for  this  period.)  Mining  activity  increased 
during  th*  vert  vith  the  main  areas  of  activity  being  north  of  the  Sugar 
Mill  UT4505)  and  in  the  Boi  Loi  Woods  (XT4837J. 

Seven  shelling  incidents  occurred  during  the  week,  six  of  which  ware 
in  the  1  sit  Brigade  area  of  operations,  Tay  Ninh  Base  Camp  (XU 651 )  received 
attacks  by  firm  on  17  February  (eight  rounds  of  120mt  mortar  fire  -  no  U.S. 
casualties)  and  19  February  (10  rounds  of  82ms  mortar  fire  -  one  U.S.  wound¬ 
ed).  On  three  different  occasions,  night  defensive  positions  of  Company  A, 
4th  Battalion,  9th  Infantry,  1.5  kilometers  north  of  th»  Cambodian  border  and 
vest  of  the  Straight  Edge  Wood3,  received  attacks  by  fire*  Six  rounds  of 
H?9  fire  and  62  rounds  of  82am  mortar  fire  were  directed  against  A/4-9  Inf 
by  unknown  enemy  forces.  Ho  casualties  were  sustained  in  any  of  these  at¬ 
tacks  by  fire. 

In  five  separate  contacts,  1st  Brigade  forces  accounted  for  ten  eneay 
killed  and  the  capture  of  two  priaoners-of-war.  At  1350  hours  on  15  Feb¬ 
ruary,  a  1  at  Brigade  Command  and  Control  ship  vith  elements:  of  4th  Battalion, 
9th  Infantry,  8  kilometers  southwest  of  Xay  Ninh  City  (XT095386),  engaged 
15  enemy  vith  two  artillery  batteries  (134  rounds)  and  two  light  fir*  teams 
resulting  in  three  aamy  killed  and  the  capture  of  two  female  prisoner s-of- 
var.  Two  Ml6  rifles  were  evacuated.  At  1935  hours,  A/4-9  Inf  engaged  an 
unknown  number  of  enemy  vith  small  arms,  automatic  weapons,  and  light  fire 
teas  approximately  170  meters  southwest  of  the  earlier  contact  (XT096384)* 

One  enemy  soldier  was  killed.  Captured  documents  identified  the  klnh  Diet* 

(V)  unit.  No  U.S.  casualties  were  sustained  in  either  contact. 
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Toaa  13,  Company  F  (Bangers),  75th  Infantry  engaged  an  unknown  number 
of  enemy  9.5  kilometers  north  of  Btau  Tieng  (XT468567)  at  0050  hours  on  19 
February.  Artillery  fire  resulted  in  five  enemy  killed. 

Ckie  shelling  incident  was  reported  in  the  2nd  Brigade  are  of  opera¬ 
tions.  At  2015  hours  on  £1  February,  a  night  defensive  position  of  Company 
S,  2nd  Battalion,  12th  Infantry  on  Nui  Ong  12  kilometers  north-northeast  of 
Tieng  (XT522588),  received  15  rounds  of  82mm  mortar  fire.  Ho  U.S.  cas¬ 
ualties  were  sustained. 

The  level  of  enemy  activity  in  the  2nd  Brigade  area  of  operations  re¬ 
mained  at  a  low  level  during  the  week  with  the  lower  Boi  Loi  Woods  as  the 
center  of  enemy  activity.  Rear  Service  operations  along  the  Saigon  River 
remained  the  primary  activity  of  Sub-Region  1  units  as  was  evidenced  by  sev¬ 
eral  minor  contacts  on  both  sides  of  the  river.  Reports  continued  to  in¬ 
dicate  that  the  sub-regional  forces  are  still  suffering  critical  food 
shortages.  There  has  also  been  indication  that  SR-i  forces  intend  to 
shift  operations  to  the  eastern  Citadel,  Hoc  Mon  (D) ,  and  the  outskirts  of 
Saigon,  renewing  their  efforts  in  the  area  northwest  of  Saigon,  although 
SR-1  forces  have  remained  relatively  dormant  during  the  Winter/Spring  Cam¬ 
paign.  The  tactics  to  be  employed  are  sapper  and  special  actions  which 
will  be  conducted  in  coordination  with  penetration  agents. 

In  five  separate  contacts,  2nd  Brigade  forces  accounted  for  18  enemy- 
killed,  At  1645  hours  on  18  February,  Company  C,  2ni  Battalion,  12th  In¬ 
fantry,  6  kilometers  southeast  of  Ben  Sue  (XT632313)  in  the  Ho  Bo  Wood3,  en¬ 
gaged  an  estimated  ten  enemy  with  organic  weapons  and  light  fire  team,  re¬ 
sulting  in  four  enemy  killed.  One  female  Hoi  Chanh  was  received.  Two  AK47 
rifles,  two  K54  pistols  and  five  pounds  of  documents  were  evacuated.  Enemy 
small  arms  fire  killed  one  U.S.  soldier  and  wounded  another.  Contact  was 
lost  at  1845  hours.  At  2050  hours,  C/2-12  Inf  engaged  two  enemy  approxi¬ 
mately  360  meters  southeast  of  the  earlier  contact  (XT634310).  Both  enemy 
soldiers  were  killed.  Two  AK47  rifles,  one  ChiCom  claymore  mine,  50  pounds 
of  rice  and  pound  of  documents  were  evacuated. 

At  0935  hours  oh  21  February,  helicopter  gunships  of  the  187th  Assault 
Helicopter  Company  with  elements  of  2nd  Battalion,  12th  Infantry,  5  kilo¬ 
meters  northwest  of  Ben  Sue  (XT525351)  in  the  Boi  Loi  Woods,  engaged  six 
enemy  in  blue  uniforms.  Organic  weapons  fire  resulted  in  all  six  enemy  be¬ 
ing  killed.  A/2-12  Inf  swept  the  contact  area  and  located  five  pounds  of 
documents  and  ten  pounds  of  medical  supplies. 

Enemy  activity  in  the  3rd  Brigade  area  of  operations  increased  in  the 
northern  and  eastern  sections  of  the  AO.  Sub-regional  forces  continued  to 
conduct  reconnaissance  and  make  preparations  for  future  offensive  operations 
in  northern  Due  Hoa  (D)  and  northern  Long  An  (P) .  There  were  several 
indications  during  the  week  that  two  or  three  main  force  units  of  Sub- 
Region  2  are  planning  to  launch  offensive  operations  in  the  northern  por¬ 
tion  of  the  sub-region. 
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In  five  separate  contacts,  3rd  Brigade  forces  killed  14  enemy  and  cap¬ 
tured  one  prisoner-of-war.  On  18  February  at  1105  hours  Hie  Combined  Recon¬ 
naissance  Intelligence  Platoon,  2nd  Battalion,  27th  Infantry  with  the  15 
and  55  Popular  Force  Companies  engaged  an  unknown  number  of  enemy  7  kilo¬ 
meters  southwest  of  Trang  Bang  (IT472123)  with  organic  weapons.  Six  enemy 
were  killed  and  five  AK-47  rifles,  100  rounds  of  small  arms  ammunition  and 
six  AK  magazines  were  evacuated.  Three  U.S.  soldiers  were  wounded  by  enemy 
return  fire  with  small  arms  and  hand  grenades. 

At  1500  hours  on  15  February,  Company  A,  168th  Engineer  Battalion  with 
elements  of  2nd  Battalion,  14th  Infantry,  located  ten  enemy  killed  by  artil¬ 
lery,  8.5  kilometers  northeast  of  Go  Dau  Ha  (XI474263). 

Company  C,  2nd  Battalion,  14th  Infantry,  5  kilometers  southeast  of 
Trang  Bang  (XT512416)  on  17  February,  captured  a  doctor  from  the  K2  Dispen¬ 
sary  in  Ba  Thu,  Cambodia,  The  physician  stated  that  his  mission  was  to  go 
t#  My  Tan  Village  (XT5110)  and  Due  lap  Village  (XT5506)  and  establish  dis¬ 
pensaries  between  these  points.  He  further  stated  that  he  had  heard  that 
Group  5  (the  267  Battalion)  and  Group  10  (the  269  Battalion)  would  move 
into  northern  Due  Hoa  (D)  in  four  or  five  weeks  to  conduct  offensive  oper¬ 
ations.  This  would  indicate  a  possible  highpoint  which  would  be  conducted 
in  March  1970. 

Thera  was  a  sharp  increase  in  enemy  activity  in  the  3rd  Brigade,  9th 
Infantry  Division  area  of  operations  As  U.S.  forces  accounted  for  75  enemy 
killed  and  captured  three  prisoners-of-war  in  28  separate  contacts. 

In  a  series  of  contacts  on  19  February,  8  kilometers  west  of  Rach  Kien 
(XS620702),  elements  of  the  2nd  Battalion,  60th  Infantry  killed  12  enemy  sol¬ 
diers,  Company  B  engaged  and  killed  one  enemy  soldier  with  automatic  wea¬ 
pons  fire  from  gunships  of  the  11 8th  Assault  Helicopter  Company  at  1320 
hours.  Two  hours  later  (1515  hours),  B/2-60  Inf  and  gunships  of  the'118th 
AHC  engaged  three  additional  enemy  soldiers,  killing  all  three.  Two  and 
ona-half  pounds  of  documents  and  £  pound  of  medical  supplies  were  evacuated. 
0h«  hour  later  (1615  hours),  B/2-60  Inf  engaged  an  estimated  enemy  squad 
with  organic  weapons,  one  light  fire  team,  one  TAC  air  strike  and  one  ar¬ 
tillery  battery  (337  rounds),  resulting  in  seven  enemy  killed.  Contact  was 
lost  at  1 655  hours.  Three  U.S.  soldiers  were  killed  by  enery  small  arms 
fire.  At  1650  hours,  2  kilometers  northwest  of  the  earlier  contact  (XS602- 
710),  gunships  of  the  118th  AHC  engaged  one  enemy  soldier  with  automatic 
weapons,  resulting  in  one  enemy  soldier  killed. 

On  21  February,  Company  B,  2nd  Battalion,  60th  Infantry,  3  kilometers 
east  of  Tan  Tru  (XS7C0630),  engaged  five  to  six  enemy  with  organic  weapons, 
light  fire  team  and  artillery  beginning  at  2005  hours.  Five  enemy  soldiers 
were  killed  and  one  AK-47  rifle  was  evacuated. 
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On  20  February  at  00H5  hours,  Company  A,  2nd  Battalion,  60th  Infantry. 

4  kilometers  northwest  of  the  19  February  contacts  of  B/2-60  Inf  (XS597730), 
engaged  tan  enemy  with  organic  weapons,  one  light  fire  team  an d  two  artillery 
batteries  (181  rounds).  Six  enemy  were  killed  and  one  priconar-of-war  cap¬ 
tured.  Four  A&47  rifles,  one  60m  mortar  tube,  three  rounds  of  60m  mortar 
ammunition,  four  backpacks,  one  field  radio,  three  pounds  of  medical  sup¬ 
plies,  nine  protective  masks,  15  SP  mines  and  five  pounds  of  documents  were 
evacuated.  Documents  captured  identified  elements  of  the  1  NVA  Regiment, 
including  the  1  ani  2’  Battalions  and  the  Regimental  Signal  Company. 


Thirty  four  enemy  were  killed  by  elements  of  pth  Battalion,  60th  In¬ 
fantry  in  operations  between  Rach  Kien  (XS7470)  and  Tan  Tru  (XS6763)  during 
the  weak  (15-21  February).  At  2010  hours  on  2D  February,  Company  Bj,  1.5 
kilometers  northeast  of  Tan  Tru  (XS67/5644)»  engaged  14  enemy  soldiers  with 
organic  weapons,  a  light  fire  teem  and  artillery  resulting  in  five  enemy 
killed.  Cfae  AX47  rifle  was  evacuated.  At  2315  hours.,  B/5-60  Inf,  3  kilo¬ 
meters  northeast  of  Ben  Luc  (IS 581747),  engaged  an  unknown  number  of  enemy 
with  organic  weapons,  one  light  fire  teem  and  one  artillery  battery  (178 
illumination  rounds).  Eleven  enemy  soldiers  were  killed.  Four  rounds  of 
RIM  ammunition,  TOO  rounds  of  small  arms  ammunition,  3i  pounds  of  documents, 
four  ChiCom  hand  grenades,  one  pound  of  medical  supplies  and  three  rounds  of 
60lma  mortar  ammunition  were  evacuated.  There  were  no  U.S.  casualties  in 
either  contact* 


On  17  February  1970,  lieutenant  General  George  I*  Forsythe,  Commanding 
General,  U.S.  Army  Combat  Developments  Command,  visited  Cu  Chi  Base  Camp 
and  Fire  Support  Base  Jackson  for  orientation  on  the  BA&S/Ouffelbag  pro¬ 
ject  initiated  in  the  25th  Infantry  Division  IA0I. 

Enemy  Initiated  activity  remained  at  a  moderate  level  during  the  last 
week  of  February  (22-28  February).  Previous  Intelligence  had  indicated  the 
Initiation  of  the  Spring  Campaign  on  26  February.  (See  372d  Radio  Research 
Company,  303 d  Radio  Research  Battalion  Historical  Report  for  this  period.) 
Enemy  off ensius,-  activity  did  increase  during  the?  expected  period  with  lay 
Kinh  Base  Car©  (XT165T),  beginning  at  0010  hours  on  Zf  February,  r -.♦calving 
25  rounds  of  i2Cam  mortar-  fire.  Six  U.S.  soldiers  were  killed  and  six 
wounded.  Heavy  damage  occurred  to  one  building,  moderate  dampge  to  three 
0®D  helicopters  and  one  AttlU  helicopter,  and  light  damage  to  two  ■£  ton 
trucks,  five  buildings  and  two  UH1Q  helicopters.  This  was  the  most  destruc¬ 
tive  enemy  attack  by  fire  against  a  U.S.  Installation  during  the  current 
reporting  quarter. 

During  the  past  several  weeks  there  has  been  a  marked  decrease  in  en¬ 
emy  initiated  incidents  in  Sub-Region  1  as  the  enemy  has  diverted  his  ef¬ 
forts  tov*vrd  harassing  allied  forces''  with  sines  and  booby  traps.  This  re¬ 
cent  decrease  in  enemy  activity  may  be  due  in  part  to  the  fact  that  the  en¬ 
emy  is  still  in  the  preparation  phase  for  the  min  part  of  the  Spring  Cam¬ 
paign  which  is  suppose  to  take  place  in  March.  This  lull  also  coincides 
with  recent  allied  AO  changes  which  may  have  bad  a  bearing  on  the  enemy's 
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plana  for  the  future.  Bhemy  forces  within  Sub-Region  2  continued  their 
preparations  for  future  offensive  operations  in  northern  Due  Hoe  District 
and  Long  An  Province  by  conducting  United  reconnaissance  of  targets  in 
these  two  areas,  (For  further  information,  see  Operational  Report  -  Les¬ 
sons  Learned,  372d  Radio  Research  Company,  303d  Radio  Research  Battalion, 
for  the  corresponding  period,) 

Sway  offensive  activities  and  the  continuation  of  the  Spring  Cam¬ 
paign  should  be  characterised  by  limited  attack#  by  fire  against  Allied 
installations  and  outposts  within  the  Division  2A0I,  with  the  added  pos¬ 
sibility  of  follow-up  sapper  attacks,  Baphaais  by  enemy  forces  will  con¬ 
tinue  to  be  placed  on  the  limiting  of  the  pacification  program,  while 
attempting  to  maximize  economy  of  forces. 

In  the  1st  Brigade  area  of  operations,  five  contacts  resulted  in 
nine  enemy  killed.  This  low  level  of  contact  is  indicative  of  enaaay  re¬ 
fusal  to  engage  23th  Infantry  Division  forces  in  open  combat.  Rear  ser¬ 
vice  resupply  elements  maintained  a  moderate  level  of  activity.  At  1920 
hours  on  28  February,  snipers  attached  to  3rd  Battalion,  22nd  Infantry, 

1 ,8  kilometers  north  of  Trung  Sup  (XTH70568)  engaged  10-H5  enemy  wi$h 
organic  weapons,  light  fire  team  end  artillery.  Three  of  the  enemy  were 
killed,  two  AK47  rifles  and  oound  of  documents  were  evacuated.  Seven 
kilometers  southwest  (XT1 15566;  on  22  February,  Company  C,  3-22  Inf  en¬ 
gaged  one  enemy  soldier  in  a  tunnel  with  organic  weapons  at  1125  hours. 

The  enemy  soldier  was  killed.  At  1210  hours,  C/3-22  Inf  engaged  three 
enemy  soldiers  with  organic  weapons.  Contact  was  lost  five  minutes 
later.  One  enemy  dead  was  found. 

At  1215  hours  on  28  February,  an  armored  personnel  carrier  of  the 
Scout  Platoon,  1st  Battalion  (Mechanised),  5th  Infantry  (OPCOH  to  1st 
Bde,  25  Feb  70),  detonated  one  booby  trapped  (pressure  detonating)  750 
pound  bomb  on  a  road  in  the  Michelitt  Rubber  Plantation  (XT557512),  7 
kilometers  east  of  Dan  Tieng,  Seven  U«S.  soldiers  were  killed. 

The  low  level  of  enemy  activity  in  the  2nd  Brigade  area  of  operations 
is  evidenced  by  only  five  enemy  killed  in  two  contacts  during  the  last 
week  of  February,  On  23  February  at  T845  hours,  Teem  31,  Company  F  (Ran¬ 
ger),  75th  Infantry,  5  kilometers  northeast  of  Trung  lap  (XT638227),  en¬ 
gaged  three  enemy  soldiers  at  50  meters  with  organic  weapons,  light  fire 
team  and  artillery.  All  three  enssy  soldiers  wore  killed. 

At  0227  houra  on  27  February,  Troop  B,  3rd  Squadron.  4th  Cavalry 
(Division  Troop  element),  8  kilometers  south  of  the  Ben  Oui  Rubber  Plan¬ 
tation  in  the  Boi  Loi  Woods  (XT462377),  engaged  four  enemy  soldiers  with 
organic  weapons  and  Might  Hawk  helicopter.  Two  enemy  soldiers  were  killed 
and  -fc  pound  of  documents  were  evacuated. 

During  the  latter  part  of  February  the  25th  Infantry  Division  began 
preparations  for  the  deployment  of  its  2nd  Brigade  (Task  Force  Two)  in 
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March  to  a  new  area  of  operations  to  interdict  enemy  infiltration  routes 
in  eastern  Bien  Hoa  Province,  western  Pbuoc  Tuj  Province,  and  areas  to  be 
designated  by  C.G.,  IIFFV.  Task  Force  Two  consisted  of  Headquarters,  2nd 
Brigade;  4th  Battalion,  9th  Infantry;  1st  Battalion,  27th  Infantry;  2nd 
Battalion,  34th  Amor;  1st  Battalion,  8th  Artillery;  Troop  B,  3rd  SqueLdron, 
4th  Cavalry;  Company  C,  65th  Engineer  Battalion;  2nd  Platoon,  Company  F 
(Banger),  75th  Infantry;  and  an  8”  and  155m*  howitaer  battery  fro*  IIFFV. 

On  26  February  1970,  2nd  Battalion,  12th  Infantry  and  1st  Battalia*; 
(Mechanized),  5th  Infantry  became  OPCOH  to  1st  Brigade,  25th  Infantry 
Division*  The  3rd  Squadron,  4th  Cavalry  was  released  from  QPCOM  to  2nd 
Brigade  and  returned  to  Divisional  control  on  the  same  day.  This  day 
also  saw  the  new  boundary  between  the  25th  Infantry  Division  and  the  1st 
Air  Cavalry  Division  go  into  effect.  This  new  boundary  change  meant  that 
the  25th  Infantry  Division  gave  up  its  portion  of  War  Zona  C, 

Activity  decreased  in  the  3rd  Brigade  area  of  operations  as  six  separ¬ 
ate  contacts  resulted  in  ten  eneay  killed  and  four  prisoners-of-war  •  On  22 
February  at  1950  hours,  a  combat  patrol  from  Company  D,  2nd  Battalion,  14th 
Infantry,  5.5  kilometers  southeast  of  Trang  Bang  (XT523143),  engaged  five 
eneay  soldiers  100  meters  south  of  thkir  position  with  organic  weapons.  One 
enemy  soldier  was  killed.  A  sweep  of  the  contact  area  located  one  addi¬ 
tional  enemy  KIA. 

On  25  February  at  1115  hours,  4*5  kilometers  east  of  Trang  Bang  (XT534- 
195),  elements  of  the  25th  Military  Intelligence  Company  exploiting  in¬ 
telligence  information  with  Company  &,  2nd  Battalion,  14th  Infantry  and 
helicopter  ^un ships  of  the  116th  Assault  Helicopter  Company,  engaged  three 
eneay  with  organic  weapons,  killing  all  three  of  the  enemy.  Two  AK-47 
riflee,  one  RPG  launcher,  one  RPG  round,  two  ChiCaa  hand  granades  and  i 
pound  of  documents  were  evacuated.  Three  prisoners-of-war  were  captured 
hiding  in  a  tunnel  in  the  contact  aram.  One  Hoi  Chanh  was  received.  The 
C3  Company,  Trang  Bang  Local  Force  Battalion  was  tentatively  identified 
by  captured  documents. 

On  28  February  1970,  the  6th  Battalion,  31st  Infantry  came  under 
operational  control  of  3rd  Brigade,  25th  Infantry  Division  from  3rd 
.Brigade,  9th  Infantry  Division. 

In  the  3rd  Brigade,  9th  Infantry  Division  are*  of  operations,  twenty 
separate  contacts  resulted  In  70  enemy  killed.  On  25  February  at  1225 
hours,  the  Reconnaissance  Platoon,  2nd  Battalion,  6pth  Infantry  with  the 
46th  ARVM  Intelligence  Platoon,  engaged  an  unknown  number  of  enemy  4 
kilometers  northwest  of  Tan  Tru  (XS6466).  Company  B,  2-60  Inf  reacted. 
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Organic  weapons,  one  light  fire  teen,  three  TAC  air  strike*  and  two  artil¬ 
lery  batteries  (462  rounds),  accounted  for  13  enemy  soldiers  killed.  One 
K-54  pistol  and  -i  pound  of  documents  wore  evacuated.  Two  US  soldiers  and 
four  ARVN  soldiers  were  wounded  by  enemy  return  fire  with  wall  arms  and 
aotoaatic  weapons.  Approximately  1400  alters  southeast  of  this  contact 
(XS6565) ,  at  1100  hours  on  28  February,  Companies  C  and  0  and  Reconnaissance 
Platoon,  2nd  Battalion,  60th  Infantry,  engaged  an  unknown  sized  enemy 
force  with  organic  weapons,  one  light  fire  team,  two  TAC  air  strikes, 
one  Air  Force  Forward  Air  Controller,  and  two  artillery  batteries  (1225 
rounds),  Mine  enemy  soldiers  were  killed.  Fire  SKS  rifles,  four  Brown¬ 
ing  Automatic  Rifles,  two  AX-47  rifles,  one  M-1  Carbine,  one  light  machine 
gun  and  one  RPG  launcher  were  evacuated,  Ctoe  US  soldier  was  killed  and 
four  US  soldivsra  wounded  by  enemy  small  arms  fire,  Co  cements  identified 
the  Guard  %iit.  Military  Staff,  Si-3, 

Elements  of  the  5th  Battalion,  60th  Infantry  killed  30  enemy  soldi  or* 
in  nine  separate  contacts  between  22  and  27  February,  At  0020  hours  on 
25  February,  the  Rat  Patrol,  2-60  Inf,  5  kilometers  southwest  of  Ben  Luc 
(IS 575757)  engaged  an  unknown  number  of  enemy  with  organic  weapons.  Con¬ 
tact  was  lost  at  0230  hours.  Four  enaay  dead  were  located,  (he  US  soldier 
was  wounded  by  enemy  small  arms  fire.  At  0800  hours  the  Rat  Patrol  lo¬ 
cated  two  additional  bodiem  of  eaeay  killed  in  the  contact,  Cho  AX-47 
rifle  was  evacuated  and  on<v  sampan  was  destroyed. 

At  2100  hours  on  27  February,  Company  B,  5th  Battalion,  60th  Infan¬ 
try,  3,5  kilometers  east  of  Can  Trt?  (XS705635),  engaged  an  unknown  num¬ 
ber  of  enemy  with  organic  weapons,  light  fire  team  and  AC-1 19  (Shadow) 
gunehip.  Contact  was  lost  at  2235  hours.  Four  US  soldiers  and  two  Tiger 
Scouts  were  wounded  when  the  enemy  returned  fire  with  small  arms  and  RPGs. 

A  sweep  of  the  contact  area  located  seven  enemy  soldiers  killed. 

On  23  February  at  1840  hours,  a  combat  patrol.  Company  A,  2nd  Bat¬ 
talion  (Mechanized;,  47th  Infantry,  7  kilometers  east  of  Binh  Phuoc  (IS 
683545),  engaged  an  unknown  number  of  enemy  with  organic  weapons,  light 
fire  tea*.,  and  artillery.  Contact  was  lost  at  1850  hours.  At  1300  hours 
on  24  February  A/2-47  Inf  (M)  located  four  enemy  soldiers  killed  in  the 
previous  evening’s  contact. 

At  1230  hours  on  24  February,  Troop  A,  3rd  Squadron,  4th  Cavalry,  5 
kilometers  northwest  of  B®n  Sue  (XT528358)  in  the  Boi  Loi  Woods,  located 
a  cache  in  a  hole.  Evacuated  were  two  K-16  rifles,  six  AK-47  rifles,  one 
RPG  launcher,  one  60*m  mortar  tube,  two  base  plates  for  60m&  mortars,  two 
20  pound  AT  mines,  1200  rounds  of  ,51  caliber  ammunition,  50  riflu  gre¬ 
nades,  70  AT  hand  grenades  and  21,450  rounds  of  small  arms  ammunition,  toe 
US  hand  grenade,  97  RPG  rounds,  21  RPG  boosters,  11  ChiCor^  bangalore  tor¬ 
pedoes,  sight  rounds  of  82mm  mortar  ammunition,  13  oases  of  82am  mortar 
fuses  and  31  rounds  of  60nm  mortar  ammunition  were  destroyed. 
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During  the  final  week  of  February,  a  number  of  notable  military 
personalities  visited  the  25th  Infantry  Division,  On  26  February,  Rear 
Admiral  Frank  B,  Voris,  Surgeon,  Pacific  Command,  visited  medical  fa¬ 
cilities  of  the  25th  Infantry  Division  and  12th  Evacuation  Hospital. 

On  26  February,  Colonel  Samuel  C„  Cockerham,  Commanding  Officer,  34th 
General  Support  Group,  made  a  liaison  visit  to  the  25th  Infantry  Division 
to  discuss  aircraft  maintenance  and  supply.  On  27  February,  Major  Gen¬ 
eral  Chin  lung-Fa,  ROC,  Deputy  Director,  G3,  Army  General  Headquarters, 
discussed  tactical  and  technical  employment  of  anti-infiltration  warfare 
in  the  25th  Infantry  Division  TAOI.  On  27  February,  Major  General  Shel¬ 
don  E.  Lollis,  Commanding  General,  U.S.  Army  Tank-Automotive  Command, 
visited  the  25th  Infantry  Division  automotive  support  facilities.  On 
27-28  February,  Wing  Commander  D.E.  Jamieson,  RNZAF,  Administrative 
Planning  Staff-Ministry  of  Defense  visited  the  25th  Infantry  Division 
for  orientation  of  Division  air  activities. 

The  25th  Infantry  Division  anl  the  3rd  Brigade,  9th  Infantry  Div¬ 
ision,  killed  489  and  captured  36  of  the  enemy  during  the  month  of 
February,  accounted  for  186  individual  weapons,  12  crew-served  weapons 
and  4.49  tons  of  rice  (captured  or  destroyed).  Division  soldiers 
destroyed  230  mines  and  boobytraps  while  detonating  96,  resulting  in 
11  U.S,  soldiers  killed  and  101  wounded. 

During  the  month,  Civic  Action/PSYCPS  activities  declined  slightly 
due  to  a  lull  in  operations  during  the  lET  holidays  and  a  major  unit 
relocation  to  a  new  area  expanding  the  TAOI,  Quick  reaction  type  opera¬ 
tions  decreased  in  number  primarily  due  to  the  low  intensity  of  contacts 
with  the  enemy  and  limited  exploitable  new  intelligence. 

A  total  of  52,740  patients  were  treated  during  the  nonth  on  ICAPS, 
NITECAPS,  and  MEDCAPS.  Over  900  small  gifts  were  prepared  for  distri¬ 
bution  by  the  cu  to  patients  at  the  provincial  hospitals  during  the  TET 
season.  An  Innocent  Civilian  Center  (ICC)  was  opened  at  Cu  Chi  Base 
Camp  as  was  directed  by  the  CG.  It  provides  facilities  to  house  innocent 
civilians  who  have  been  detained  by  Division  units  and  later  declared 
innocent  by  the  IPW  interrogation  team.  The  area  includes  sleeping, 
kitchen,  shower  and  latrine  facilities  in  addition  to  a  comfortable  day- 
room.  It  provides  accommodations  for  VN  civilians  while  awaiting  trans¬ 
portation  to  their  homes  which  is  provided  by  the  detaining  unit* 

approximately  15  million  leaflets  were  disseminated  and  1,235  hours 
of  broadcasts  were  made  during  the  month.  Two  hundred  and  eighty-seven 
Hoi  Ghanh  rallied  to  all  forces  in  the  TAOI.  The  Kit  Carson  Scout  author¬ 
ization  for  the  Division  was  increased  to  400.  At  the  close  of  the  month 
there  were  396  assigned. 
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Implementation  of  HES-70  resulted  in  numerous  changes  of  hamlet  status 
as  of  31  Jan  70.  There  was  an  overall  regression  of  31  hamlets  in  Hau 
Nghia  Province  from  B  &  C  level  to  D  level  and  an  upgrading  of  79  hamlets 
in  Long  An  Province  to  B  level  with  overall  upgrades  of  34  from  C,  27 
from  D,  11  from  E,  and  7  from  VC  categories. 


* 

The  31  Jan  70  HES-70  results  were: 

,  A  b 

C 

D 

B 

VC 

- 

Tay  Ninh 

1 

91 

27 

- 

- 

- 

Hau  Nghia 

- 

27 

62 

46 

- 

- 

Long  An 

1 

182 

119 

66 

1 

15 

Tri  Tam 

2 

3 

5 

- 

- 

Fnuoc  Tuy 

— 

30 

15 

3 

Population  living  in  A,  B,  and  C  hamlets  was  99.9  percent  in  Tay  Einh 
Province,  72.4  percent  in  Hau  Nghia  Province,  and  87.3  percent  in  Long  An 
Province. 


Enemy  initiated  activity  and  mining  incidents  decreased  throughout  the 
Division's  TA0I  during  the  first  week  of  March  (1-7  March).  Previous  in¬ 
telligence  had  indicated  the  possibility  of  an  increased  activity  period 
during  this  week,  however  the  anticipated  increase  failed  to  materialize. 

(For  further  information  see  Operational  Report  -  Lessons  Learned,  372nd 
Radio  Research  Company,  303rd  Radio  Research  Battalion,  for  corresponiing 
period.) 

Six  enemy  were  killed  in  four  separate  contacts  in  the  1st  Brigade 
area  of  operations  during  the  period  1-7  March.  Elements  of  the  2nd  Bat¬ 
talion,  12th  Infantry  killed  two  enemy  soldiers  while  operating  in  the 
Trapezoid  against  3R-1  forces  (XT6336)  during  1-4  March.  On  5  March  at 
1830  hours  Company  B.  2nd  Battalion,  12th  Infantry,  5  kilometers  northwest 
of  Ben  Sue  (XT524349)  engaged  three  enemy  soldiers  with  artillery,  killing 
two  of  the  enemy. 

At  1115  hours  on  2  March,  the  Scout  Platoon,  4th  Battalion  (Mechanized), 
23rd  Infantry,  located  a  cache  3.5  kilometers  northwest  of  the  Ben  Cui 
Rubber  Plantation  (1x409469) .  Evacuated  were  two  M-16  rifles,  three  SKS 
rifles,  nine  M-16  magazines  and  five  pounds  of  documents.  The  captured 
documents  identified  local  force  elements  of  Tay  Ninh  Province.  No  tac¬ 
tical  information  was  obtained. 
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Cfa  2  March  1970,  Task  force  Two  (2nd  Brigade,  25th  Infantry  Division) 
beeeae  0PC0N  to  II  FFV  (See  Annas  A,  Task  Organisation),  With  the  redeploy¬ 
ment  of  the  Tat  Infantry  Division  to  tb«  United  States,  the  AO  of  the  25th 
Infantry  Division  became  exteafied.  To  facilitate  coonand/cootrol  of  this 
AO,  II  FFV  took  operational  control  of  the  2nd  Brigade,  25th  Infantry  Dir¬ 
ts  ion. 

Contact  decreased  in  the  3rd  Brigade  area  of  operations  as  six  contacts 
resulted  in  1'4  enemy  killed.  The-  most  significant  contact  occurred  on  6 
March  at  2137  hours  12  kilometers  northwest  of  Uiep  Hoa  (XT333T80) ,  2  kilo¬ 
meters  southeast  of  the  Cambodian  border.  Compary  D,  2nd  GaVtalion,  27th 
Infantry  engaged  an  unknown  sized  enemy  force  with  artiU.u-y.  Six  enemy 
soldiers  were  killed. 

Company  B,  2nd  Battalion  (Mechanized),  22nd  Infancy,  at  12T8  hours  on 
3  March,  3,5  kilometers  east  of  Yrung  Lap  (XT6242T2),  located  ten  enemy 
soldiers  killed  by  2nd  Battalion,  77th  Artillery,  initiated  by  duffel  bag 
activations  on  T<9  and  20  February  1970. 

At  1200  hours  on  5  March,  Company  A,  2nd  Battalion  (Mechanised),  22nd 
Infantry  with  elements  of  Company  E,  65th  Engineer  Battalion  (OPCCM  to  4- 

46  ARWe),  5  kilometers  northwest  of  B»o  Trai  (XT518097),  located  an  enemy 
munitions  cache.  Destroyed  were  27  homemade  booby  traps,  one  booty  trapped 
round  of  105nd  ammunition,  four  booby  trapped  RFC  rounds  and  two  twenty- 
five  pound  ChlCoa  claymore  mines.  Two  A&47  rifles  were  evacuated.  Three 
deed  enemy  soldiers  were  located  by  GW  troops.  At  1356  hours,  elements  of 
4-46  ARWs  with  A/2-22  Inf  (M)  and  E/65th  &gr  Bn,  located  one  enemy  dead 
approximately  11700  meters  northeast  of  the  earlier  find  (XT5T9099).  GW 
troops  evacuated  two  Mil  carbines,  •£  pound  of  documents,  one  typewriter,  two 
headsets,  and  one  SKS  rifle  from  a  second  cache.  One  SKS  rifle  and  one  AK- 

47  rifle  were  evacuated  by  U.S,  troops.  At  T445  hours,  A/2-22  Inf  (M)  en¬ 
gaged  two  enemy  soldiers  with  organic  weapons  and  hand  grenades,  killing 
both  enemy  soldiers.  One  AK47  rifle  was  evacuated.  Contact  was  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  second  cache  (XT5T9099). 

Activity  within  the  area  of  operations  of  3rd  Brigade,  9th  Infantry 
Division  contlnumd  at  a  moderate  level  as  main  force  units  in  Sub-Region  3 
persisted  in  their  efforts  to  disrupt  the  Pacification  Program,  In  eighteen 
separata  contacts,  3-9  Inf  Dlv  forces  killed  54  enemy  soldi era  and  cap¬ 
tured  one  prisoner-of-war. 

On  5  March,  information  gained  from  a  prisoner-of-war  captured  by  GW 
forces  in  the  vicinity  of  Tan  Tru  (D)  revealed  the  conditions  of  local 
forces  in  the  3-9  Inf  J>iv  TAOI,  The  PW  protested  that  SR-3  Headquarters  ap¬ 
parently  had  no  real  concept  of  existing  conditions  within  th*  District, 

The  PW  maintained  that  unless  adequate  replacements  were  received,  it  would 
bo  impossible  to  continue  effective  operations  against  the  GW  PadLflcatioa 
Program,  Previous  Intelligence  has  indicated  that  ccemunikt  VC  I  capabili¬ 
ties  in  the  District  have  detiorated  as  a  result  of  pacification  and  Allied 
operations. 
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Elementi:  of  2nd  Battalion,  60th  Infantry  killed  21  enemy  soldiers  in 
four  contact*  oast  of  Tan  Tru  during  the  period  1-7  March*  The  most  signif¬ 
icant  contact  began  at  1940  hours  on  1  March  as  Company  D,  2-60  Inf  engaged 
an  unknown  xasaber  of  enemy  soldiers  4  kilometers  east  of  Tan  Tru  (XS?11638). 
Thirteen  enemy  soldiers  were  killed  by  fire  fro®  small  anas,  automatic  wea¬ 
pons  and  artillery  illumination,  7  kilometers  southwest  of  Ben  Lac  (XS574^ 

771 ),  Both  enemy  soldiers  were  killed,  one  AK47  rifle  waa  destroyed*  At 
2240  hours,  2  kilometers  northeast  of  the  earlier  contact  (XS576748),  Com¬ 
pany  H  engaged  10-12  enemy  soldiers  with  organic  weapons,  one  light  fire 
team,  one  AC-1 1 9  "Shadow”  and  artillery  illumination  (275  rounds).  Six 
enemy  soldiers  were  killed*  Evacuated  were  three  AK47  rifles*  One  U.S. 
soldier  was  wounded  by  enemy  small  arms  fire. 

Company  C,  2nd  Battalion  (Mechanized),  47th  Infantry  killed  five  enany 
soldiers  in  five  separate  contacts  between  1910  hours  and  2255  hours  on  4 
March  1970,  5  kilometers  southwest  of  Binh  Pbuoc  (XS6552),  At  1630  hours 
on  7  March,  the  Reconnaissance  Platoon,  2-47  Inf  (M)  located  11  enemy  killed 
in  graves  vicinity  XS655519.  The  enemy  KIA  were  credited  to  an  A/2-4?  Inf 
(M)  contact  at  T950  hours  on  4  March  vicinity  XS654520, 

Iktring  the  period  1=7  March  1970,  a  number  of  notable  civilian  and  mil¬ 
itary  personalities  visited  0u  Chi  Base  Camp,  On  1  March,  Lieutenant  Gen¬ 
eral  Julian  J°  Ewell,  Commanding  General,  II  field  Force,  Vietnam,  visited 
the  25th  Infantry  Bivision  for  an  update  briefing*  Colonel  Howard  G*  AUbee, 
Chief,  USARV  AGI  Team,  conferred  with  Comanders  and  Staff  of  the  25th  In¬ 
fantry  Division  on  problem  areas  within  their  units  on  1  through  7  March* 

On  2  March,  Major  General  Edward  Bautz,  Jr.,  ACofS,  Operations,  J-3,  USMACV, 
received  an  orientation  briefing  on  25th  Infantry  Division  activities* 

Major  General  Wellborn  G*  Dolvin,  Chief  of  Staff  (Designate),  MACV,  received 
an  orientation  visit  on  the  25th  Infantry  Division  on  3-4  March.  On  6  March, 
Mr.  Clyde  D,  Hardin,  Deputy  for  Southeast  Asia  Matters,  Office,  Assistant 
Secretary  of  the  Army,  Research  and  Development,  received  an  update  on  25th 
Infantry  Division  research  and  development  activities.  Brigadier  General 
Lawrence  V.  Greene,  ACofS,  J-t,  USARV,  received  an  orientation  visit  to  the 
25th  Infantry  Division  on  6-7  March.  0a  7-9  March,  the  OPD  Orientation 
Team  (LTC  Aubrey  C,  Horriss,  LTC  William  L,  Vubbena,  and  LTC  Clinton  A* 
Freeman)  gave  a  Junior  Officer  Career  Opportunities  Orientation  at  Cu  Chi 
Base  Camp. 

On  3  March  1970,  the  25th  Infantry  Division  was  presented  with  the 
Civic  Actions  Medal,  Hat  Class,  for  outstanding  contributions  to  the  Civic 
Action  Program. 

Enemy  initiated  activity  during  the  second  week  of  March  in  the  25th 
Infantry  Division's  area  of  operations  Increased  but  still  remained  at  a 
low  level.  &*ay  offensive  activities  were  characterized  generally  by  lim¬ 
ited  attacks  by  fire  against  ARVM,  RP,  and  PP  outposts.  Areas  of  primary 
enemy  activity  were  in  the  Trang  Bang-Citadel  area,  vicinity  of  Duo  Hue  and 
along  the  Van  Co  Dong  river  in  Long  An  Province. 
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Two  shilling  incidents  were  reported  this  weea  ooth  occurring  in  the 
1st  Brigade  arj a. of  operations.  Fire  U.S.  soldiers  wero  wounded  in  an  at¬ 
tack  I37  fire  on  Taj-  Niah  Base  Camp  (XT165515)  on  12  March,  At  0110  hours 
the  base  received  30  rounds  of  120aa  mortur  fire  from  vicinity  XT'? 64568 
(determined  by  radar  pickup  «>  04),  Thirteen  of  the  rounds  landed  inside  the 
base  camp.  Two  LOHs  received  moderate  dams&a,  two  LOHb  received  light  dam¬ 
age,  one  UH1H  was  &  combat  loss,  Find  heavy  damage  was  sustained  by  one  bun¬ 
ker*  At  0245  hours.  Company  C ,  3rd  Battalion,  22nd  Infantry  was  inserted 
in  the  area  of  suspected  enemy  activity  (XT164568)  with  no  results.  At  0350 
hours,  a  combat  patrol  from  B/3-22  Inf,  located  2  kilometers  northeast  of 
the  area  of  suspected  enemy  activity  (XTi  80578)  engaged  3-4  enemy  100  maters 
from  their  location  with  organic  weapons  and  helicopter  gunahips.  At  0355 
hours  contact  was  lost.  One  120mm  mortar  was  captured. 

In  five  separate  contacts  1st  Brigade  forces  killed  seven  enemy  sold¬ 
iers  and  captured  three  prisoners-of-var.  The  most  significant  contact 
began  at  0450  hoars  on  12  March  when  a  combat  patrol  from  Company  A,  4th 
Battalion  (Mechanized),  23rd  Infantry,  located  3  kilometers  southwest  of 
Nui  Ba  Ben  (XT25854 2),  engaged  an  estimated  two  enemy  squads.  Contact  was 
lost  at  0510  hours.  Three  enemy  soldiers  were  killed  by  organic  weapons 
and  artillery  fire,  Enemy  small  arms  fire  was  completely  ineffective.  One 
wounded  prieoner-of-var  was  captured  on  a  sweep  of  the  contact  area.  Bight 
ChilCom  harid  grenades,  one  AK47  rifle  and  miscellaneous  web  gear  were  evac¬ 
uated,  At  0555  hours,  the  combat  patrol  engaged  and  killed  one  enemy  sol¬ 
dier  with  small  arms  and  automatic  weapons  fire,  Ctae  AK47  rifle  was  evac¬ 
uated  along  with  miscellaneous  pieces  of  web  gear, 

A  large  enemy  food  cache  was  uncovered  by  Company  A,  3rd  Battalion, 

22nd  Infantry  on  11  March,  At  0830  hours  on  a  reconnaissance  mission  6,5 
kilometers  southeast  of  Tral  Bi  (XTH75650),  A/3-22  Inf  located  an  enemy  bun¬ 
ker  complex  consisting  of  18  bunkers,  all  of  which  were  destroyed.  Evac¬ 
uated  were  el^t  tons  of  unpolished  rice,  five  pounds  of  salt,  cooking, 
utensils,  six  NVA  poncho  liners,  one  entrenching  tool,  and  one  flashlight 
battery. 

Enemy  activity  increased  slightly  in  the  3rd  Brigade  area  of  operations 
as  U.S.  forces  killed  29  enemy  soldiers  in  seven  separate  contacts.  The 
most  significant  contact  deviioped  at  1000  hours  on  12  March,  2,5  kilometers 
east  of  -the  Cambodian  border  (XT3261.86)  when  Company  D,  2nd  Battalion,  27th 
Infantyy  conducted  a  sweep  of  the  area  where  artillery  and  a  Night  Hawk  had 
previously  delivered  a  large  volume  of  fire  due  to  significant  radat  sight¬ 
ings.  D/2-27  Inf  received  small  arms  and  mortar  fire  from  an  estimated  30 
enemy  and  returned  fire  with  organic  weapons,  six  light  fire  teams,  and  two 
artillery  batteries  (110  rounds),  killing  1'3  enemy  soldiers.  Contact  was 
lost  at  1100  hours o  One  AK47  rifle  and  five  pounds  of  documents  were  evac¬ 
uated,  Seven  rounds  of  60an  mortar  ammunition  were  destroyed.  The  captured 
documents  tentatively  identified  the  2  Company,  267  Battalion,  At  1300 
hours,  B/2-27  Inf  located  two  complete  60tmn  mortars  and  seven  rounds  of  60bbl 
mortar  ammunition  500  meters  north  of  the  B/2~27  Inf  contact.  AH  were  des¬ 
troyed  by  artillery. 
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A  combat  patrol  from  Company  A,  6th  Battalion,  31st  Infantry,  7  kilo¬ 
meters  southeast  of  Tru  Cu  (XS414933),  engaged  an  unknown  number  of  enemy 
with  organic  weapons,  helicopter  gunships,  aDd  artillery  at  0025  hours  on 
11  Maych,  Four  enemy  soldiers  were  killed.  Contact  was  lost  at  0100  hours. 
Four  K54  pistols,  150  vials  of  penicillin,  and  ^  pound  of  documents,  were 
evacuated.  The  documents  identified  the  2642  Battalion  which  normally,  op**  . 
er&tes  in  Due  Hoa  District,  Tbe  documents  included  notes  by  a  member  of  the 
6  local  Force  Battalion,  detailing  the  unit's  mission  assigned  by  SR~2  Head¬ 
quarters  for  an  upcoming  "D-Day1',  According  to  the  documents,  battlefield 
preparations  were  to  be  completed  ty  20  March,  while  "D-Day"  was  to  be 
scheduled  for  25  March,  The  battalion's  primary  targets  will  be  Pacific¬ 
ation  teams,  RF/PF  elements,  and  allied  troops  stationed  in  Biuh  Chanb  Dis¬ 
trict,  while  all  the  units  plan  to  coordinate  with  guerrilla  forces  to  as¬ 
sassinate  GVH  officials  and  intelligence  personnel. 

Company  C,  2nd  Battalion,  14th  Infantry  uncovered  a  cache  4  kilometers 
northwest  of  Hiep  Hoa  (XT412097)  at  1300  hours  on  11  March,  Destroyed  were 
90  ChiCom  hand  grenades. 

Enemy  activity  continued  at  a  moderate  level  in  the  area  of  operations 
of  the  3rd  Brigade^  9th  Infantry  Division  during  the  second  weak  of  March, 

In  16  separate  contacts,  3-9  Inf  Div  forces  killed  53  enemy  soldiers  and 
captured  four  prisoners-of-war.  At  1040  hours  on  14  March,  Companies  B  and 
D,  5th  Battalion,  60th  Infantry  with  elaaents  of  Troop  B,  3rd  Squadron, 

17th  Air  Cavalry  and  the  118th  Assault  Helicopter  Company,  engaged  an  un¬ 
known  sized  enemy  f orco  4  kilometers  northwest  of  Tan  Tru  (XS6966) ,  Organic 
weapons,  helicopter  gunships,  and  three  artillery  batteries  (534  rounds)  ac¬ 
counted  far  114  enemy  killed,  One  AK47  rifle,  one  protective  mask,  two  pounds 
of  medical  supplies  and  3/8  pound  of  docments  were  evacuated.  At  1515 
hours,  b/5-60  Inf  captured  one  prisoner-of-war  in  the  area  of  contact.  The 
PW  identified  himself  as  the  NC0IC  of  the  Signal  Section  of  the  211  Sapper 
Battalion,  The  battalion  is  currently  believed  to  be  coordinating  with  the 
3  Artillery  Battalion  and  the  2  Battalion,  1  Wk  Regiment  against  the  2°60 
Infantry  Base  Caap  in  Tan  Tru  (D) ,  The  captured  documents  also  identified 
the  211  Sapper  Battalion,  At  1650  hours,  D/5-6O  Inf  destroyed  11  bunkers 
in  a  bunker  complex  1  kilometer  northwest  of  the  contaot  site  (ZS681663), 

Company  B,  2nd  Battalion  (Mechanized) ,  47th  Infantry,  5  kilometers 
south  of  Ben  Luo  (7S618718)  engaged  an  unknown  number  of  enemy  with  organic 
weapons,  one  light  fire  teem  an$  two  artillery  batteries  (310  rounds)  at 
1350  hours  on  10  March,  Eight  enemy  soldiers  ware  killed,  toe  AK47  rifle 
was  evacuated.'  While  sweeping  the  area  of  contact,  ground  troops  detonated 
one  booby-trapped  (tripvired)  ChiCcm  hand  grenade.  One  U.S.  soldier  was 
wounded.  At  2015  hours,  B/2-4?  Inf  (M)  located  six  eneay  dead  700  meters 
south  of  the  earlier  contact  (XS61871 l).  Three  AK47  rifles  were  evacuated. 
Captured  documents  identified  the  C30  Company,  &8  Training  Battalion,  1 
NVA  Regiment,  To  date  the  training  unit  of  the  1  NVA  Regiment  has  been 
identified  exclusively  in  the  vicinity  of  Ban  Luc,  indicating  that  the  bat¬ 
talion  has  toen  infiltrating  personnel  along  the  Bo  Bo  Canal,  a  traditional 
route  into  the  northern  sub-region. 
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At  2045  hours  on  12  March,  the  Reconnaissance  Platoon,  2nd  Battalion, 
60th  Inf  so  try  with  Vietnamese  Navy  element*,  9  kilometers  northwest  of  Ten 
An  (XS4887.18),  engaged  an  unknown  number  of  enemy  with  organic  weapons  and 
U.S.  Maty  helicopter  gunships.  One  U.S.  soldier  was  wounded  by  enemy  small 
arms  fire«  Four  of  the  enemy  were  killed.  On  13  March  at  213Q  hours,  Ren/ 
2-60  Inf  with  U.S.  Navy  elements  engaged  and  killed  one  enemy  soldier  2.6 
kilometers  northeast  of  the  previous  evening's  contact. 

Suomy  initiated  activity  within  the  25th  Infantry  Division's  area  of 
operations  remained  at  a  low  level  during  the  third  week  of  March  (15-21 
March)  .as  enemy  units  continued  to  avoid  contact  while  confining  their  act¬ 
ivities  to  reconnaissance  of  future  targets  and  replenishment  of  logistical 
bases.  Mining  activity  increased  within  the  AO  with  the  priasry  tram  of. 
activity  located  north  of  the  Sugar  Mill  (XT4505)o  Areas  of  significant 
eneay  activity  were  around  Tay  Nish,  the  lower  Bbi  Loi  Moods  and  Xrang  Bang 
area. 


Three  shelling  incidents  were  reported  during  this  period,  all  within 
the  1st  Brigade  area  of  operations.  One  U.S.  soldier  was  wounded  when 
Company  C,  4th  Battalion  (Mechanized),  23rd  Infantry  received  10  mortar 
rounds  at  0855  hours  on  19  March.  The  Company  was  located  4.5  kilometers 
northeast  of  Trmng  Sup  (XT305583)  at  the  time  of  the  attack  by  fire.  Tay 
Ninh  Base  Camp  (XT1655H5)  received  attacks  by  fire  on  19  March  (2330  hours) 
and  21  March  (0518).  There  were  no  U.S.  casualties  or  equipment  losses  or 
damages. 

Enemy  activity  within  the  1st  Brigade  area  of  operations  continued  at 
a  low  level  during  the  third  weak  of  March.  In  five  separate  contacts,  1st 
Brigade  forces  killed  57  enemy  soldiers  and  captured  one  prisoner-of-war* 

The  4th  Battalion  (Mechanized),  23rd  Infantry  accounted  for  56  enemy 
dead  in  a  two-day  operation  on  Nui  Ba  Den  and  just  northeast  of  the  moun¬ 
tain.  At  302?  hears  e>  D5  March,  C/4-23  Inf  (M)),  approximately  600  meters 
northeast  of  the  mountain  (IT280610),  received  small  arms  and  RFC  fire  from 
an  unknown  cumber  of  enemy.  One  U.B*  soldier  was  wounded.  U.S.  forces  re¬ 
turned  fire  with  organic  weapons,  helicoptef  gunships  and  artillery  with 
unknown  results.  Contact  was  lost  at  1337  hours.  A/4-23  Inf  (M)  received, 
small  arms  fire  from  an  unknown  number  of  eneny  at  1100  hour's  2.8  kilo¬ 
meters  northeast ‘of  C/4-23  Inf  (M)  contact  (XT2826T2).  Ten  U.S.  soldiers 
were  wounded.  U.S.  forces  returned  fire  with  organic  weapons,  helicopter 
gunships,  artillery,  CS  drops  and  TAC  air  strikes  resulting  in  31  eneenr 
killed.  Contact  was  lost  at  1730  hours.  At  1900  hours,  A/4-23  Inf  (M)  re¬ 
ceived  small  arms  fire  resulting  in  one  U.S.  soldier  killed.  Contact  was 
lost  at  1905  hours. 

At  1010  hours  on  16  March,  Troop  D,  3rd  Squadron,  4th  Cavalry  and  A/ 
4-23  Inf  (M)  were  inserted  in  reaction  to  an  intelligence  target  on  the 
"Saddle"  area  of  Nui  Ba  D#n  (XT285600),  An  LCH  received  small  arms  ground 
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fire  resulting  in  moderate  damage  to  the  LOH  but  no  casualties.  The  fire 
was  returned  with  organic  weapons  and  artillery.  (For  further  information 
see  Operational  Report  -  Lessons  Learned,  372d  Radio  Research  Company,  303d 
Radio  Research  Battalion,  for  the  corresponding  period.)  Later  at  1338 
hours,  A/D/4-23  Inf  (M)  received  small  arms  and  RPG  fire  from  an  unknown 
number  of  enemy  vicinity  XT280600.  U.S.  forces  returned  fire  with  organic 
weapons,  helicopter  gunships,  and  TAC  air  strikes  with  unknown  results.  An 
AH IG  Cobra  gunship  supporting  the  4-23  Inf  (M)  contact  received  heavy  small 
arms  lire  at  1400  hours  and  crashed.  A/4-23  -Lnr  V«;  swept,  the  contact  area 
at  1430  hours  and  located  ten  enemy  killed  vicinity  XT285605.  At  1527 
hours,  C/4-23  Inf  (M)  received  small  arms  fire  from  an  unknown  number  of 
enemy  vicinity  XT281.615.  Two  U.S.  soldiers  were  killed  and  six  wounded. 
U.S.  forces  returned  fire  with  organic  weapons,  light  fire  team,  TAC  air 
strikes,  and  artillery  resulting  in  15  enemy  KIA,  Contact  was  lost  at  1845 
hours. 


Company  C,  1st  Battalion  (Mechanised),  5th  Infantry,  9.5  kilometers 
northeast  of  Dau  Tieng  (XT524564) >  located  five  enemy  dead  at  1650  hours  on 
19  March.  The  bodies  were  3-5  days  old.  The  enemy  had  been  killed  by  art¬ 
illery  initiated  by  duffel  bag  activations. 

Operations  by  3rd  Squadron,  4th  Cavalry  during  this  period  resulted  in 
seven  enemy  killed  and  the  capture  of  three  prisoners-of-war  in  two  separate 
contacts.  Cto  18  March  at  1500  hours,  a  light  scout  team  from  Troop  D,  3rd 
Sqdn,  4th  Cav  received  heavy  small  arms  fire  from  an  estimated  20  enemy,  1 
kilometer  east  of  the  Cambodian  border  (XT346139)  near  the  Tay  Ninh  and  Hau 
Nghia  Province  borders.  The  team  LOH  took  one  hit,  sustaining  minor  damage. 
Returning  fir*  with  organic  weapons,  helicopter  gunships  and  supporting  art¬ 
illery  accounted  for  six  enemy  KIA.  Companies  A;  and  C,  2nd  Battalion,  27th 
Infantry  swept  the  contact  area  with  no  further  results. 

Enemy  activity  within  the  3rd  Brigade  area  of  operations  continued  at 
a  low  level,  as  main  force  units  continued  to  reconnoiter  future:  targets. 

In  ten  separate  contacts,  3rd  Brigade  force*'  killed  22  enemy  soldiers  and 
captured  two  prisoners-of-war. 

A  combat  patrol  from  Company  B,  2nd  Battalion,  14th  Infantry  received 
email  arma  and  RPG  fire  from  an  unknown  Dumber  of  enemy  8  kilometers  south¬ 
west  of  Go  Day  Ha  (XT375171)  on  17  March  at  2125  hours.  They  returned  fire 
with  organic  weapons,  a  light  fire  team,  and  a  flare  ship,  resulting  in  six 
enemy  killed.  Che  U.S.  soldier  wa*  killed  and  five  were  wounded  during  the 
contact.  Two  AK47  rifle*  and  two  RPG  launchers  were  evacuated.  At  2005 
hours  on  19  March,  Company  C,  2nd  Battalion,  14th  Infantry,  reacting  to  duf¬ 
fel  bag  activations,  engaged  ten  enery  solders  with  organic  weapons,  a 
light  fire  team  and  a  flare  ship  3  kilometers  southeast  of  B/2-14  Inf’s, 
contact  on  17  March.  Five  of  the  enemy  soldiers  were  killed.  There  was  no 
return  fir*  from  the  enemy  elaaent. 
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Company  C,  2nd  Battalion  (Mechanized),  22nd  Infantry  killed  seven  enemy 
soldiers  in  four  separate  contacts  on  a  rubber  tree  plantation  3  kilometers 
southeast  of  Cu  Chi  (XT655122).  The  contacts  began  at  0920  hours  on  16 
March  and  continued  sporadically  through  21 50- hours  on  17  March.  One  AK47 
rifle,  21  pounds  of  commo  wire,  one  headset  and  miscellaneous  medical  sup¬ 
plies  were  evacuated  to  Cu  Chi  Base  during  the  operations.  Captured 
documents  identified  elements  of  the  Quyet  Thang  Regiment  and  SR-1  Head¬ 
quarters  sections. 

Company  A,  2nd  Battalion  (Mechanized),  22nd  Infantry  with  elements  of 
the  25th  Military  Intelligence  Company  uncovered  a  small  enemy  weapons  cache 
at  1223  hours  on  15  March.  The  cache  was  located  5  kilometers  north  of 
Trung  lap  (XT587266)  in  the  Ho  Bo  Woods,  Evacuated  were  three  Ml 6  rifles, 
one  AK47  rifle,  one  SKS  rifle,  one  Carbine,  four  Ml 6  magazines,  four  122mm 
rockets  and  700  pounds  of  polished  rice. 

Activity  within  the  area  of  operations  of  3rd  Brigade,  9th  Infantry 
Division  remained  moderate  during  the  week  as  main  force  and  local  force 
units  continued  their  reconnaissance  and  re-supply  efforts  for  future  plan¬ 
ned  activities  intended  to  disrupt  the  GVN  Pacification  Program  in  Long  An 
Province.  In  26  separate  contacts,  3rd  Brigade,  9th  Infantry  Division  ele¬ 
ments  killed  75  enemy  soldiers  and  captured  six  prisoners-of-war. 

In  a  series  of  contacts  4  kilometers  southeast  of  Ben  Luc  (XS6473)  on 
20  March,  elements  of  2nd  Battalion,  60th  Infantry  killed  ten  enemy  soldiers, 
captured  five  prisoners-of-war,  and  received  one  Hoi  Chanh.  At  0940  hours, 
helicopter  gunships  of  Troop  B,  3rd  Squadron,  17th  Air  Cavalry  with  A/2-60 
Inf  (XS640733),.  engaged  an  unknown  number  of  enemy  with  organic  weapons  re¬ 
sulting  in  four'  enemy  KIA,  At  1200  hours,  A/2-60  Inf  (XS640729),  engaged 
an  unknown  number  of  enemy  with  organic  weapons  resulting  in- two  enemy  KIA, 
Three  prisoners-of-war  were  captured  and  one  rallier  received.  One  of  the 
PWs  identified  his  unit  as  the  1  Company,  1  Battalion,  1  NVA  Regiment.  The 
PW  also  stated  that  the  mission  of  the  company  was  to  serve  as  a  commo/ 
liaison  unit  between  Ba  Thu  (XT0604)  and  Long  Dinh  Village  (XS6573).  One- 
half  pound  of  medical  supplies,  five  AK47  rifles  and  one  K54  pistol  were 
evacuated  from  the  contact  area.  At  1305  hours,  D/2-60  Inf  (XS640738), 
captured  two  male  prisoners-of-war,  and  evacuated  four  pounds  of  documents 
to  Tan  Tru.  At  1800  hours,  A/2-60  Inf  (XS645729)  engaged  four  enemy  soldiers 
uith  organic  weapons  fire,  killing  all  four  enemy. 

Operations  north  and  northeast  of  Tan  Tru  (XS6764)  between  16  and  20 
March  by  elements  of  2nd  Battalion,  60th  Infantry  accounted  for  22  enemy 
killed  in  five  separate  contacts. 

At  2155  hours  on  21  March,  Team  21,  Company  E  (Rangers),  75th  Infantry, 

3  kilometers  northwest  of  Ben  Luc  (XS598782),  engaged  5-6  enemy  soldiers 
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with  organic  weapons,  U.S.  Navy  light  fire  team,  and  artillery.  Five  of  the 
enemy  were  killed.  No  U.S.  casualties  resulted  from  enemy  small  arms  fire". 
At  0130  hours,  Team  11,  Company  E  (Ranger),  75th  Infantry  was  inserted  in 
this  area  (XS598782)  and  received  small  arms  fire  from  an  unknown  number  of 
enemy.  Returning  fire  with  organic  weapons,  flareship,  U.S.  Navy  light  fire 
team  and  artillery,  U.S.  forces  killed  two  enemy  soldiers,  bringing  the 
total  number  of  enemy  killed  during  the  contact  to  seven. 

During  the  period  17-27  March,  Colonel  Walworth  F*  Williams,  Commanding 
Officer  (Designate) ,  3rd  Brigade,  9th  Infantry  Division  visited  Cu  Chi  Base 
Camp  for  an  initial,  orientation  on  25th  Infantry  Division  activities. 

Enemy  initiated  activity  within  the  25th  Infantry  Division's  area  of 
operations  remained  at  a  low  level  during  the  fourth  week  of  March  (22-31 
March)  as  the  predicted  highpoint  for  enemy  main  force  units  failed  to  mat¬ 
erialize,  This  postponement  may  have  been  due  to  the  current  politico- 
military  situation  within  Cambodia.  Enemy  main  force  units  continued  to 
avoid  contact  while  confining  their  activities  to  reconnaissance  of  future 
targets  and  replenishment  of  logistical  bases.  Thero  was  a  decrease  in  min¬ 
ing  activity  within  the  AO  during  this  period.  (For  further  information, 
see  Operational  Report  -  Lessons  Learned,  372d  Radio  Research  Company,  303d 
Radio  Research  Battalion,  for  the  corresponding  period.)  Areas  of  signifi¬ 
cant  enemy  activity  occurred  within  the  3rd  Brigade  of  the  9th  Division’s 
AO,  specifically  around  Tan  Tru  (XS6763)  and  Rach  Kien  (XS7470). 

Four  shelling  incidents  were  reported  within  the  Division’s  TA0I,  all 
occurring  during  the  last  three  days  of  March.  Two  of  these  attacks  were 
within  the  1st  Brigade’s  AO,  the  most  significant  being  against  Tay  Nich 
Base  Camp  (XT16551 5)  in  the  early  morning  of  31  March.  At  0123  hours,  Tay 
Ninh  Base  Camp  received  small  arms  end  RRG  fire,  16  rounds  of  60mm  mortar, 
two  rounds  of  107mm  mortar  and  am  unknown  number  of  82mm  mortar  rounds 
from  an  unknown  number  of  enemies,  resulting  in  seven  U.S.  wounded.  This  enemy 
force  was  engaged  with  helicopter  gunships,  an  Air  Force  forward  air 
controller,  a  Night  Hawk,  and  artillery,  resulting  in  five  enemy  killed. 

On  a  sweep  of  the  area  by  Company  0,  3rd  Battalion,  22nd  infantxy  and  Com¬ 
pany  A,  4th  Battalion  (Mechanized),  23rd  Infantry,  two  prisoners-of-war 
were  captured.  The  two  FWs  identified  the  8  Sapper  Battalion,  16  Armor 
Office,  C0SVN  which  had  last  been  identified  on  7  March  by  documents  taken 
from  an  enemy  body  southwest  of  Tham  Rot  (XT719531).  Three  AK47  rifles, 

80  ChiCom  hand  grenades,  23  RFG  rounds,  two  bangalore  torpedoes,  one  ChiCom 
pistol,  two  riflo  grenade  launchers,  five  AK47  magazines,  and  two  pair  of 
wire  cutters  were  evacuated. 

Enemy  activity  within  the  1st  Brigade's  A0  continued  at  a  low  level 
during  the  fourth  week  of  March.  In  four  separate  contacts,  1st  Brigade 
forces  killed  ten  enemy  soldiers  and  captured  two  prisoners-of-war. 

The  most  significant  contact  occurred  at  1600  hours  on  28  March  8.5 
kilometers  north  of  Dau  Tieng  (XT491473)  in  the  Razorbacks-.  The  1st 
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Brigade  Mini-Car  with  the  Resmnaissance  Platoon  and  Company  0,  1  at  Bat¬ 
talion  (Mechanized),  5th  Infantry,  engaged  8-10  enemy  in  bunkers  with  organ- 
io  weapons;  helicopter  gtvasbips,  tactical  air  strikes  and  artillery.  Seren 
enemy  soldiers  were  killed.  Return  fire  by  the  enemy  resulted  in  one  U.S. 
killed,  three  U.S.  wounded  end  one  Kit  Carson  So out  wounded.  Throe  AK47 
rifles,  tan  pounds  of  doouments,  and  ten  pounds  of  clothing  were  errata* ted. 

(Operations  by  3rd  Squadron,  4th  Cavalry  during  this  period  resulted 
in  12  enemy  killed  and  the  capture  of  two  prisoners-of-war.  On  22  March  at 
1800  hours,  an  LCH  from  Troop  D,  3-4  Cay  on  visual  reconnaissance  over  the 
Til  Hoi  Rubber  Plantation  (XT695206)  received  stall  arts  fire.  The  gunshlp 
returned  fire  with  organic  weapons,  killing  four  of  the  enemy. 

On  26  March  at  0720  hours,  a  light  scout  teat  from  Troop  D,  3-4  Cav 
engaged  $-4  enemy  with  organic  weapons  and  artillery  resulting  in  two  enemy 
soldiers  killed.  A  sweep  of  the  area  by  Troop  C,  3-4  Car  and  Company  D, 

2nd  Battalion,  27th  Infantry  resulted  in  the  capture  of  two  prisoners-of- 
war  and  the  evacuation  of  two  AK47  rifles,  ten  pounds  of  documents,  erne 
S.,0.1.  and  code  book,  and  ten  pounds  of  nedleal  supplies.  One  of  the 
prisoners  captured  identified!  the  B1  Staff  Section,  268  Regiment.  He  also 
stated  that  the  entire  268  Regiment  was  located  in  the  Boi  Lot  Woods  (XT48- 
38)  with  an  approximate  strength  of  30C  man  is  January. 

On  29  March  at  1730  hours,  a  light  scout  team  of  Troop  D,  3-4  Cav  en¬ 
gaged  five  enemy  soldiers  about  2  kilometers  north  of  the  Straight  Sdge 
Woods  (ITT  69385)  with  organic  weapons  and  artillery*  Pour  enemy  soldiers 
were  killed. 

The  only  significant  enemy  caches  found  during  this  period  were  by 
Troop  A,  3-4  Cav  on  23  and  24  March  approximately  10  kilometers  north  of 
the  Ben  Cui  Rubber  Plantation  (XT426580,  H432560,  H43#554)«  A  medical 
cache  containing  TOO  pounds  of  penicillin  pills,  five  pounds  of  unidenti¬ 
fied  red  powder,  ten  pounds  of  sulphate,  seven  pounds  of  unidentified  pink 
pills,  one  five  gallon  can  of  ether,  one  .50  caliber  can  of  ether  vials, 
two  .50  caliber  cans  of  syringes  and  surgical  thread,  two  .50  caliber  cans 
of  powdered  penicillin  in  bottles,  one  *50  caliber  cab  of  unidentified 
yellow  powder,  four  quart  bottle*  of  ether,  one  five  gallon  can  of  chloro¬ 
form,  nine  bottles  of  malaria  pills,  five  pounds  of  unidentified  yellow 
pills,  two  500ml  bags  of  glucose,  three  pounds  of  unidentified  orange  pill*, 
nine  pounds  of  unidentified  orange  powder,  18  pounds  of  unidentified  white 
pills,  two  bags  of  surgical  thread,  and  two  CKC  rifles  warn-  located  at  1245 
hours  on  23  March.  At  1100  hours  on  24  March,  4,720  pounds  of  rice  were 
evacuated.  At  1 51 5  hours  on  24  March,  50  pounds  of  medical  supplies  were 
evacuated. 

Rneey  activity  within  the  3rd  Brigade  area  of  operations  remained  at  a 
low  level  as  main  force  units  continued  to  avoid  contaet  while  attempting 
to  replenish  logistical  and  personnel  losses.  In  19  separate  contacted  3rd 
Brigade  forceB  killed  46  enemy  soldiers  and  captured  two  prisoners-of-war. 
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On  31  March  at  2050  hours,  Company  B,  2nd  Battalion,  14th  Infantry  en¬ 
gaged  an  unknown  number  of  enemy  with  organic  weapons  8,5  kilometers  north¬ 
west  of  Hiep  Hoa  (XT373110)  in  the  Plain  of  Reeds,  Six  enemy  were  killed 
and  three  AK-47  rifles  and  three  RPG  rounds  were  evacuated.  The  enemy  re¬ 
turned  fire  with  organic  weapons,  wounding  two-U.S.  soldiers. 

On  22  March  at  2130  hours,  a  combat  patrol  of  Company  A,  2nd  Battalion, 
(Mechanized),  22nd  Infantry  engaged  an  unknown  number  of  enemy  with  organic 
weapons,  a  Night  Hawk,  helicopter  funships  and  artillery,  4  kilometers 
northwest  of  Cu  Chi  (XT599161).  Nine  enemy  were  killed  and  pound  of 
documents  wm  evacuated  with  no  U.S.  casualties. 

A  prisoner-of-war  was  captured  by  Company  B,  2nd  Battalion,  27th  Infan¬ 
try  9  kilometers  southwest  of  Go  Dau  Ha  (XT35H75).  The  PW  was  an  NCO  for 

the  Commander  of  the  269  Battalion.  He  revealed  that  the  main  mission  of 

the  269  Battalion  is  to  combat  the  success  of  the  Rural  Development  Cadre 
in  Loc  Giang  and  Due  Hoa  (D).  He  also  stated  that  the  269  Battalion  plans 
on  attacking  three  allied  posts  in  the  vicinity  of  Loc  Giang  (XT4315),  An 
Hiep  (XT4612),  and  Rach  Cong  (XT4111). 

In  an  action  by  snipers  of  Company  D,  2nd  Battalion,  27th  Infantry  on 
27  March  at  1930  hours  10  kilometers  southwest  of  Datt  Tieng  (XT467370)  in 
the  Boi  loi  Woods,  five  enemy  soldiers  were  killed.  Two  AK-47  rifles,  2? 
pounds  of  documents,  pound  of  medical  supplies,  and  ten  pounds  of  cloth¬ 
ing  were  evacuated. 

A  Hoi  Chanh  received  by  Compary  D,  2nd  Battalion,  31  at  Infantry  at 

1350  hours  on  27  March  10  kilometers  southwest  of  Hiep  Hoa  (XS42694D) 

identified  the  3  Company,  267  Battalion  and  related  that  the  Company’s 
mission  was  to  support  local  forces  in  attacking  Revolutionary  Development 
Cadre. 

Activity  within  the  area  of  operations  of  3rd  Brigade,  9th  Infantry 
Division  remained  moderate  during  the  week  as  main  force  units  continued  to 
work  with  local  forces  to  disrupt  the  Pacification  Program.  In  32  separate 
contacts,  3rd  Brigade,  9th  Infantry  Divison  forces  killed  86  enemy  soldiers 
and  captured  seven  prisoners-of-war. 

In  two  separate  contacts  on  22  March  at  1950  and  2030  hours,  elements 
of  Company  C,  2nd  Battalion,  60th  Infantry,  killed  four  enemy  apldiers  4 
kilometers  east  of  Tan  Tru  (XS703625).  Three  prisoners-of-war  were  captured 
by  B/2-60  Inf  on  23  March  at  1651  hours  2  kilometers  northeast  of  Tan  Tru 
(XS681651).  They  identified  the  C5  Company,  K5  Battalion,  1  NVA  Regiment 
which  had  last  been  identified  by  a  prisoner-of-war  captured  on  19  March 
10.5  kilometers  northwest  of  Tan  Tru  (XS59I696). 

In  an  action  on  25  March  at  1120  hours,  D/2-60  Inf  with  air  cushion 
vehicles  engaged  three  enainy  with  organic  weapons  and  helicopter  gunships 
5  kilometers  north  of  Tan  Tru  (XS670660).  Two  enemy  soldiers  were  killed, 
one  prisoner-of-war  was  captured,  and  two  AK-47  rifles  were  evacuated.  One 
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U.S.  soldier  was  wounded  by  enemy  small  ama  fire.  The  PW  identified  hi# 
unit  as  CJ+  (l07sn  Rocket  Company) ,  3  Artillery  Battalion  which  previous 
intelligence  had  indicated  was  targeted  against  the  2nd  Battalion,  60th 
Infantry's  Base  Camp  at  Tan  Tru  (XS665623). 

On  27  March  at  0125  hours,  a  combat  pgtrol  of  Company  D,  5th  Battalion, 
60th  Infantry  with  helicopter  gunships  of  the  190th  Assault  Helicopter  Com¬ 
pany,  reacting  to  duffel  bag  activations,  engaged  an  unknown  number  of  enemy 
8  kilometers  north  of  Thu  Thua  (XS 506800 J  with  organic  weapons,  one  light 
fire  team,  and  one  artillery  battery  (150  rounds  illumination) ,  resulting 
in  13  enemy  soldiers  killed.  Throe  SKS  rifle* ,  four  AK47  rifles,  one  RPG 
launcher  with  13  RPG  rounds,  on®  ChiCwi  .30  caliber  machine  gun,  33  round® 
of  82mm  mortar,  7,750  rounds  of  small  arms  ammunition,  three  anti-tank 
mine*,  751  peunds  of  explosives,  seven  ChiCeo  hand  grenades,  one  protective 
mask,  30  peunds  of  rice,  30  blasting  caps,  five  peund*  of  clothing,  two 
pounds  ef  medical  supplies,  one  round  of  57mm  ammunition,  and  five  peunds 
ef  decument*  were  evacuated.  The  enemy  returned  fire  with  organic  weapena 
slightly  damaging  ene  helicopter 0  There  were  ue  U.S.  casual tie*.  The  cap¬ 
tured  decumonts  identified  the  K8  Training  Battalion  which  trains  newly 
infiltrated  replacement*  in  sapper  tactic*. 

Elements  ef  Cempany  E  (Ranger),  75th  Infantry  had  three  significant 
contacts  during  this  reporting  period 0  On  25  March  at  1540  hours,  Team  21 
engaged  an  estimated  platoon  of  enemy  soldiers  6  kilometer*  north  of  Tan 
Hiep  (IS 529 588)  and  killed  five  of  the  en&qy.  Evacuated  were  one  Chi!'-an 
hand  grenade  and  £  pound  of  document#.  On  31  March  at  0830  hours.  Team  17 
with  elemonts  of  Troop  B,  3rd  Squadron,  17th  Air  Cavalry  engaged  an  un¬ 
known  number  of  enemy  3.5  kilometers  southwest  of  Rach  Kien  (XS715670)  with 
organic  weapons  and  helicopter  gunships  resulting  in  six  enemy  killed.  One 
K54  pistol,  one  ChiCom  hand  grenade  and  pound  of  documents  were  evacuated* 
There  were  no  U.S.  casualties.  Team  24  with  elements?  of  B/ 3-1 7  Mr  Cav  en=> 
gaged  an  unknown  number  of  enemy  at  1720  hours  on  31*  March  6.5  kilometer# 
south  of  Ben  Luc  (XS622699)  with  organic  weapons  and  artillery,  resulting 
in  seven  enemy  killed. 

On  23  March  at  2020  hours.  Company  C,  2nd  Battalion  (Mechanized),  47th 
Infantry  engaged  an  unknown  number  of  enemy  5  kilometers  southeast  of  Binh 
Phuoc  (XSb 39508)  with  organic,  weapons  and  artillery.  Eivs  enmy  soldiers 
were  killed.  One  AK47  rifle  and  two  pounds  of  document*  were  evacuated. 

On  25  March,  Major  General  Edward  Bautz,  Jr.,  Commanding  General 
(Designate),  25th  Infantry  Division,  visited  Cu  Chi  Base  Camp  for  an  orien¬ 
tation  on  25th  Infantry  Division  activities. 

The  25th  Infantry  Division  and  3rd  Brigade,  9th  Infantry  Division 
forces  killed  553  and  captured  32  of  the  enemy  dxiring  the  month  of  March, 
accounted  for  227  individual  weapons,  21  crew<-served  weapons,  and  11.03 
tons  of  rice  (captured  or  destroyed).  Division  soldiers  destroyed  240 
mines  and  booby traps  while  detonating  72,  resulting  in  eight  U.S.  soldiers 
killed  and  106  wounded. 
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I xs,  March*  53,2t6  patients  ware  treated  on  MIDCAPS  and  duatal  ci-vic 
action  programs*  A  class  for  16  RF/PF  medics  was  started  by  the  12th  Evac¬ 
uation  Hospital  at  Ou  Chi  Base  Camp.  The  3-4  Car  conducted  MEDCAPS  com¬ 
bined  with  Vietnamese  medics,  enhancing  the  rapport  of  the  GVH  and  providing 
a  method  of  training  GVH  personnel* 


Approximately  17  million  leaflets  were  disseminated  throughout  the 
TAOI  during  the  month  and  1500  broadcast  were  made  by  ground  and  air  res¬ 
ources.  A  total  of  242  Hoi  Chanh  rallied  daring  the  month.  A  program 
to  induce  wounded  VC  to  rally  was  initiated  by  the  3rd  Brigade  along  the 
Vam  Co  Dong  River  between  FSB  Hampton  (XI417238)  aid  FSB  Houatoh  (XT437070). 
Thr  program  includes  dropping  a  signaling  device  (ceri.Be  panel  10"  X  14") 
with  instructions  on  use,  rally  instructions  and  Chieu  Hoi  leaflets  along 
with  four  ounces  of  rice. 


Hamlet  Evaluation  System  (HKS-70)  ratings  as  of  28  February  1970  were; 


Jfc2Xt 

A. 

ft 

£ 

Tay  Ninh 

2 

89 

29 

Han  Nghia 

0 

32 

55 

Long  An 

1 

181 

120 

D  IS  V 

U0*  •* 

2  0  0 

48  0  0 

66  15  15 


The  percentage  of  population  in  A,  ft*  and  C  category  hamlets  as  of  28 
February  1970  was  98.7  percent  in  Tay  Ninh,  70.4  percent  in  Han  Nghia,  and 
87.0  percent  in  Long  An. 


Enemy  initiated  activity  increased  significantly  during  the  week  U-7 
April)  within  the  25th  Infantry  Division’s  area  of  operations,  as  enemy 
forces  conducted  attacks  by  fire  and  limited  sapper  attacks  against  allied 
installations  within  the  1st  and  3rd  Brigade  AOs.  The  increased  period  of 
enemy  activity  during  the  week  produced  the  highest  output  of  enemy  ini¬ 
tiated  activity  since  October  1969.  Primary  areas  of  enemy  activity  were 
in  the  Renegade  Woods  (XT2930),  Thy  Ninh  Base  Camp  (XT1651),  Due  Hue  (XT3408), 
Dau  Tieng  (XT4947),  and  west  of  Go  Dau  Ha  (Xt3925)o  Mining  actlldty  also 
increased  during  the  week. 

Ten  shelling  incidents  were  reported  within  the  1st  Brigade  A0  during 
the  week.  Dau  Tieng  Base  Camp  (XT491473)  received  40  rounds  of  82mm  mor¬ 
tar  fire  at  0110  hours  on  1  April,  resulting  in  light  damage  to  four  AH-1G 
(Cobra)  helicpoters.  The  fire  was  returned  with  artillery,  mortars,  a 
Shadow,  and  a  ligfyt  fire  team  with  unknown  results.  On  1  April,  Tay  Ninh 
Base  Camp  (XTI65I)  received  eight  rounds  of  75mm  xecoilless  rifle  fir#  at 
0055  hours,  four  rounds  of  HE  at  0245  hours,  and  five  rounds  of  122m  rocket 
fire  at  0630  hours  resulting  in  six  U.S.  wounded,  heavy  daaags  to  one  truck, 
and  light  damage  to  two  trucks  and  one  building.  Artillery  returned  fire 
to  XT1 25525  and  XT067456  with  unknown  results.  At  first  light,  the  Recon¬ 
naissance  Platoon,  3rd  Battalion,  22nd  Infantry  swept  the  area  of  the  sus¬ 
pected  enemy  locations  and  evacuated  one  protective  mask,  one  RPG  round 
and  one  ChiCon  hand  grenade.  Tay  Ninh  Base  Camp  received  three  122ms 
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rockets  at  0710  hours  on  3  April  resulting  in  one  U.S.  killed,  11  U.S. 
wounded,  heavy  damage  to  one  building  and  light  damage  to  another  buil¬ 
ding.  (to  7  April  at  1000  hours  Company  C,  3rd  Battalion,  22nd  Infantry 
near  the  Straight  Edge  Woods  (XT1 78297)  received  eight  rounds  of  82ram. 

A  UH-1H  helicopter  in  the  vicinity  received  organic  weapons  and  RPG  fire 
from  an  unknown  number  of  enemy.  Two  U.S.  soldiers  were  killed,  five 
U.S.  wounded  and  there  was  heavy  damage  to  the  UH-1H  helicopter* 

In  two  separate  contacts,  1st  Brigade  forces  killed  eight  enemy  sol¬ 
diers.  On  1  April  at  2015  hours,  Company  C,  4th  Battalion  (Mechanized), 

23rd  Infantry  engaged  five  to  six  enemy  soldiers  1  kilometer  north  of  Phu 
Khuong  (XT337600 j  with  organic  weapons  and  artillery,  killing  two  enemy 
soldiers  and  evacuating  one  AK-47  rifle.  On  5  April  at  1225  hours,  A / 

4-23  Inf  (M)  engaged  an  unknown  number  of  enemy  at  the  southeastern  base 
of  Nui  Ba  Den  Mountain  (XT290570)  with  organic  weapons,  am  Air  Force 
Forward  Air  Controller,  air  strikes,  a  light  fire  team,  and  artillery 
resulting  in  six  enemy  killed  and  the  evacuation  of  one  RPG  launcher  and 
one  AK-47  rifle.  organic  ve&pans  fire  killed  tike  and  ueoniUd 

11  U.S.  soldiers. 

Operations  by  3rd  Squadron,  4th  Cavalry  during  this  period  resulted 
in  11  enemy  killed.  On  5  April  at  1820  hours,  a  light  scout  team,  while 
on  visual  reconnaissance  over  the  Boi  Loi  Woods  (XT504335)»  engaged  three 
enemy  soldiers  with  automatic  weapons  resulting  in  three  enemy  soldiers 
killed.  At  1015  hours  on  7  April,  a  light  fire  team  from  D/3-4  with 
elements  from  116th  Assault  Helicopter  Company  and  6th  Battalion,  31st 
Infantry  engaged  an  unknown  number  of  enemy  9  kilometers  east  of  Trung  lap 
(XT690218),  resulting  in  four  enemy  killed*  Four  AK-47  rifles,  one  RPG 
launcher,  one  pound  of  medical  supplies  and  one  pound  of  documents-  were 
evacuated.  Enemy  small  arms  fire  caused  moderate  damage  to  one  L0H. 

Within  the  3rd  Brigade’s  A0,  nine  shelling  incidents  were  reported 
during  the  week.  The  most  significant  one  occurred  at  0245  hours  on  1 
April,  when  Company  E,  2nd  Battalion,  27th  Infantry,  at  Patrol  Base  Blue 
(XT258291)  received  four  107mo  rockets,  30  RPG  rounds,  and  30  rounds  HE 
resulting  in  two  U.S.  wounded.  Fire  was  returned  with  artillery,  a  light 
fire  team,  and  a  Night  Hawk  until  0315  hours  when  contact  vias  lost. 

The  most  significant  contact  within  the  3rd  Brigade's  A0  began  at  0840 
hours  on  2  April  when  Teams  38  and  39,  Company  F  (Ranger),  75th  Infantry 
were  inserted  into  the  Renegade  Woods  (XT2930J  reacting  to  intelligence 
information.  The  contact  lasted  until  6  April,  ultimately  involving  Com¬ 
panies  A,  B,  and  C,  2nd  Battalion,  27th  Infantry,  and  Companies  A  and  B, 

2nd  Battalion  (Mechanized),  22nd  Infantry,  supported  by  artillery,  tacti¬ 
cal  air  strikes,  Air  Force  Forward  Air  Controllers,  helicopter  gunships, 
flame  bath,  Shadow,  Night  Hawk,  and  flare  ships.  The  total  results  for  the 
operation  were  101  enemy  killed  (BC),  one  prisoner-of-war  captured,  and 
two  Hoi  Chanh  received.  U.S.  casualties  were  11  killed,  one  died  of  wounds, 
and  34  wounded.  For  further  information,  see  Inclosure  6  and  372nd  Radio 
Research  Company  Operational  Report  -  Lessons  Learned  for  the  period  ending 
30  April  1970. 
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In  other  aottona  by  3rd  Brigade  forces,  seven  enemy  soldiers  were  killed, 
one  prisoner-of-war  captured  and  three  Hoi  Chanh  received,  At  2155  hours  on 
4  April,  a  night  defensive  position  of  Company  C,  2nd  Battalion  (Mechanized), 
22nd  Infantry  in  the  Mlchelin  Rubber  Plantation  (XT589501 )  received  small 
arms  fire  from  an  unknown  number  of  enemy®  fire  was  returned  with  mortars 
resulting  in  four  enemy  killed® 

At  1900  hours  on  5  April,  Company  A,  6th  Battalion,  31st  Infantry  engaged 
two  enemy  soldiers  8  kilometers  oast  of  Trung  Lap  (XT672222),  with  organic 
weapons  resulting  in  one  enemy  killed,  one  enemy  wounded  and  two  Hoi  Chanh 
received.  On  6  April,  a  Hoi  Chanh  rallied  to  A/ 6-31  Ini'  near  the  5  April  con¬ 
tact  site  (XT671225).  He  identified  himself  as  a  platoon  leader  in  the  2  Com¬ 
pany,  T  Battalion,  Quyet  Thanjg  Regiment.  He  stated  that  the  1  Battalion  was 
now  located  in  Phu  Hoa  Tay  (CNA.)  which  is  tl^»  normal  area  of  operation  of 
the  Quyet  Thang  Regiment.  The  1  Battalion  was  last  identified  by  a  Hoi  Chanh 
who  rallied  vicinity  XT626222  on  23  March. 

Enemy  initiated  activity  within  the  area  of  operations  of  3rd  Brigade, 

9th  Infantry  Division  remained  at  a  low  level  as  main  force  units  attempted 
to  avoid  contact.  In  1'4  separate  contacts,  3rd  Brigade,  9th  Infantry  Div¬ 
ision  forces  killed  23  enemy  soldiers  and  captured  one  prisoner-of-war® 

At  1330  hours  on  1  April,  Company  C,  2nd  Battalion,  60th  Infantry  en¬ 
gaged  an  unknown  number  of  enemy  5  kilometers,  west  of  Ben  Luc  (XS578753) 
with  organic  weapons  and  a  light  fire  team,  resulting  in  three  enemy  killed. 
Documents  captured  northwest  of  Ben  Luc  (XS588790)  by  B/2-60  Inf  at  1:200 
hours  on  3  April  identified  the  Postal  and  Transportation  Section  of  SR»2, 

Ben  Tnu  (D)  element®  No  tactical  information  was  obtained. 

At  O44O  hours  on  1  April,  Company  C,  5th  Battalion,  60th  Infantry  en¬ 
gaged  an  unknown  number  of  enemy  4  kilometers  north  of  Tan  Tru  (XS658697) 
with  organic  weapons  and  artillery  killing  two  enemy  soldiers.'  One  AK47 
rifle  was  evacuated.  At  2120  hours  on  6  April,  B/5-60  Inf  with  rdver  patrol 
boats  (PBRs),  engaged  three  enemy  soldiers  5  kilometers  northeast  of  Tan 
Tru  (XS705668)  killing  two  enemy  soldiers.  .  * 

On  4  April  at  1100  hours,  Company  A,  2nd  Battalion  (Mechanized),  47th 
Infantry  engaged  three  enemy  soldiers  4  kilometers  northeast  of  Binh  Phuoc 
(XS638588)  with  organic  weapons  and  a  light  fire  team,  resulting  in  three 
enemy  killed. 

In  an  action  by  Teams  14  and  21  p  Company  K  (Ranger),  75th  Infantry,  5 
kilometers  north  of  Thu  Thua  (XS530770)  on  7  April  at  1950  hours,  six  enemy 
soldiers  were  engaged  with  organic  weapons,  a  light  firs  team,  and  artillery. 
Three  enemy  were  killed  and  three  AK47  rifles  were  evacuated. 

On  2  April,  the  1st  Battalion  (Mechanized),  5th  Infantry  was  placed 
under  the  operational  control  of  the  1st  Air  Cavalry  Division. 

On  2  April,  Major  General  Edward  Bautz,  Jr.  became  Commanding  General  of 
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the  25th  Infantry  Division,  Also,  Colonel  Thomas  J.  Hanifen  became 
Chief  of  Staff  of  the  25th  Infantry  Division. 

Major  General  Alberto  Pico,  Adjutant  General  and  Lieutenant  Governor 
of  Puerto  Rico  visited  Cu  Chi  Base  Camp  on  2  April  for  an  orientation  on 
25th  Infantry  Division  activities. 

Major  General  James  W.  Sutherland,  Jr,,  U.S.  Army,  DGG,  II  Field 
Force,  visited  Cu  Chi  Base  Camp  on  4  April  for  an  orientation  of  25th  Infan¬ 
try  Division  activities.  On  6  April*  Major  General  Sutherland  visited  Tan 
An  for  an  orientation  on  the  activities  of  the  3rd  Brigade,  9th  Infantry 
Division, 

Brigadier  General  Stewart  L.  McKenny,  Deputy  STANO,  ACSI,  DA  visited 
Cu  Chi.  Base  Camp  on  5  April  to  obtain  information  on  surveillance,  target 
acquisition  and  night  observation  sensor  devices  which  are  currently  em¬ 
ployed  against  NVA/VC  forces.  Colonel  WilliMi  E.  Burr,  Chief,  MACV  J3-06 
visited  Cu  Chi  Base  Camp  for  an  orientation  on  25th  Infantry  Division 
activities  on  5  April, 

On  7  April,  the  Citizen’s  Committee  For  Peace  With  Freedom  In  Vietnam 
visited  Cu  Chi  Base  Camp  to  obtain  information  on  the  current  situation  in 
the  Republic  of  Vietnam,  Vietnamization,  and  the  Pacification  Program,  The 
Party  consisted  of  Dr.  Edmund  A,  Gullion,  Dean,  Fletcher  School  of  law  and 
Diplomacy,  Tufts  University;  Mr,  Charles  Tyroler,  President,  Quadri-Science, 
Inc,;  Mr,  David  Bradshaw,  Attorney;  and  Mr,  Peter  White,  Director,  World 
Affairs  Council,  Atlanta.  They  were  escorted  by  Brigadier  General  Greene 
and  Mr,  Richard  J.  Harrington,  U.S.  Embassy. 

Enemy  initiated  activity  within  the  25th  Infantry  Division's  area  of 
operations  decreased  tut  remained  at  a  low  level  during  the  second  week  in 
April  (8-1 4  April).  Primary  offensive  activity  for  main  force  units  con¬ 
tinued  to  be  the  conduct  of  limited  attacks  by  fire  against  allied  instal¬ 
lations.  Areas  of  primary  enemy  activity  were  ir.  the  Renegade  Woods  (XT- 
2931),  west  of  NuL  Ba  Dan  Mountain  (XT2858),  Dan  Tieng  (XT4947),  and  in 
the  Boi  Loi  Woods  (XT4837). 

Activity  within  the  1st  Brigade's  AO  remained  at  a  low  level  this  week 
with  only  scattered  engagements  reported  in  which  12  enemy  soldiers  were 
killed.  However,  two  significant  shellings  occurred  in  the  Tst  Brigade 
during  the  week.  Dau  Tieng  Base  Camp  (XT491473)  received  22  rounds  of 
120mm  mortar  fire  from  northwest  of  the  camp  at  0100  hours  on  9  April,  re¬ 
sulting  in  one  U.S.  wounded  and  heavy  damage  to  a  petroleum  oil  lubricants 
bladder.  Fire  was  returned  by  4.2  inch  and  81mm  mortars:  with  unknown  re¬ 
sults.  At  0030  hours  on  11  April,  Tay  Ninh  Base  Camp  (XT1651)  received  15 
rounds  of  120mm  mortar  fire  from  the  northwest  (XT1 18559),  resulting  in 
one  U.S.  soldier  wounded  and  minor  damage  to  the  perimeter's  defensive  wire. 
Fire  was  returned  with  Night  Hawk  and  artillery  with  unknown  results. 
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Cta  12  April  at  11405  hour  a,  Company  C,  2nd  Battalion,  12th  Infantry 
discovered  an  enemy  hunker  complex  5*5  kilometers  east  of  Ben  &»  in  bixt 
Trapesoid,  (XT628355)-  Ten  bunkers,  800  pounds  of  rice,  seven  small  arms 
magazines,  and  150  pounds  of  mall  anas  ammunition  were  destroyed.  Oau 
and  a  half  pounds  of  document®  were  evacuated.  An  ammunition  cache  was 
located  by  C/2-1 2  Inf  on  14  April  at  1230  hour a;  7  kilometers  east  of  Ben 
Sue  (XT647338).  Eighty  Bid  rounds,  five  rounds  of  82nm  mortar,  57  hand 
grenades,  1100  small  arms  rounds,  53  BP(*  boosters,  and  two  anti-personnel 
mines;  were  destroyed,  (tee  unknown  type  rifle,  one;  light  machine,  gun,  and 
one  82mm  mortar  sight  were  evacuated. 

Company  C,  3rd  Battalion,  2 2nd  Infantry  received  eight  rounds  of  82ma 
mortar  fire  4  kilometers  southeast  of  the;  Straight  Edge  Woods  (XTH80293) 
at’ 1000  hours,  li  UB-1H  helicopter,  called  in  for  a  MEDEVAC,  received 
heavy  enemy  .51  caliber  machine;  gun,  small  arms,  and  BPG  fire  and  was 
downed  in  the:  vicinity  of  150179292  with  heavy  damage-.  Five  U.S.  soldiers 
were  wounded  and  two  killed.  An  hour  and  a>  half  later  (1130  hours),  C/3-22 
Ini*  received  small  arms  fire  from  an  unknown  number  of  enemy  30  meters  from 
the  shelling  incident  (XT178297).  Fire;  was  returned  with  organic  weapons, 
a  light  fire  team,  air  strike*,  and  artillery  with  unknown  results.  Three 
U.S.  soldiers  wers  killed  and  two  were  wounded  in  the  engagement.  A  sweep 
of  the  previous  day’s  contact  area  by  B/C/3-22  Inf  located  six  enemy  dead.  > 

Two  anti-tank  mines,  six  BPS  rounds,  two  BIG  boosters,  14  rifle  grenades, 
eight  ChlCoa  hand  grenades,  30  rounda  of  .51  caliber  ammunition,  300  rounds 
of  SK3  amjmwition  and  25  pound  stick®  of  TNT'  were  destroyed.  Evacuated 
to  Tsy  Niph  were  300  pounds  of  clothing,  one  medical  bag,  and  32  pounds  of 
documents,. 

A  night  defensive  position  of  A/3-22  Inf  in  the.  Straight  Edge  Woods 
engaged  ten  enemy  soldiers  with  organic  weapons,  a  Night  Hawk,  and  artillery 
at  2050  hours;  on  9  April.  Si*-  enemy  soldiers  were  killed  while  four  AK47 
rifles  and  one  backpack  were  evacuated.  There  were  no  U.S.  casualties. 

Team  11,  Company  F  (Bangers),  75th  Infantry,  reacting  to  duffel  bag 
activations,  engaged  12  enemy  soldiers  6  kilometers  southwest  of  Hm  Khuong 
(XT384555)  with  orgatfic  weapons  resulting  in  seven  enemy  killed.  (tea  AK47 
rifle,  onp  K54  pistol  and  three  pounds  of  documents'  were  evacuated.  , 

Operations  by  3rd  Squadron,  4th  Cavalry  during  the;  second  week  of  April 
resulted  in  seven  enemy  kill ed  in  three  separate  contacts.  The  most  signif¬ 
icant  contact  occurred  at  1700  hours  on  It  April  in  the  Bbi  Loi  Woods  ( XT- 
41540  5)  when  an  LCH  from  Troop  D,  3rd  Sqd,  4th  Cav  engaged  an  unknmwn  number  of 
enemy  soldiers  with  orgAnio  weapons  and  A  light  scout  team.  The  enemy  return¬ 
ed  with  small  arms  firo>  hitting  the;  LCHi  and  forcing  it  to  land  with  light 
damage,  (tee  platoon  from  B/3-4  Cav  reacted;  to  the  contact  and  located  six 
eneny  bodies.  Ctee  AK47  rifle,  two  K54  pistols,  and  three  pounds  of  docu¬ 
ments  were  evacuated. 
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A  cache  was  located  in  a  tunnel  in  the  Boi  Loi  Woods  (XT502332)  by 
C/3-4  Cav  on  9  April  at  1740  hours.  Fifteen  blasting  caps,  five  pounds  of 
medical  supplies,  miscellaneous  booby  trap  manufacturing  material  and  one 
pound  of  documents  were  evacuated.  The  tunnel,  two  105mm  rounds,  two  CBU 
bombs,  and  one  shape  charge  were  destroyed.  The  captured  documents  identified 
the  C23  Medical  Company,  268  Regiment. 

Enemy  activity  within  the  3rd  Brigade’s  AO  remained  at  a  low  level 
during  the  week  as  main  farce  units  avoided  contact.  3rd  Brigade  forces 
killed  12  enemy  soldiers  and  captured  one  prisoner-of-war  in  four  separate 
contacts. 

On  11  April  at  1315  hours,  3rd  Brigade  Mini- Cav  with  the  25th  Military 
Intelligence  Company  and  elements  of  2nd  Battalion  (Mechanised),  22nd  Infantry, 
exploiting  Hoi  Chanh  information,  destroyed  20  rounds  of  60um  mortar  and 
12  RPG  rounds,  6  kilometers  northeast  of  Trung  Lap  in  the  Ho  Bo  Woods 
(XT657245).  Three  RED  light  machine  guns,  one  AK-47  rifle,  and  one  RPG 
optical  sight  were  evacuated. 

On  12  April  at  0005  hours.  Company  A,  2nd  Battalion  (Mechanized),  22nd 
Infantry  engaged  an  estimated  enemy  platoon  3.5  kilometers  northwest  of  Cu 
Chi  (XT597143)  wilh  organic  weapons  and  artillery  resulting  in  six  enemy 
soldiers  killed.  Enemy  small  arms  fire  wounded  six  U.S,  soldiers  and  caused 
light  damage  to  tiro  APCs.  Contact  was  lost  at  0110  hours. 

Company  C,  2nd  Battalion,  27th  Infantry  located  an  ammunition  cache  in 
the  Renegade  Woods  (XT286323)  on  8  April  at  1245  hours.  One  claymore  mine, 
nine  RPG  rounds,  one  RPG  booster,  two  ChiCom  hand  grenades,  and  800  rounds 
of  small  arms  ammunition  were  evacuated  to  Go  Bau  Ha.  Two  hundred  pounds 
of  rice  were  destroyed  also. 

A  combat  patrol  from  Company  D,  6th  Battalion,  31st  Infantry  engaged 
four  enemnr  soldiers  on  10  April  at  01 40  hours  in  the  Plain  of  Meeds 
(XS341905)  with  organic  weapons  and  artillery  resulting  in  one  enemy  killed 
and  one  backpack  evacuated.  Enemy  returned  fire  with  small  arms  until  0150 
hours  when  contact  was  lost.  At  1800  hours  on  11  April,  a  combat  .patrol 
from  D/6-31  Inf  engaged  four  enemy  soldiers  7  kilometers  southwest  of  the 
previous  day's  contact  (XS311844)  with  organic  weapons  and  a  light  fire 
team.  Four  enemy  were  killed  and  two  RPG  launchers,  one  RPG  booster  and 
£  pound  of  documents  were  evacuated  to  Cu  Chi.  There  was  no  enemy  return 
fire  and  no  U.S.  casualitiea. 

Enemy  activity  within  the  3rd  Brigade,  9th  Infantry  Division's  AO 
remained  at  a  low  level  during  the  second  week  of  April  as  main  force  units 
continued  to  coordinate  with  local  units  in  an  attempt  to  disrupt  the 
Pacification  Program.  3rd  Brigade,  9th  Infantry  Division  Forces  killed  25 
enemy  soldiers  in  eight  separate  contacts  this  week. 

At  2230  hours  on  11  April,  Company  A,  2nd  Battalion,  60th  Infantry 
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engaged  four  enemy  8  kilometers  southeast  of  Tan  Tru  (XS71.0564)  with  organic 
weapons  and  artillery  resulting  in  three  enemy  killed*  On  the  following 
day  at  1310  hours,  Troop  B,  3rd  Squadron,  17th  Air  Cavalry  with  a  combat 
patrol  from  D/2-60  Inf  engaged  an  unknown  number  of  enemy  soldiers  with 
organic  weapons  300  meters  north  of  the  A/ 2-60  Inf  contact.  Four  enemy 
soldiers  were  killed  while  one  K-54  pistol  and  one  pound  of  documents  were 
evacuated  to  Tan  Tru. 

On  11  April  at  1225  hours,  Company  A,  5th  Battalion,  60th  Infantry 
located  and  destroyed  two  30  pound  anti-tank  mines  and  two  ChiCom  hand 
grenades  5.5  kilometers  south  of  Binh  Phouc  (XS633503) .  Four  hundred  rounds 
of  small  arms  ammunition  were  evacuated  to  Rach  Kien.  At  1550  hours, 

A/5-60  Inf  engaged  an  unknown  number  of  enemy  at  the  same  spot  with  organic 
weapons,  a  light  scout  team,  and  one  light  fire  team  resulting  in  two 
enemy  killed.  The  enemy  force  returned  fire  with  organic  weapons  and  RPG 
fire,  killing  one  U.S.  soldier.  Nineteen  bunkers,  nine  booby  trapped  hand 
grenades,  and  two  82mm  mortar  rounds  were  destroyed.  One  RPG  launcher  and 
one  pound  of  documents  were  evacuated.  A  sweep  of  the  11  April  contact 
area  by  A/5-60  Inf  on  12  April  at  1105  hours  located  one  medical  aid  bag, 
one  flashlight,  two  NVA  protective  masks,  700  small  arms  rounds,  two  NVA 
protective  masks,  two  AK-47  magazines,  two  transistor  radios,  200  pounds 
of  rice,  and  one  field  stove  which  were  evacuated  to  Rach  Kien  (XS739- 
696). 


In  an  action  on  13  April  at  2059  hours,  the  Reconnaissance  Platoon, 
2nd  Battalion  (Mechanized),  47th  Infantry  engaged  two  enemy  soldiers  7 
kilometers  south  of  Tan  An  (XS49669)  with  organic  weapons  and  artillery 
resulting  in  one  enemy  killed.  Eight  B-40  rounds,  40  pounds  of  C-4,  one 
U.S.  claymore  mine  and  1000  small  arms  rounds  were  evacuated. 

Company  E  (Rangers),  75th  Infantry  had  two  significant  contacts  this 
week.  On  12  April  at  0450  hours,  Team  14  engaged  two  enemy  soldiers  6 
kilometers  west  of  Tan  An  (XS490669)  with  organic  weapons,  resulting  in 
two  enemy  killed,  Two  K-54  pistols,  miscellaneous  web  gear,  and  \  pound 
of  documents  were  evacuated.  Team  11,  engaged  six  enemy  soldiers  in  a 
sampan  5  kilometers  west  of  Ben  Luc  (XS577753)  with  organic  weapons 
on  13  April  at  1825  hours.  Four  enemy  soldiers  were  killed  and  one 
RPG  launcher  and  one  AK-47  rifle  were  evacuated. 

The  1st  Air  Cavalry  Division  relinquished  operational  control  of  the 
1st  Battalion  (Mechanized),  5th  Infantry  on  12  April  and  the  1-5  Inf  (M) 
returned  to  the  1st  Brigade. 

Lieutenant  General  Walter  T.  Kerwin,  DCSPER,  DA  visited  Cu  Chi  Base 
Camp  on  9  April  to  discuss  Officer  retention/enlisted  extensions,  drug 
abuse,  confinement  facilities,  DA  support  of  Awards  Program,  uniform 
for  RVN  returnees  and  strength  accounting  procedures. 
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Infantry  ftmv.on  Headquarters.,  Cu  Clu.  base  Camp  for  an  intelligence  brie£~ 
ing  and  a  dxxcuasion  of  operations  agains'  enemy  limits  xn  SiVI , 

Colonel  Arthur  W.  Hackwood,  Ohiod’,  U 1  A?oy  So  u>  t;<  •  y,  Pacific, 

visited  Cu  Ghi  Base  oarnp  on  Ik  April  for  an  orian'atxon  oo  ^5th  infantry 
Division  activities. 

Enemy  Initiated  activity  rUbin  the  25iu  Infantry  Division’s  TAOI 
remained  at  a  low  level  during  th<).  third  week  :Ln  April  ('l  >~21  April),  Enemy 
activity  continued  to  consist  of  limited  attacks  by  fire  Against  allied  in¬ 
stallations  and  recormai  ssance  of  future  targets  for  an  qptp-C-ted  offensive 
to  be  initiated  in  late  Ay  or  early  May,  Also.,  eviejoy  1u.ln.Aa4  activity 
stayed  at  the  same  level  as  In  ih>-  second  week  of  ap-il*  Primary  areas  of 
enemy  activity  were  in  the  vlairuty  cf  lay  113 nft  (XTVbyO  and  east  of  the 
Angel® s  Wing, 

Enemy  activity  remained  at  a  low  lave!  in  the  !ec-  brigade’s  AO  during 
the  week  as  main  force  units  continued  to  avoid  contact  while  attempting 
to  replenish  logistical  and  personnel  .'losses 0  In  two  separate  contacts,  1st 
Brigade  forces  killed  ten  enemy  soldiers.  Theses  significant  shelling  In¬ 
cidents  occurred  in  the  1st  Brigade  AO  during  the  weak,  Dau  Tieng  Bd3e  Camp 
(XT491473)  received  tO  rounds  of  T’itOmm  mortar  fire*  at  2110  hours  on  20  April 
resulting  in  six  U,S.  vonndtid*  F.us  was  returned  wi.*h  artillery  and  mortars 
to  X.T5T51  with  vaknewa  rc.su! ts»  At  Of 40  hours  on  21  April,  Company  A,  3rd 
Battalion,  22r*i  infantry  at-  FS3  Washington  (XXI 46568)  received  15  rounia  of 
60wm  mortar  fire  from  XX7,5 557.3  resulting  in  two  U.So  wounded,  Fire  was 
turned  by  artillery  with  unknown  results.  On  21  April  at  0600  hour*,  lay 
Ninh  Base  Camp  (XT1651)  received  seven  122mm  rockets  from  the  northeast  re» 
suiting  in.  two  U.S,  wounded,  heavy  damage  to  one  UH<*1 H  helicopter  and  light 
damage  to  another  UH-1H  helicopter. 

The.  most  significant  contact  in  the  Hat  Brigade  AO  oecamd  on  17  April 
at  '  11520  hours  when  Company  G,  2nd  Ba.ila.iion,  12th  .Infantry  engage-!  an  ui>^* 
known  narabej?  *f  enemy  soldiers  6  kilometer  a  northwest  *f  Ben  Sue  (XT.5A7.387 ) 
with  organic  weapons  and  a  f  laa%  thrower  rs-sealtlng  in  four  en-smy  soldiers 
killed  and  ih*  evacuation  of  three  AK47  ri.fles  and  on*?  BPG  launcher,  The 
enemy  force  returned  fire  with  organic  weapons  awd  hand  grenades  until  1750 
hours  when  contact  was  lest.  At  1830  hours,  C/&42  Inf  received  automatic 
weapons  fire  from  the  sou  in  resulting  In  one-  UoS0  soldier  killed  and  four 
woundedo  Fire  was  returned  with  organic  weapons  resulting  in  five  enemy 
soldiers  killed  and  th<$  evaluation  of  ths,ea  AKA'7  rifles.  Contact  was  lost 
at  1900  hours 0 

Operations  by  3rd  Squadron,  4th  Cavalry  during  the  third  week  of  April 
resulted  in  f:i.V*  enemy  killed  in  three  separate  contacts.  The  most  sign¬ 
ificant  contact  occurred  at  0705  hours  on  15  April  when  D/3»4  Cav  engaged 
three  enemy  2  kilometers  south  of  Ben  Sue  (XT.5683I2)  wi.th  organic  weapons 
ana  a  light  fire  team  resulting  in  three  enemy  soldiers  killed. 
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Enemy  activity  within  the  3rd  Brigade's  AO  remained  at  a  lew  level  dur¬ 
ing  the  week  as  main  force  units  avoided  contact.  In  three  separate  con¬ 
tacts,  3rd  Brigade  forces  killed  20  enemy  soldiers. 

The  most  significant  contact  occurred  on  19  April  at  1030  hours  when  a 
UH-lC  helicopter  from  the  1 16  Assault  Helicopter  Company  received  small  arms 
ground  fire  from  an  estimated  20  enemy  soldiers  6  kilometers  southeast  of 
Trang  Bang  (XT545167),  Fire  was  returned  with  organic  weapons  resulting  In 
six  enemy  killed.  Company  A  and  the-  Scout  Platoon,  2nd  Battalion  (Mech¬ 
anized),  22nd  Infantry  moved  into  the'  contact  area  about  1135  hours  where 
they  engaged  an  unknown  number  of  enemy  with  organic  weapons,  light  fire 
team,  and  artillery  resulting  in  seven  enemy  killed.  Evacuated  from  the 
contact  area  were  three  AK47  rifles,  one  .45  caliber-  pistol,  four  AK47 
magazines  and  ■£  pound  of  documents.  Five  hand  grenades,  one  booby  trapped 
811mm  mortar  round,  five  bunkers,  ten  fighting  positions,  two  trenches,  one 
U.S.  ammunition  pouch,  and  one  first  aid  pouch  were  destroyed. 

Team  32,  Company  F  (Rangers),  75th  Infantry  engaged  five  enemy  soldiers 
7  kilometers  northeast  of  Trung  Lap  in  the  Ho  Bo  Woods  (XT65624 2)  resulting 
in  five  enemy  killed.  Enemy  small  arms  fir»  wounded  one  U.S.  soldier0 
Three  AK47  rifles,  one  backpack  and  1/8  pound  of  documents  were  evacuated. 
The  captured  documents  identified  the  Rear  Service  Section,  Quyet  Thang 
Regiment. 

Two  Hoi  Chanh  were  received  by  Company  C,  2nd  Battalion,  14th  Infantry 
at  0640  hours  on  19  April  7.5  kilometers  south  of  Go  Dau  Hu.  One  stated 
that  he  was  a  member  of  the  Dung  Binh  Local  Force  unit  whose  mission  was 
to  provide  security  for  civilian  laborers  carrying  ammunition  and  small  arms 
from  Dia  Gia,  Cambodia  (XT2801 50)  to  Ba  Thu  (XT250030) »  Both  men  were  sub¬ 
ordinate  to  a  rear  service  element,  probably  the  100  Rear  Service  Grcup0 

Enemy  activity  in  the  area  of  operations  of  the  3rd  Brigade,  9th  Inf¬ 
antry  Division  remained  at  a  low  level  during  the  week,  as  main  force  units 
coordinated  with  local  forces  to  harass  the  GVH  Pacification  Program.  In 
14  separate  contacts,  3rd  Brigade,  9th  Infantry  Division  forces  killed  33 
enemy  soldiers  and  captured  three  prisoners-of-war. 

Tan  An  Airstrip  (XS552649)  received  five  rounds  of  82mm  mortar  fire  at 
0025  hours  on  16  April,  resulting  in  seven  U.S.  soldiers:  wounded,  light 
damage  to  three  buildings  and  one  5-ton  truck.  Fire  was  returned  with  art¬ 
illery  with  unknown  results. 

The  most  significant  contact  occurred  6  kilometers  west  of  Ben*  Luc 
(XS565757)  at  1'255  hours  on  19  April  when  Troop  A,  3rd  Squadron,  ti7th  Air 
Cavalry  with  an  aero  rifle  platoon,  reacting  to  an  Intelligence  target,  re¬ 
ceived  smnl 1  arms  ground  fire  from  an  unknown  number  of  enemy.  Companies 
A  and  D,  2nd  Battalion,  60th  Infantry  were  inserted  at  1305  hours  and  they 
engaged  the  same  enemy  force  with  organic  weapons,  a  light  fire  team,  and 
artillery  resulting  in  H4  enemy  killed 0  Enemy  small  arms  fire  killed  one 
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U.S.  soldier  and  wounded  three  U0S.  soldiers  and  one  Kit  Carson  Scout*  Three 
AK47  rifles,  two  transistor  radios,  two  ponchos  and  pound  of  documents  were 
evacuated.  They  destroyed  25  tunkers,  50  pounds  of  rice  20  ChiCom  hand 
grenades,  one  stove,  and  one  pound  <.f  medical  supplies.  Also,  two  destroyed 
sampans  were  located* 

At  2234  hours  on  15  April,  Company  A,  5th  Battalion,  60 th  Infantry  en~ 
gaged  two  enemy  soldiera  6,5  kilometers  north  of  Tan  Tru  (XS653697)  with 
organic  weapons  and  artillery  resulting  in  two  enemy  killed.  Two  AK47 
rifles,  tiro  backpacks,  two  ChiCom  hand  grenades,  and  one  pound  of  documents 
were  evacuated. 

Company  E  (Rangers),  75th  Infantry  had  two  significant  contacts  this 
week.  On  21  April  at  1950  hours,  Team  11  engaged  an  unknown  number  of  enemy 
4.5  kilometers  west  of  Ben  Luc  (XS567760)  with  organic  weapons,  a  Navy  lignt 
fire  team,  and  a  Night  Hawk  resulting  in  three  enemy  killed.  Team  17  on 
PBSs  engaged  five  to  ten  enemy  at  1955  hours  on  21  April  2.  kilometers  norths 
west  of  Team  11's  contact  (XS572778)  with  organic  weapons  resulting  in  three 
enemy  soldiers  killed. 

On  117  April,  the  3rd  Brigade  released  operational  control  of  the  6th 
Battalion,  31st  Infantry  which  returned  to  the  3rd  Brigade,  9th  Infantry 
Division,  On  I18  April,  the-  2m  Battalion  (Mechanized),  47th  Infantry  left 
the  3rd  Brigade,  9th  Infantry  Division  and  was  placed  under  the  adminis¬ 
trative  and  logistical  control  of  the  2nd  Brigade  and  deployed  in  Nhon 
Trach  District, 

Mr,  Wilson  Bryant,  GS12,  USARV  Ammunition  Surveillance  Inspector, 
visited  Cu  Chi  Base  Camp  and  subordinate  units  throughout  the  25th  Infantry 
Division’s  AO  from  1 5~21  April  to  observe  and  discuss  25th  Infantry  Div¬ 
ision  ammunition  storage  and  dispersal  procedures. 

Major  General  Donald  H,  Cowles,  ACofS,  J3,  USMACV,  visited  Cu  Chi  Base 
Camp  on  19  and  20  April  for  an.  orientation  on  25th  Infantry  Division  act¬ 
ivities,  On  20  April,  Lieutenant  General  John  D„  LaVelle,  USAF,  Director, 
Defense  Communications  Planning  Group,  DA,  Colonel  L,  V.  Hoyt,  DCPG  LN0, 
Saigon,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Herbert  C,  Perlman,  USAP,  Ex  Asst,  DCPG,  and 
Major  W*  T»  Chawtek,  USMC,  DCPG.  LNO,  Saigon,  visited  Cu  Chi  Base  Camp  to 
obtain  an  update  on  current  Duffel  Bag/Bass  operations. 

Enemy  initiated  activity  within  the  25th  Infantry  Division’s  TAOI 
remained  at  a  low  level  during  the  fourth  week  of  April  (22-30  April). 
Offensive  activity  generated  by  enemy  forces  continued  to  consist  of  lim¬ 
ited  attacks  by  fire  against  Allied  fire  support  bases  and  patrol  bases 
while  conducting  reconnaissance  of  future  targets*  Mining  activity  increased 
during  the  week  with  the  primary  area  being  in  the  Citadel  (XT5428).  Pri¬ 
mary  areas  of  enemy  activity  were  in  the  vicinity  of  Tay  Ninh  (XT1'65lO  and 
Dau  Tieng  (XT4947). 
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Activity  within  the  list  Brigade's  AO  remained  at  a  low  level  this  week 
as  main  force  units  avoided  contact  while  attempting  to  replenish  logis¬ 
tical  and  personnel  losses.  In  six  separate  contacts,.  1st  Brigade  forces 
killed  eight  enemy  soldiers.  Five  shelling  incidents  were  reported  during 
the  veck  hut  only  one  w»3  significant.  On  26  April  at  2255  hours,  Company 
Ay  2nd  Battalion,  12th  Infantry  at  Fire  Support  Base  Pine  Ridge  in  the 
Razorbacks  (XT5225SO)  received  25  .rounds  of  82nm  mortar  fire  and  tO«-T5 
HPG-  rounds  from  an  unknown  number  of  enemy*  Inmediately  following  this 
barrage,  10-15  enemy  sappers  breached  the  wire  from  the  east  and  proceeded 
to  detonate  about  25  satchel  charges  and  30  hand  grenades  in  hootche*  and 
bunkers  throughout  the  FSBi  The  enemy  force  withdrew  the  same  way  they 
came  in  and  were  engaged  with  organic  weapons,  artillery,  a  llghfc  fire  team, 
Shadow,  and  a  flare  ship  until  2350  hours  when  contact  was  losfc.  Four  U.S. 
soldiers  were  killed  and.  113  wounded  in  the  attack  while  the  enemy  lout  one 
KIA*  Destroyed  were  two  line  bunkers,  one  radio  shack,  one  medic  shack, 
one  command  post  bunker,  two  artillery  hootches,  ‘five  sleeping  hootches, 
and  one  generator  shop  with  four  generators.  An  artillery  fire  direction 
center  (FDC)  was  lightly  damaged*  One  AK/,7  rifle  and  10-1 5  satchel  charges 
were  evacuated* 

The  two  most  significant  contacts  in  the  1st  Brigade  AO  occurred  in 
the;  Straight  Edge  Woods.  On  23  April  at  1900  hours,  the  Reconnaissance 
Platoen  ef  the  1st  Battalion  (Mechanized),  5th  Infantry  engaged  two  enemy 
soldiers -at  XT1 77337  moving  te  the  southwest  with  organic  weapons  and  a 
light  fire  team  resulting  in  two  enemy  killed*  Cbe  AX47  rifle,  one  T5 
pound  mine,  1 50  rounds  of  small  arms  ammunition,  one  set  of  HVA  web  gear, 
one  shovel,  and  £  pound  of  documents  were  evacuated*  The  captured  dec- 
ument*  identified  the  BI14  Battalion  which  normally  operates  in  the  contact 
area*  At  1405  hours  on  25  April,  B/l >5  Inf  00  2  kilometers  north  of  the 
R/l-5  Inf  (M)  contact  (XT180374)>  received  small  arms  and  RFC  fire  from 
six  to  ten  enemy  soldiers*  The  U.S.  force  returned  fire  with  organic 
weapons,  a  light  fire  team,  SAC  air  strikes,  and  artillery  resulting  in 
two  enemy  killed*  Che  AX47  rifle,  two  RK£  launchers,  thr&e  RPft  rounds, 
and  two  NVA  helmets  were  evacuated*  Two  U.S*  soldiers  were  wounded* 

Operations  by  3rd.  Squadron,  4th  Cavalxy  during  the  fourth  week  of 
April  resulted  in  four  enemy  killed  In  two  separate  contacts*  The  meet 
significant  contact  occurred  at  0710  hours  on  23  April  when  a  Light  Scout 
Team  from  Tropp  B,  3°°4  Car  engaged  three  enemy  soldiers  in  bun^,w3  4  kilo* 
meters  southwest  of  Ben  Sue  in  the  Ho  Bo  Woods  (XT55429S)  with  organic 
weapons  resulting  in  three  enemy  killed*  An  Aero  Rifle  Platoen  was  in¬ 
serted  in  the  contact  area  and  located  one  destroyed  RP&  launcher  and  one 
destroyed  K54  pistol.  Evacuated  were  on  AK47  rifle,  ten  pounds  of  clothing 
and  two  pounds  of  documents*  The  captured  documents*  consisted  of  a  series 
of  letters  which  identified  the  Rear  Service  and  Political  Staff a.  of  SR-1 . 

Three  enemy  arms  caches  were  located  by  V3~4  Cav  in  a  three  day 
sweep  of  an  area  11  kilometers  northwest  of  Dau  Tieng  in  the  Crescent*  On 
22  April  at  1516  hours,  B/3=4  G&v  located  six  bunkers  at  XT426556  which 
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contained  one  light  machine  gun,  four  AK47  rifles,  one  Ml 6  rifle,  ono  ChiCom 
hand  grenade  and  one  60ma  mortar  round.  The  cache  waa  approximately  two  to 
three  months  old  and  in  poer  condition.  The  weapons  were  evacuated  to  FSB 
Wood.  On  23  April  at  0900  hours,  B/3~4  Cav  located  a  cache  80  meters  south 
of  the  previous  day's  cache  at  XT404548.  Destroyed  were  4'I2  ChiCom  hand 
grenades,  130  rifle  grenades,  63  rounds  of  57mm  recoilless  rifle  ammunition, 
30  rounds  of  75mm  recoilless  rifle  ammunition,  146  rounds  of  RPG  ammunition, 
63  RPG  boosters,  23  rounds  of  82m*  mortar,  two  rounds  of  60mm  mortar,  18  more 
rounds  of  82mo  mortar  with  fuses,  seven  ChiCom  claymore  mines,  50  claymore 
detonators,  36  pressure  type  detonators,  and  3,100  rounds  of  small  arms 
ammunition.  On  the  following  day,  24  April,  B/3»4  Cav  located  another  cache 
(in  poor  condition)  at  1125  hours  in  the  same  place  as  the  23  April  cache 
(XT424548) .  Destroyed  were  two  bunkers,  one  40  pound  shape  charge,  one  RPG 
round,  one  57mm  recoilless  rifle  round,  20  round*  of  81mm  mortar  and  10 
ChiCom  hand  grenades.  Evacuated  were  1,030  rounds  of  small  arms  ammunition. 

Enemy  activity  within  the  3rd  Brigade  A0  continued  at  a  low  level  dur¬ 
ing  the  week.  In  nine  separate  contacts,  3rd  Brigade  forces  killed  21  enemy 
soldiers. 

In  a  series  of  three  contacts,  elements  of  the  2nd  Battalion,  27th 
Infantry  killed  six  enemy  soldiers  in  an  area  approximately  6  kilometers 
vest  of  Due  Hoa,  On  21  April  at  2101  hours,  snipers  from  B/2-27  Inf  engaged 
five  to  six  enemy  at  XS525993  with  organic  weapons  and  artillery  resulting 
in  two  enemy  killed.  At  2050  hours  on  23  April,  snipers  from  0/2-27  Inf 
engaged'  three  enemy  soldiers  260  meters  southeast  of  the  21  April  contact 
(XS542978)  with  organic  weapons  resulting  in  two  enemy  killed  and  the  capture 
of  30  pounds  of  rice.  Snipers  from  R/2-27  Inf  engaged  two  enemy  soldiers 
on  24  April  at  0346  hours  80  meters  southeast  of  the  21  April  contact  site 
(XS532996)  with  organic  weapons  resulting  in  two  enemy  killed. 

Two  Hoi  Chanh  uere  received  by  Company  C,  2nd  Battalion,  14th  Infantry 
10  kilometers  north  of  Due  Hue  near  the  Angel's  Wing  (XT346I74).  One 
Hoi  Chanh  identified  himself  as  a  civilian  laborer  with  Group  10  which  is 
a  transportation  group  located  in  Dia  Gia,  Ca&bodia.  Group  10  is  probably 
the  82  Rear  Service  Group  which  used  to  operate  in  War  Zone  G,  The  shift 
to  the  9  VC/NVA  Division  south  probably  accounts  for  the  82  Rear  Service 
Group  operating  in  the  Angel’s  Wing,  The  other  Hoi  Chanh  was  a  female 
medic  with  the  Information  Platoon,  2642  Battalion  in  Ba  Thu,  Cambodia, 

The  mission  of  the  Information  Platoon  is  to  supply  liaison  personnel  to 
deliver  messages  and  letters  between  units  in  SR-2.  She  also  stated  that 
the  morale  of  the  2642  Battalion  is  low  and  that  there  are  many  VC  who 
want  to  Chieu  Hoi  but  will  do  so  only  when  the  opportunity  presents  itself. 

Enemy  activity  within  the  area  of  operations  of  the  3rd  Brigade,  9th 
Infantry  Division  remained  at  a  low  level  during  the  week  as  main  fore* 
units  continued  to  operate  in  a  fragmented  configuration  while  reinforcing 
l*cal  forc*B  in  their  efforts  to  disrupt  the  GVM  Pacification  Program  in 
Long  An  Province..  In  nine  separate  contacts,  17  enemy  soldiers  were  killed 
and  three  prisoners-of-war  captured. 
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In  a  contact  vith  five  ®n®oy  soldiers  on  24  April  at  0330  hours,  in 
the  Plain  of  Reads  (IS359900),  on®  enemy  soldier' was  killed  by  a  combat 
patrol  from  Company  C,  6th  Battalions  31st  Infantry#  Evacuated  were  one 
AX47  rifle,  one  backpack,  on®  NVA.  pistol  belt,  one  ChiCoa  field  radio, 
one  NVA  gas  mask  and  two  pounds  ef  documents.  The  captured  documents 
identified  the  K4  Battalion,  1  NVA  Regiment  which  was  last  identified  by 
two  prisoner-of-war  captured  on  20  March  vicinity  XS6Q4738  by  Company 
D,  2nd  Battalion,  60th  Infantry.  On  25  April  at  0830  hours,  A/6-31  Inf 
engaged  two  to  three  enemy  7  kilometers  west  of  Binh  Phuoc  (XS545547) 
with  organic  weapons,  a  light  fire  team  and  artillery  resulting  in  two 
enemy  killed  and  the  evacuation  of  one  AK47  rifle.  Enemy  small  arus 
fire  wounded  one  Kit  Carson. Scout. 

Company  C,  2nd  Battalion,  60th  Infantry  engaged  10-15  enemy  5  kilo- 
meters  west  of  Ben  Luc  (XS573579)  on  24  April  at  1930  hours  with  organic 
weapons,  a  light  fire  team,  and  a  U.S.  Navy  light  fire  team  resulting  in 
seven  enemy  killed.  There  were  no  U.S.  casualties.  One  K54  pistol,  one 
ChiCon  hand  grenade,  and  two  pounds  of  documents  were  evacuated.  The 
documents  identified  an  unknown  sapper  battalion  of  SR-2. 

On  22  April  at  2130  hours,  Team  21,  Company  E  (Rangers),  75th  Infantry 
engaged  ten  enemy  soldiers  3  kilometers  northwest  of  Ben  Luc  (XS599781)  with 
organic  weapons,  a  U.S,  Navy  light  fire  team,  and  a  light  fire  team  result¬ 
ing  in  three  enemy  killed.  Cue  AK47  rifle,  one  Ml 6  rifle  end  one  CKC 
rifle  were  evacuated.  The  enemy  returned  fire  with  small  arms  but  there 
were  no  U.S,  casualties.  Team  17,  Company  E  (Rangers),  75th  Infantry  with 
the  U.S.  Navy  engaged  10-1.5  enemy  soldiers  4.5  kilometers  vest  of  Ben  Lon 
(XS580780)  on  30  April  at  1935  hours  with  organic  weapons  and  a  light  fire 
teem  resulting  in  six  enemy  killed.  There  were  no  U.S.  casualties. 

Lieutenant  General  Michael  S,  Davison,  Commanding  General,  II  Field 
Force,  visited  Cu  Chi  Base  Camp  on  29  April  for  an  orientation  on  25th 
Infantry  Division  activities.  On  29  and  30  April,  The  Reverend  Dr.  Carl 
Mclntire  (GS-17E),  The  Reverend  Dr,  James  Shaw  (GS-17E),  Dr.  Israel  Gueries, 
and  Evangelist  Bob  Wells  visited  Cu  Chi  Base  Camp  and  surrounding  fire 
support  bases  to  obtain  knowledge  of  the  general  situation  within  the 
Republic  of  Vietnam  and  to  talk  with  troops  in  the  field. 

The  25th  Infantry  Division  and  3rd  Brigade,  9th  Infantry  Division 
forces  killed  372  and  captured  11  of  the  enemy  during  the  month  of  April, 
accounted  for  121  individual  weapons,  20  crew-served  weapons,  and  2.2  tons 
of  rice  (captured  or  destroyed).  Division  soldiers  destroyed  116  mines 
and  boobytrap8  while  detonating  85,  resulting  in  one  U,S.  soldier  killed 
and  140  wounded. 

During  the  quarter  from  February  1970  to  30  April  1970  the  25th  Inf¬ 
antry  Division  and  3rd  Brigade,  9th  Infantry  Division  successfully  forced 
the  enemy  to  continually  postpone  his  Winter/Spring  offensive.  Through 
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aggressive  pr«MiptiT«  •perations ,  enemy  elements  were  forced  to  continue 
in  small  unit*  unable  to  mount  a  significant  offensive,  ^Hiring  this  per¬ 
iod  2$th  Infantry  bivision  operations  (to  include  3rd  Brigade,  9th  Infantry 
Division)  accounted  for  1,565  enemy  eliminated,  including  enemy  soldiers 
killed,  captured,  and  rallying  (Hoi  Chanh)  to  U.S.  Forces, 

Enemy  maneuver  elements  continued  to  rely  on  sapper  tactics  and  shell¬ 
ings  and  attacks  by  fire  to  inflict  heavy  losses  of  men  and  equipment 
within  the  Division’s  TAQI.  Though  the  enemy  had  planned  to  use  these 
tactics  to  regain  the  momentum  he  had  lost  since  Tet  1968,  25th  Infantry 
Division  operations  continued  to  disrupt  all  enemy  plans.  Wherever  the 
enemy  attempted  to  operate  he  was  under  constant  pressure  from  snipers, 
combat  patrols,  small  unit  operations  and  electronic  surveillance.  Futher- 
more,  great  strides  have  been  made  in  the  pacification  program.  The  enemy 
has  found  himself  more  alienated  from  the  people  than  at  any  other  period 
during  the  war.  Also,  the  tenacity  and  professionalism  of  the  South 
Vietnamese  soldiers  and  their  ability  to  successfully  conduct  their  own 
operations  has  greatly  improved  through  combined  operations  with  U.S.  forces. 

With  the  increased  Vietnamization  of  the  war,  25th  Infantry  Division 
fprces  were  able  to  maintain  a  posture  of  "protective  reaction"  as  the 
Beds  of  operations  within  the  Division's  TAOI,  Protective  reaction  refers 
to  the  type  of  combat  operations  used  by  Allied  commanders  against 
Communist  forces  in  the  Republic  of  Vietnam  to  provide  for  the  security  of 
his  unit,  his  tactical  area  of  operations  and  the  Vietnamese  people.  This 
ia  accomplished  primarily  by  small  unit  reconnaissance  patrols  to  locate 
the  eneny,  disrupt  his  movements  and  find  his  caches  of  arms,  ammunition 
and  rations.  large  scale  unit  operations  have  proved  unnecessary  and 
unprofitable  as  the  enemy  forces  are  broken  down  into  smaller  and  smaller 
units.  Division  forces  conducted  an  active  or  mobile  defense  of  the  large 
inhabited  areas  to  protect  the  people  and  Division  units  and  installations. 

The  effect  of  these  small  unit  reconnaissance  operations  has  been  to 
preempt  the  massing  of  enemy  forces,  destroy  those  forces  which  cure  contacted 
and  forced  the  enemy  into  his  Cambodian  sanctuaries  or  deep  jungles  away 
from  the  major  population  centers  in  III  Corps  Tactical  Zone.  The  results 
of  these  operations  have  been  to  inflict  serious  personnel  losses  on  the 
enemy  and  to  disrupt  his  supply  activities.  They  have  disorganized  the 
enemy's  usual  attack  fanning,  imposed  heavy ’personal  losses  on  the  enemy 
while  reducing  friendly  casualties,  and  deprived  the  enemy  of  the  arms  and 
supplies  needed  to  sustain  his  attacks.  The  eneny  units  are  not  only  being 
cut  down  to  size,  but  are  also  losing  their  experienced  leaders. 

The  1st  Brigade's  area  of  operations  became  extended  to  include  the 
area  around  Dau  Tieng  (XT4947)  with  the  redeployment  of  the  1st  Infantry 
Division  to  the  Onited  States  in  March  1970.  The  combat  effectiveness  of 
the  1st  Brigade  was  significantly  strengthened  by  the  move  of  the  1st 
Battalion  (Mechanized),  5th  Infantry  and  2nd  Battalion,  12th  Infantry  from 
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the  2nd  Brigade  to  the  1st  Brigade  A0.  The  1st  Brigade  has  preempted  all 
enemy  attempts  to  initiate  an  offensive  in  Tay  Ninh  and  Binh  Duong  Provinces, 
prevented  the  enemy  from  freely  using  the  cave-strewn  slopes  of  Nui  Ba  Den 
as  a  refuge  and  stop-over  point  for  infiltration  groups,  and  successfully 
restricted  enemy  infiltration  into  Tay  Ninh  Province  from  Cambodia.  The 
enemy  was  forced  to  resort  to  attacks  by  fire  as  his  primary  offensive 
tactic. 

Task  Force  Two  (2nd  Brigade,  25th  Infantry  Division)  became  OPCQN  to 
II  FFV  on  2  March,  1970.  The  combat  effectiveness  of  the  2nd  Brigade  was 
strengthened  by  the  1st  Battalion,  27th  Infantry  end  the  4th  Battalion, 

9th  infantry. 

The  3rd  Brigade  continued  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  using  the  An  Ninh 
Corridor  as  an  infiltration  route,  forced  main  force  units  taking  sanctuary 
in  Cambodia  to  remain  there  and  disrupted  local  force  activities  through 
increased  use  of  small  unit  tactics,  combat  patrols  and  snipers.  The  3rd 
Brigade  was  also  tasked  with  the  responsibility  for  the  defense  of  Cu  Chi 
Base  Camp.  The  most  significant  contact  of  the  reporting  quarter  occurred 
in  the  first  week  of  April  in  the  Renegade  Woods  involving  elements  of  two 
battalions  of  the  3rd  Brigade.  Enemy  losses  in  the  contact  were  101 
killed,  one  captured  and  two  Hoi  Chanh  received,  (See  Inclosure  6) 

Operations  of  3rd  Brigade,  9th  Infantry  Division  accounted  for  711 
enemy  HA,  forced  Sub-Region  3  units  to  operate  in  dispersed  groups  to 
escape  Allied  detection,  disrupted  Sub-Region  6  local  and  main  force  plans 
for  attacks  on  Saigon  and  greatly  expanded  the  pacification  program  in  Long 
An  Province.  With  United  States  Naval  forces,  3-9  Inf  Div  units  seriously 
disrupted  the  enemy's  ability  to  operate  along  canals  and  rivers  within  Long 
An  Province,  prevented  enemy  reinforcements  of  men  and  supplies  to  local 
guerrilla  forces  and  reduced  the  effectiveness  of  the  Viet  Cong  Infrastruct¬ 
ure  by  continuous  monitoring  of  the  enemy's  routes  of  movement. 

B,  (C)  Personnel: 

(1)  During  the  montha  of  February  through  April  1970,  the  aggre¬ 
gate  Division  personnel  strength  averaged  18,331  of  17,978  authorized  or 
101 .8^.  Enlisted  personnel  strength  averaged  for  this  period  16,844  of 
16,678  authorized  or  10156,  while  officer  personnel  strength  for  the  period 
averaged  H,374  of  1,300  authorized  or  105*756.  Personnel  shortages  continued 
to  exist  in  Infantry,  Signal  Corps  and  Engineer  captains,  aviators  overall, 
and  noncomnissioned  officers  in  the  grades  E6  through  E8  in  the  11B,  11C, 

12b,  13E,  .17K,  3Tfi,  63C,  and  76P  M0S  series. 

(2)  During  the  period  1  February  1970  through  30  April  1970,  the 
Division  had  113  KIA's  (8  officers  and  105  EM),  and  1 ,1’12  WIA's  (64  officers 
and  1i,048  Ei),  excluding  0PC0N  units.  There  were  28  nonbattle  deaths,  103 
nonbattle  injuries  and  0  missing  in  action.  Officer  gains  for  the  period 
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numbered  394  while  admini e tra tire  officer  loesea  were  302.  EM  gains  were 

4,401  while  administrative  EH  losses  totaled  3,944* 

(3)  Principal  Command  and  Staff:  The  identification  of  the  prin¬ 
cipal  Command  and  staff  personnel  within  the  25th  Infantry  Division  for  the 

reporting  period  is  o.z  follows  r 

Commanding  General  Major  General  Harris  W.  Hollis 

(1  Peb  70  -  1  Apr  70) 

Major  General  Edward  Bautz,  Jr* 

(2  Apr  70  -  30  Apr  70) 

Assistant  Division  Commander  -  A  Brigadier  General  Thomas  J.  Camp, 

Jr.  (1  Peb  70  -  7  Apr  70) 

Brigadier  General  Michael  J*  L« 
Greene  (8  Apr  70  -  30  Apr  70 ) 

Assistant  Division  Commander  -  B  Brigadier  General  Michael  J.  L. 

Greene  (l  Feb  70  -  7  Apr  70 ) 

Colonel  Jobs  R.  Thurman  III 
(8  Apr  70  -  30  Apr  70) 

Chief  of  Staff  Colonel  James  M.  Connell 

(1  Feb  70  -  T  Apr  70) 

Colonel  Thomas  J.  Kanifeo 
(2  Apr  70  -  30  Apr  70) 

ACofS,  G1  LTG  Thomas  E.  Hiley 

(1  Feb  70  -  30  Apr  70) 

ACofS,  02  LTC  Paul  A.  Brinkman 

(11  Tat)  70  -  2  Apr  70 ) 

LTC  Toshio  Aoyagi 

(3  Apr  70  -  30  Apr  70) 

ACofS,  G3  LTC  Robert  A.  Kurek 

(1  Feb  70  -  24  Mar  70 ) 

LTC  James  E.  Coggins 
(25  Mar  70  -  30  Apr  70 ) 

ACofS,  04  LTC  Burton  J.  Ualrath 

(1  Feb  70  -  30  Apr  70 ) 
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ACofS,  05 

Commanding  Officer,  1st  Brigade 
Conaanding  Officer,  2nd  Brigade 
Commanding  Officer,  3rd  Brigade 
Commanding  Officer,  DIVARTI 

Commanding  Officer,  DISCCM 
floTnmanri'Tng  Officer,  725th  Haint  Bn 
Commanding  Officer,  25th  S&T  Bn 
Commanding  Officer,  25th  Med  Bn 

Commanding  Officer,  125th  Sig  Bn 
Conmawiing  Officer,  65th  I&gr  Bn 
Commanding  Officer,  25th  torn  Bn 
Commar  ding  Officer,  4th  Bn,  9th  Inf 


LTC  John  R.  Randolph 
(1  Feb  70  -  16  Mar  70) 

LTC  Davant  T.  Williams 
(17  Mar  70  -  30  Apr  70) 

Colonel  Paul  J.  Mueller.  Jr. 

(1  Feb  70  -  30  Apr  70) 

Colonel  Ennis  C.  Whitehead,  Jr 
(1  Feb  70  -  30  Apr  70) 

Colonel  Clin  K.  Smith 
(1  Feb  70  -  30  Apr  70) 

Colonel  Ban  D,  Stedham 
(1  Feb  70-8  Feb  70) 

Colonel  Harry  A,  Buzzett 
(9  Feb  70  -  30  Apr  70) 

Colonel  Robert  B.  Hammerquist 
(1  r  .  j  70  -  30  Apr  70) 

LTC  Wallace  H.  Dawson 
(l  Feb  70  -  30  Apr  70) 

LTC  Delmas  V.  IAppard 
(1  Feb  70  -  30  Apr  70) 

LTC  James  E.  Dill 
(1  Feb  70-7  Feb  70) 

LTC  Bruce  F.  LaFollette 
(8  Feb  70  -  30  Apr  70) 

LTC  William  R.  Rogers 
(1  Feb  70  -  30  Apr  70) 

Colonel  James  L,  Tray era,  Jr, 
(1  Feb  70  -  30  Apr  70) 

LTC  Robert  R,  Gosney 
(1  Feb  70  -  30  Apr  70) 

LTC  Forest  S,  Rittgers 
(1  Feb  70  -  11  Apr  70) 

LTC  Robert  W.  Welsh 
(l!2  Apr  70  -  30  Apr  70) 
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Commanding  Officer,  2d  Bn,  14th  Inf 


LTC  Donald  0.  Crutchley 
(1  Feb  70-15  Feb  70) 

LTC  Charles  W.  Norton 
(16  Feb  70  -  30  Apr  70) 


Commanding  Officer,  4th  Bn  (M),  23d  Inf 


Commanding  Officer,  1st  Bn,  27th  Inf 


Commanding  Officer,  2nd  Bn,  27th  Inf 


Commanding  Officer,  1st  Bn  (M),  5th  Inf 


Commanding  Officer,  2 rd  Bn,  12  Inf 


LTC  James  E.  Coggins 
(1  Feb  70  -  19  Mar  70) 

MAJ  Frederick  J.  Stanley 
(20  Mar  70  -  21  Apr  70) 

LTC  Edvard  M.  Bradford 
(22  Apr  70  -  30  Apr  70) 

LTC  Thomas  K.  Whitesel 
(1  Feb  70  -  5  Mar  70) 

LTC  Marvin  M,  Rosens tein 
(6  Mar  70  -  30  Apr  70) 

LTC  G«org«  A.  Custer 
(1  Feb  70  -  27  Apr  70) 

LTC  Albert  ?.  Hodges 
(28  Apr  70  -  30  Apr  70) 

LTC  Ted  G.  Westerman 
(1  Feb  70  -  30  Apr  70) 

LTC  Sheppard  H.  Phillips 
(1  Feb  70  -  30  Apr  70) 


Commanding  Officer,  2nd  Bn  (M),  22d  Inf 


LTC  John  R.  Parker 
(1  Feb  70  -  30  Apr  70) 


Commanding  Officer,  3rd  Bn,  22nd  Inf 


Commanding  Officer,  2nd  Bn,  34  Armor 


Commanding  ‘Officer,  3rd  Sqdn,  4th  Cav 


LTC  Warren  A.  Jones 
(1  Feb  70  **  23  Mar  70) 

LTC  John  E.  Hazelwood 
(24  Mar  70  -  30  Apr  70) 

LTC  William  Greenberg 
(1  Feb  70  -  30  Apr  70) 

LTC  Corwin  A.  Mitchell 
(1  Feb  70  -  30  Apr  70) 
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Commanding  Officer,  1st  Bn,  8th  Arty 
Companding  Officer,  7th  Bn,  11th  Arty 
Commanding  Officer,  3rd  Bn,  13th  Arty 

Commanding  Officer,  2nd  Bn,  77th  Arty 

Adjutant  General 

Division  Chaplain 

Finance  Officer 

Information  Officer 

Inspector  General 

Staff  Judge  Advocate 

Provost  Marshal 
Division  Surgeon 


LTC  Richard  A,  Hanlon 
(t  Feb  70  -  30  Apr  70) 

LTC  Robert  K.  Robinson 
(1  Feb  70-  -  30  Apr  70) 

LTC  Kelvin  H.  Hunter,  Jr. 

(1  Feb  70  -  23  Apr  70 ) 

LTC  William  D.  Taylor 
(24  Apr  70  -  30  Apr  70) 

LTC  Charles  S.  Stodter,  Jr. 
(1  Feb  70  -  30  Apr  70) 

LTC  William  J.  Winter,  Jr. 
(1  Feb  70  -  30  Apr  70) 

LTC  Gene  M.  Little 
(t  Feb  70  -  30  Apr  70) 

LTC  James  A.  Enloe 
(1  Feb  70  -  30  Apr  70) 

MAJ  Warren  J.  Field 
(1  Feb  70  -  30  Apr  70) 

LTC  Bruce  F,  Williams 
(1  Feb  70  -  7  Mar  70) 

LTC  John  M.  Walton 
(8  Mar  70  -  30  Apr  70) 

LTC  Fred  Bright,  Jr. 

(1  Feb  70-6  Feb  70) 

MAJ  Bkirnett  H.  Radosh 
(7  Feb  70  -  30  Apr  70) 

LIC  William  Gregeraon 
(1  Feb  70  -  30  Apr  70) 

LTC  Bruce  LaFollette 
(1  Feb  70  -  30  Apr  70) 

MAJ  James  D.  Knipp 
(1  Feb  70  -  30  Apr  70) 
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Headquarters  Ccmiandant  HiJ  Wilfred  Hasstedt 

(1  Feb  70-18  Feb  70) 

MAJ  Harry  A.  Ficken 

(19  Feb  70  -  30  Apr  70) 

C.  (C)  Intelligencer 

(t)  Summary  of  Sneay  Activity. 

(a)  Enemy  activity  fell  short  of  its  expected  level  of  intensity 
during  the  month  of  February,  especially  for  the  Tet  period.  The  enemy 
highpoint  for  the  month  occurred  on  27  February  when  Tay  Nich  Base  Camp 
received  25  rounds  of  120mm  mortar  fire.  Principal  areas  of  ©near/  activity 
were  Tay  Ninh,  Ben  Soi,  east  of  Angel's  Wing,  end  along  the  Vam  Co  Dong 
River  in  Long  An  Province. 

(b)  During  March,  enemy  initiated  activity  within  the'  25th  Infantry 
Division  TA0I  continued  at  a  low  level.  Enemy  units  avoiued  contact  while 
replenishing  logistical  bases  and  conducting  reconnaissance  of  future  tar¬ 
gets.  Intelligence  reports  indicated;  that  a  higher  level  of  activity  was 
planned  for  the  period  T-TO  April.  The  primary  areas  of  enemy  activity 
during  March  continued  to  be  Tay  Nihh,  Dau  Tieng,  the  area  east  of  the 
Angel's  Wing,  the  Trang  Bang-Citadel  area  and  the  Vam  Co  Dong  River  in 

Long  An  Province. 

(c)  A  sharp  increase  in  enemy  initiated  activity  occurred  within 
the  TA0I  during  the  period  T-6  April.  Activity  then  returned  to  the  lower 
levels  experienced  earlier  in  the  reporting  period  until  the  morning  of  27 
April  when  FSB  Pine  Ridge  was  attacked  by  sappers  using  satchel  charges. 
Movement  was  moderate  throughout  the  TA0I  during  April  as  the  enemy  con¬ 
ducted  reconnaissance  of  future  targets  and  limited  harassment  with  attacks 
by  fire  while  avoiding  significant  ground  action.  These  indicatora  point 
to  an  increase  in  enemy  activity  during  May.  The  9  VC/NVA  Division  has 
apparently  completed  its  shift  form  central  to  western  War  Zone  C  and  is 
preparing  defensive  positions,  resupplying  bases,  receiving  replacements, 
and  conducting  minor  actions  against  fire  support  bases.  Areas  of  primary 
enemy  activiV  were  in  the  vicinity  of  Tay  Ninh,  Straight  Edge  Woods,  Ren¬ 
egade  Woods,  FSB  Pine  Ridge,  Due  lie,  and  the  Ben  Luc  area  in  SR-3, 

(2)  Operational  Report  for  Sourae/Uaison  Target  Exploitation 
Operations. 

(a)  During  the  quarter  Source-Liaison  target  exploitation  opera¬ 
tions  have  accounted  for  five  enemy  KIA;  nine  prisoners,  of  which  two 
were  Viet  Cong  Infrastructure;  one  Hoi  Chanh;  and  seven  detainees.  In 
addition,  14  small  arms,  four  122mm  rockets,  pounds  of  documents,  74 
booby  traps  ranging  from  heme  made  devices  to  1 55mm  rounds,  seven  pounds 
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of  medical  supplies,  and  7,000  pounds  of  rice  were  evacuated  or  destroyed* 

(b)  During  this  period,  one  member  of  the  Viet  Cong  Infrastructure 
was  neutralized r  Phan  Van  Dong,  Cu  Chi  District  Farmers’  Association  Chief. 

(3)  The  Interrogation  Prisoner  of  War  Section,  25th  Military  In¬ 
telligence  Company,  processed  173  detainees  during  the  quarter.  This  in¬ 
cluded  61  VCQ/VC/NVA  FWs,  one  VCI  PW,  53  returnees,  six  VCS  CDs,  11  Civil 
Defendants  and  5®  innocent  civilians.  Classifications  for  three  deceased 
personnel  were  not  determined* 

(a)  For  the  quarter,  the  IPW  Section  developed  two  targets  for 
field  units.  One  exploitation  was  successful  and  resulted  in  twenty  60m 
mortar  rds,  twelve  B-4D  rds,  three  RPD  machine  guns,  one  AK-47  and  one 
optical  sighting  device  for  the  RPG-7  captured. 

(b)  The  significant  decrease  in  the  number  of  detainees  and 
exploitable  targets  during  the  past  quarter  reflects  the  general  decline 
in  activity  during  the  period.  However,  an  increasing  number  of  returnees 
processed  during  the  latter  part  of  April  may  be  attributed  to  extensive 
ARVN  operations  along  the  Vietnam- Cambodian  Border.  During  the  last  four 
weeks  of  the  quarter,  IPV  personnel  were  used  extensively  in  the  question¬ 
ing  of  detainees  captured  by  ARVN  Fore os. 

(4)  During  the  quarter,  the  G2  Air  Section  tested  a  new  pro¬ 
cedure  for  flying  Red  Haze  target  areas.  Instead  of  covering  a  10km  x 
10k»  box  at  an  altitude  of  2500',  as  had  been  past  practice,  target 
areas  were  flown  in  strips  at  an  altitude  of  1000  feet.  A  comparieon 
of  the  results  obtained  is  shown  below t 

Daily  average,  block  targets  -  -  49.8  emissions 

Daily  average,  strip  targets  -  -  35.8  emissions 

Analysis  of  the  strip  target  technique  indicated  the  following 
reasons  for  fewer  emissions! 

.(a)  At  an  altitude  of  1000’  a  500  meter  wide  surface  area  is 
covered.  At  2500',  approximately  1250  meters  are  covered. 

(b)  At  the  lover  altitude,  the  data  link  signal  is  frequently 
broken  by  terrain  features  which  results  in  interruptions  in  the  film. 

(c)  Block  targeting  accomplishes  an  imagery  overlap  as  the 
aircraft  flys  parallel  paths  1000  meters  apart,  making  photo/ terrain 
association  much  easier. 

(5)  Sensor  devices  continue  to  be  successfully  employed  in  the 
25th  Infantry  Division  TA0I  in  both  a  target  acquisition  and  intelli- 
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gence  role.  They  are  located  to  monitor  base  areas,  routes  of  infil¬ 
tration,  areas  of  mining  and  booby  trap  incidents,  enemy  supply  routes, 
and  waterways. 

(a)  At  the  end  of  the  reporting  period  a  total  of  91  strings 
of  391  active  sensors  were  employed  throughout  the  Division  TAOI, 

(b)  During  the  reporting  period,  1438  enemy  targets  were 
acquired  through  Duffel  Bag  operations,  899  of  which  were  engaged  with 
a  total  of  21 ,409  rounds  of  artillery.  Duffel  Bag  operations  have 
been  credited  with  the  elimination  of  136  enemy  plus  numerous  amounts 
of  enemy  weapons  and.  equipment  either  captured  or  destroyed.  Signifi¬ 
cant  Duffel  Bag  activities  for  the  period  were  as  follows: 

(1 )  On  20  Feb,  Co  B,  5-60  Inf,  reacting  to  Duffel  Bag 
activations  vie  XS6169  engaged  and  killed  eleven  enemy.  Four  rounds 
of  RPG  ammo,  100  rounds  of  small  arms  ammo,  3'i  lbs  of  documents,  four 
hand  grenades,  one  pound  of  medical  supplies,  and  three  rounds  of  60mm 
mortar  ammunition  were  captured, 

(2)  On  2  Mar,  Co  B,  2-22  Inf,  located  ten  enemy  killed 

by  artillery  fire  vie  XT624212.  The  artillery  had  been  fired  on  Duffel 
Bag  activations. 

(3)  12:  Mar,  Co  D,  2-27  Inf  engaged  and  killed  12  enemy 
vie  XT3218.  One  AK-47  rifle  and  five  pounds  of  documents  were  evac¬ 
uated.  Seven  rounds  of  60mm  mortar  ammo  were  destroyed.  Operations 

in  the  vicinity  of  sensor  fields  east  of  the  Angel’s  Wing  were  based 
primarily  on  heavy  activation  in  that  area. 

(4)  On  17  Mar,  Co  B,  2-14  *nf  combat  patrol  reacted  to 
Duffel  Bag  activations  vie  XT3717  and  killed  six  enemy.  Two  AK47  rifles 
and  two  RPG  launchers  were  evacuated. 

(5)  On  192005  Mar,  a  combat  patrol  from  Co  C,  2-14  Inf 
reacted  to  Duffel  Bag  activations  vie  XT38I4,  killed  five  enemy,  and 
destroyed  one  sampan. 

(6)  On  27  Mar,  Co  D,  5-60  Inf  combat  patrol  with  190 
Assault  Helicopter  Co  reacted  to  Duffel  Bag  activations  vie  XS5080, 
engaged  an  unknown  number ^of  enemy,  and  killed  13.  Three  SKS  rifles, 
four  AK-47  rifles,  one  RPG  launcher,  light  machine  gun  rounds  of  RPG 
ammo,  33  rounds  of  mortar  ammo,  7750  rda  small  arras  ammo,  three  AT 
mines,  75  lbs  of  explosives,  seven  hand  grenades,  one  protective  mask, 

30  lbs  of  rice,  30  blasting  caps,  two  pounds  of  clothing,  two  pounds 
of  medical  supplies,  one  round  of  JTtom  recoilless  rifle  aimaunition 
and  five1  pounds  of  documents  were  evacuated . 
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(7)  On  13  April,  Team  11,  Co  F  (Rgr),  75th  Inf  reacted  to 
sensor  activations  vie  IT3855,  engaged  12  enemy,  and  killed  seven.  The  team 
evacuated  one  AK47  rifle,  one  K54  pistol,  and  three  pounds  of  documents. 

(8)  On  2  April,  Teams  12  and  13,  Co  F  (Rgr-),  75th  Inf  re¬ 
acted  to  Duffel  Eag  activations  in  a  sensor  field  west  of  the  Crescent,  en¬ 
gaged  10-1 5  enemy  and  killed  10. 

(c)  During  the  reporting  period,  the'  test  and  evaluation  of  the 
Battle  Area  Surveillance  System  (BASS)  was  completed  (evaluation  is  con¬ 
tained  in  a  separate  document).  The  LdtAN  Sub-System  of  BASS  is  expected 
to  arrive  on  1  Jul  70  for  test  and  evaluation. 

(d)  Continuous  emphasis  during  the  quarter  was  placed  on  em¬ 
ployment  of  combat  patrols  in  support  of  and  in  reaction  to  Duffel  Bag 
activations.  A  total  of  T47  patrols  were  employed  with  results  as  indicated 
in  paragraph  *  abetaa. 

(e)  In  conjunction  with  an  AO  change  and  the  assignment  of  an 
AO  to  the  49th  ARVN  Regt  in  the'  Citadel,  fifty-three  sensors  were  trans¬ 
ferred  to  the  25th  ARVN.  Division.  ARVN  Forces:  increased  their  activity 
during  tho  period  and  have  taken  a  more  active  role  in  sensor  operations. 

The  major  obstacle  at  this  time  appears  to  be  a  lack  of  U.S.  advisors  in  the 
planning,  employment  and  management  of  the  program. 

(f)  On  1’8  March,  DART  I  Operations  terminated  in  III  Corps  Tac¬ 
tical  Zone.  Sensors  formerly  monitored  by  DART  in  support  of  25th  Infantry 
Division  sensor  operations  were  taken  over  by  ground  monitoring  stations 
and  the  BASS  System  at  On  Chi. 

D.  (C)  Operations. 

(1 )  During  the  reporting  period,  the  G3  Sections  continued  to 
develop  plans  and  execute  operations  to  preempt  VC/NVA  operations  and  to 
destroy  VC/NVA  forces* 

(2)  Doctrine,  Organization  and  Training  were  coordinated  by  G3 
DOT.  All  schools  operated  during  the  previous  quarter  remained  in  operation. 
A  training  regulation  (350-4),  Training  Assistance  to  Government  of  Vietnam 
Units,  was  published  to  aid  U.S.  units  in  GVK  training.  A  mobile  training 
team  was  organized  and  sent  to  the  18th  ARVN  Division  to  instruct  on  am¬ 
bush  techniques.  The  ten  man  team  trained  12  componioa  of  the  T8th  ARVN 
Division  from  20  March  until  10  April  70.  A  second  mobile  training  team 

was  formed  to  instruct  Division  soldiers  on  mechanical  anwAish  techniques; 
it  will  train  units  at  the  fire  support  bases  throughout  the  Division.  G3 
Ml t  continued  to  coordinate  the  evaluation  of  Army  research  and  develop¬ 
ment  projects  within  the  Division.  Twenty-eight  projects  were  in  various 
stages  of  evaluation  during  the  period.  Significant  among  these  were  the 
IM191  Multishot  Portable  Flame  Weapon,  tho  AN/TPS-57  Foliage  Penetration 
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Radar  flyrt— ,  the  Itannel  Detection  Device  (Portable  Differential  Magneto¬ 
meter),  the  AM/PPS-9  Lightweight  Surveillance  Radar,  the  AH/PAS-7  Hand-Held 
Thermal  Viewer  and  Flame  Protective  Uniform  for  Armored  Vehicle  Crewmen. 

The  Automatic  Data  Processing  section  has  continued  with  the  development 
of  computer  programs  to  provide  evaluation  of  statistical  data  for  use  by 
comnaixl er3  and  their  staffs.  A  major  project  for  this  section  was  the  re¬ 
writing  and  updating  of  the  Duffel  Bag  Program  for  compatibility  with  the 
II  FFV  computer  system.  In  the'  Current  Statistics  section  a  smsnary  was 
prepared  for  Major  General  Hollis  as  part  of  the  Debriefing  Report  cover¬ 
ing  his  time  as  Commanding  General,  25th  Infantry  Division.  Also,  the 
Reports  and  Evaluation  Branch  revised  the  maneuver-unit  computer  program, 
and  revised  the  reporting  system  for  combat  activities.  Provisional  units 
organized  during  this;  period  included  the  Cu  Chi  Utilities  Command,  Cu  Chi 
Airfield  Support  Command,  and  the  Tay  Ninh  and  Dau  Tieng  base  camp  commands. 

(3)  The  53  Plans  Section  coordinated  all  friendly  operations 
conducted  in  the  25th  Infantry  Division  Tactical  Area  of  Interest,  The 
section  coordinated1  areas  of  operations  with  the  5th  ARVK  Division,  25th 
ARVK  Division,  CMD  and  adjacent  U.S.  Divisions,  It  also  coordinated  com¬ 
bined  operations j  provided  planning  guidance  and  mission  assignments  to 
maneuver  units  of  the  Division  and  the  OPCON  3rd  Brigade,  9th  Infantry  Div¬ 
isions  published  a  new  Tactical  SOP;  and  coordinated  and  published  AO 
floating  boundaries  with  the  1st  Cavalry  Division  (AM)  and  the  5th  ARVK 
Division. 


(4)  The  G3  Air  Section  coordinated  the*  Division  tactical  air 
support  and  B-52  strikes.  The  USAF  TAjCP  assigned  to  support  the  Division 
was  responsible  for  controlling  tactical  air  strikes,  visual  reconnaissance* 
in  the  development  of  B-52  targets  and  Bi-52  bomb  damgs1  assessment.  There1 
were  1 , 551  tactical  air  sorties  flown  in  support  of  the  Division.  The-  air 
strikes  were  in  support  of  troops  in  contact,  landing  zone  preparations, 
prestrikes,  intelligence,  and  interdictory  strikes.  Bomb  damage  assess¬ 
ment  was* 


Killed  by  air  (body  count) 

60 

Killed  by  air  (possible) 

3D 

Bunkers  destroyed 

T654 

Secondary  explosions 

133 

Secondary  firee 

102 

During  this  period  there  were  two  B-52.  strikes  in  support  of  Division 
operations.  Bomb  damage  assessment  west 
Bunkers  destroyed  (f) 

Secondary  explosions  2 

(5)  The  Division  Chenlcal  Section  and  the  9th  Chemical  Detach¬ 
ment  continued  to  support  Division  operations  by  employment  of  persistant 
ani  non-persistent  riot  control  agents  and  by  th«  conduct  of  airborne-  per¬ 
sonnel  detector  and  defoliation  missions.  During  the  reporting  period, 
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48  E-1 58  CS  cannister  clusters  were  dropped  in  flushing  operations;  and  in 
support  of  troops  in  contact.  A  total  of  95,200  pounds  of  micro-pulverized 
CS  powder  was  dropped  from  CH-47  aircraft  to  restrict  known  or  suspected 
enemy  infiltration  routes,  assembly  areas,  and  base  camps.  A  total  of 
7,825  gallons  of  diesel  fuel  and  6,023  gallons  of  defoliant  were  sprayed 
around  base  camp,  fire  support  base  perimeters  and  on  approved  defoliation 
projects  in  the  Division  TAOI.  During  the  reporting  period  a  total  of  317 
airborne  personnel  missions  were  flown.  Tests  and  evaluations  were  con¬ 
ducted  hy  the  Division  Chemical  Section  and  the  9th  Chemical  Detachment  in 
usage  of  the  Retro-Reflector  system.  The  system  has  proven  successful  in 
that  areas  sprayed  could  be  readily  identified  during  the  hours  of  dark¬ 
ness  by  personnel  in  aircraft.  A  new  design  was  developed  for  the  external 
mounting  of  E-158  cannister  clusters  on  UH— 'll  aircraft.  This  external 
mounting  system  doea  not  require  either  aircraft  commander  or  pilot  to  wear 
a  protective  mask  while  carrying  this  CS  munition.  Evaluation  of  the  XM191 
Flame  Weapon  System  continued  with  a  greater  demand  for  munitions  from  per¬ 
sonnel  in  unita  using  the  weapon.  Testing  and  evaluation  of  the  Sampan 
Marking  System  continued  with  emphasis;  on  a  new  dye  which  lasts  48  hours, 
instead  of  indefinitely  as  was  tested  before. 

(6)  Army  Aviation* 

(au)  During  the  reporting  period  the  Army  Aviation  element  was 
responsible  for  aviation  support  for  the  Division  and  was  under  the  direct 
staff  supervision  of  the  ACofS,  G3,  During  this  period,  Army  combat 
aviation  support  was  provided  to  the  25th  Infantry  Division  and  the  3rd 
Brigade,  9th  Infantry  Division  by  organic  and  non-organic  aviation  units. 
Organic  unite  which  provided  support  included  the  25th  Aviation  Battalion, 
Troop  D,  3rd  Squadron,  4th  Cavalry,  the  1st,  2nd,  and  3rd  Brigades, 

3rd  Brigade,  9th  Infantry  Division,  and  DIVARTY  aviation  sections,  mid 
Company  E,  725th  Maintenance!  Battalion.  Non-organic  air  support  was  furn¬ 
ished  to  the  25th  Infantry  division  by  units  of  the  1 2th  Combat  Aviation 
Group.  Assault  helicopter  companies  and  CR-47  aircraft  were  provided 
primarily  by  the  269th  Combat  Aviation  Battalion  whose  units-  include  the 
116th  Assault  Helicopter  Company,  1i87th  Assault  Helicopter  Company,  and 
the  242nd  Assault  Support  Helicopter  Company.  Reconnaissance  and  sur¬ 
veillance  was  provided  from  the  73rd  Surveillance  Airplane  Company  (Mohawk) 
and  the.  74th  and  187th  Reconnaissance  Airplane  Companies  (Bird  Dog),  Pri¬ 
mary  aero-medical  evacuation  was  provided  to  the  Division  by  the  159th 
Medical  Company,  Additional  non-organic  air  support  was  provided  the  3rd 
Brigade,  9th  Infantry  Division  from  the  240th  Assault  Helicopter  Company, 
the  222nd  Combat  Aviation  Battalion,  and  the  118th  Assault  Helicopter  Com¬ 
pany,  and  the  145th  Combat  Aviation  Battalion. 

.  (b)  During  the  quarter  the  25th  Aviation  Battalion  continued  to 

support  the  Division  in  the  conduct  of  Operation  Tong  Toan  Phase  IV.  Sup¬ 
port  hours  fell  within  the  established  flying  hour  program  for  each  type, 
model  and  series  of  aircraft. 
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(c)  There  has  been  no  change  in  daily  aircraft  requirements  dur¬ 
ing  this  reporting  period.  The  battalion  continues  to  support  the  25th 
Infantry  Division  in  a  general  support  role. 


(d)  Statistical  Summary  of  Combat  Performance  Datai 

(l  February 

30  April  1970) 

FEEL 

MAR 

APR 

yoj’AL 

Flight  Hours 

3333 

4326 

4366 

12025 

Sorties 

6687 

7961 

7194 

21822 

Passengers  Carried 

9260 

12127 

10425 

31912 

Cargo  Carried  (Tons) 

313 

376 

460 

1149 

Enemy  Eliminated  (BC) 

11 

38 

27 

76 

Enemy  Eliminated  (Posa;) 

2 

5 

0 

7 

Enemy  Structures  (Dest) 

3 

25 

5 

33 

Enemy  Structures.  (Dam) 

2 

0 

0 

2 

Enemy  Sampans  (Dest) 

0 

2 

2 

4 

Enemy  Sampans  (Dam) 

0 

0 

4 

4 

Detainees 

0 

1 

0 

1 

PCWs 

0 

0 

0 

0 

(e)  There*  was  no  significant  change  in  the  operational  concept 
of  the  Division’s  air  assets  during  the  reporting  quarter. 

(f)  Statistical  Summary  for  Troop  D,  3rd  Sqdn.,  4th  Gav.:  (l 
February  to  30  April  1970) 


FEB 

MAR 

APR 

TOTAL 

Flight  Hours 

1980 

2814 

2353 

7147 

Sorties 

3975 

5581 

4770 

14326 

Passengers  Carried 

7388 

6506 

3330 

17274 

Cargo  Carried  (Tons) 

3 

6 

3 

12 

Enemy  Eliminated  (BC) 

16 

24 

38 

79 

Enemy  Eliminated  (Poss) 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Enemy  Structures  (De3t) 

2 

5 

13 

20 

Enemy  Structures'  (Dam) 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Enemy  Sampans  (Dest) 

0 

4 

1 

5 

Enemy  Sampans  (Dam) 

1 

0 

0 

1 

Detainees 

0 

6 

0 

*  6 

POWs 

0 

6 

0 

6 

(g)  During  the  reporting  quarter  the  Battalion  experienced  five 
major  accidents.  The  causes  are  as  follow* t  Four  UH-IHs  due  to  failure  of 
the  tail  rotor  drive  system;  engine  failure  at  night;  pilot  losing  visual 
reference  in  dust  at  night;  a  wire  strike;  one  DH-10  due  to  failure  of  the 
cyclic  servos.  Troop  D,  3-4  Car  (0PC0N)  experienced  two  major  accidents  as 
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follows i  on®  AH-TQ  due  to  loss  of  directional  control  in  a  revetment  and 
one  LCH  due  to  a  tree  strike  on  a  visual  reconnaissance  mission. 

(7)  Engineer  Operational 

(a)  The  Division  Engineer  Section,  under  the  general  staff  super¬ 
vision  of  the  ACofS,  G-3,  continued  to  coordinate  combat,,  operational  and 
MER  engineer  support  to  the  25th  Infantry  Division.  Major  William  W.  Yaun, 
Assistant  Division  Engineer,  operates  the  Assistant  Division  Engineer  (ADE; 
Office.  During  the  period  T  Feb  70  to  30  Apr  70,  the  65th  Engineer  Battalion, 
25th  Infantry  Division,  provided  combat  support  to  the  Division.  Traditional 
direct  support  relationships  continued:  Company  A\  (DS)  Tst  Brigade,  Company 

C  (DS)  2nd  Brigade,  Company  D  (DS)  3rd  Brigade  and  the  65th  Engineer  Bat¬ 
talion  (Infantry  Division)  (-)  (GS)  25th  Infantry  Division.  Due  to  the  de¬ 
parture  of  1st  Brigade,  Tst  Infantry  Division,  Company  C  assumed  responsi¬ 
bility  for  the  Dau  Tieng  area  on  2  February  1970.  With  the  establishment 
of  AO  Chop,  Company  C  moved  with  the  2nd  Brigade  assuming  responsibility 
for  AO  Chop  on  2  March  1970,  Also  on  2  March,  Company  A  expanded  its  area 
of  responsibility  to  include  the  Dau  Tieng  area.  In  addition  to  the  normal 
combat  support,  the  65th  Engineer  Battalion  continued  land  clearing  opera¬ 
tions  with  the  use  of  assigned  dozers  and  anchor  chains.  Approximately 
6,500  acres  of  hedgerows  and  light  jungle  were  cleared  during  this  period.. 

(b)  As  the  result  of  enemy  activity,  two  tactical  bridges  were 
destroyed  during  this  reporting  period.  The  Gb  Dau  Ha  Bridge  at  XT383250 
was  blown  on  T3  February  70.  In  order  to  maintain  the  flow  of  traffic  which 
is  crucial  for  the  resupply  of  tactical  units  west  of  the  bridge  and  to  con¬ 
tinue  construction  of  Route  25H,  a  pacification  road,  5-float  reinforced 
rafts  were  expeditiously  placed  by  Company  E,  65th  Engineer  Battalion  to  be 
used  in  ferrying  operations.  Another  raft  was  assembled  as  a  standby • 
Responsibility  to  restore  the  destroyed  bridge  was  assigned  to  the.  30th 
ARVN  Engineer  Group.  The  second  bridge  destroyed  by  enemy  activity  was  the 
Philcag  Bridge  south  of  Tay  Ninh  at  XT201 481 0  This  175'  long  bridge  was 
temporarily  replaced  by  a  class  60  M4T6  float  bridge.  A  1308  Double  Double 
Bally  Bridge,  Class  50,  was  subsequently  installed  by  Company  A.,  65th  Engr 
Bn,  Additional  bridging  operations  during  this  reporting  period  include 
the  installation  of  two  M4T6  Dry  Spans.  These  were  1  each  30’  Dry  Span  at 
XT447067  and  1  each  45*  Dry  Span  at  XT2310O9.  Rafting  operations  included 

11  each  9-Float  Raft  at  Due  Host  (XT575937),  a  7-Float  Raft  at  XT055395  and 
the  above  mentioned  rafting  operations  at  Go  Dau  Ha.  In  addition,  10  bays 
of  M4T6  Floating  Bridge  were  furnished  for  bridging  operations  at  Ben  Soi. 

In  support  of  Rome  Plow  operations,  and  8-Float,  120*  Floating  Bridge  was 
emplaced  at  XT195348.  This  bridge  was  installed  to  accomodate  the  movement 
of  Rome  Plows  into  the  Straight  Edge  Woods  area.  The  65th  Engineer  Battalion 
participation  in  the  II  Field  Force  secondary  road  program  consisted  of  res¬ 
ponsibility  for  59*9  kilometers  of  road.  To  date,  98$  of  the  roads  have 
b«en  completed. 


55 


CONFIDENTIAL 


i 


CONFIDENTIAL 


(c)  The  588th  Engineer  Battalion  (Combat)  with  tho  362nd  Engineer 
Company  (idght  Equipment)  attached,  formerly  located  at  Tay  Ninh,  cc'av- 
pleted  their  move  to  Cu  Chi  on  2  Apr  70.  The  588th  Engineer  Battalion 

and  362nd  Engineer  Company  have  continued  to  provide  operational  support, 

MER  support,  LOC  repair  and  work  on  the  II  Field  Force  secondary  road 
program.  Some  significant  projects  of  the  588th  Engineer  Battalion 
included  completion  of  the  Ap  Hie  Ninh  Barge  site  upgrade,  Buster  positions? 
at  Cu  Chi,  moving  perimeter  lighting  at  Dau  Tieng  and  HER  Projects  at 
Tay  Ninh.  In  the  II  Field  Force  secondary  road  program,  the  588th 
Engineer  Battalion  has  been  assigned  responsibility  for  48.5  km3  of  road 
and  to  date  has  completed  approximately  63/6.  In  conjunction  with  the 
secondary  road  program,  Company  C,  588th  Engineer  Battalion.,  raised  the 
classification  of  the  bridge  at  Ben  Cau  from  16  to  45  by  converting  a 
double  single  baily  bridge  to  a  double  double. 

(d)  The  168th  Engineer  Battalion,  with  the  595th  Engineer 
Company  (Light  Equipment)  attached,  provided  three  companies  for  the  current 
H  Field  Force  secondary  road  program  for  Feb  and  Mar  70.  Companies  A  and  B 
of  the  168th  Engineer  Battalion  and  the  595th  Engineer  Company  (Light 
Equipment),  operating  from  Cu  Chi,  were  assigned  the  responsibility  for 
opening  approximately  40.0  kms  of  road  in  Tay  Ninh  and  Hau  Nghia  -Etovincea. 
All  work  on  these  roads  was  completed  prior  to  the  deactivation  of  the 
168th  Engineer  Battalion  on  30  Mar  70,  and  the  departure  of  the  595th 
light  Equipment  Company  for  Lai  Khe  on  1  Apr  70. 

(e)  The  3rd  Brigade,  9th  Infantry  Division,  continued  to  be 
supported  by  the  571st  Engineer  Company  (Combat),  in  direct  support,  and 
the  93rd  Engineer  Battalion  (Construction),  a  subordinate  unit  of  the 
20th  Engineer  Brigade,  providing  Engineer  Operational  Support.  In  the 
II  Field  Force  secondary  road  program,  the  571st  Engineer  Company  had 
completed  85J6  of  their  assigned  roads.  The  93rd  Engineer  Battalion  has 
committed  one  company  to  the  II  Field  Force  Secondary  Road  Program  in 
Long  An  Province.  The  93rd  Engineers  have  been  assigned  responsibility 
for  71.6  kms  of  road  and  to  date  have  completed  !>7%  of  their  assigned 
roads. 


(f)  During  this  reporting  period,  a  total  of  300  mines  and 

492  booty  traps  were  found  or  detonated  within  the  25th  Infantry  Division's 
A0.  Of  these,  47  mines  and  37  booty  traps  were  found  by  the  65th  Engineer 
Battalion.  In  ccmparisiot.  with  the  previous  quarter,  Division  mining  inci¬ 
dents  increased  1C$  while  booby  traps  decreased  2056. 

(g)  Fire  support  banes  throughout  the  Division  area  received 
continuous  engineer  effort.  Sixteen  (16)  FSBs/PBs  were  upgraded,  five 
were  constructed  and  three  were  closed.  A  great  variety  of  tasks  wore 
performed i  berms,  fields-of-fira,  interior  and  access  roads,  bunkers , 

TOC  and  FDC  construction,  drainage  and  trash  sumps,  POL  points,  helipauo 
and  refuel  points,  hard stands,  dust  abatement,  artillery  parapets,  culverts, 
drainage,  water  wells  and  observation  towers  were  among  the  most  common 
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type  prefects.  Wet  seamen  preparation  was  emphasized.  Technical  ad vie* 
was  oounly  provided. 

1  M  FSB  Buall  a  rifla  range  was  constructed  by  pishing  up  20 
aetsrs  of  bens.  Areas  between  the  FSB  berm  and  first  wire  were  cleared 
for  fields  of  fire  and  interior  areas  were  leveled  for  four  new  bunkers. 
The  aost  extensive  work  during  this  quarter  was  the  closure  of  the  FSB 
Annex  or  "Rabble".  Verk  consisted  of  leveling  ten  bunkers  and  3000  square 
meters  of  annex  berm,  pushing  up  a  new  here  to  restore  the  original  Buell 
perimeter  and  opening  three  swaps,  filling  them  with  debris  and  closing 
them.  Work  was  initiated  to  upgrade  the  interior  reads  in  preparation  far 
the  vet  season. 

g  At  FSS  Chamberlain,  the  access  read  which  caused  considerable 
coaster  nation  during  the  last  rainy  season  was  improved  using  124  leads 
«f  laterite.  The  roadway  was  widened  and  another  lift  of  laterite  was 
used  to  cap  the  wearing  surface.  The  helipad  was  also  pentp’iasd. 

2  At  FSB  Devin  35  leads  of  trash  were  hauled  and  interior 
ditches  cleaned  out.  Fifty  feet  of  24"  culvert  and  120'  of  48"  culvert 
were  placed  in  the  interior  of  the  FSB.  A  drainage  ditch  vac  dug  850 
meters  leng  and  10'  wide  with  a  slope  of  1°  outward  from  the  perimeter. 

A  wall  35'  deep  and  12*  in  diameter  was  dug  and  a  60"  culvert  40’  long 
was  installed  and  backfilled  with  15  loads  of  laterite  and  10  loads  of 
rock.  Sixty-two  loads  of  laterite  were  placed,  graded  and  compacted  on 
the  interior  roads.  Seventy  leads  of  fill  were  used  to  rebuild  low  por¬ 
tions  of  the  berm.  Six  20'  diameter  1 55mn  artillery  gun  pads  were  built 
using  224  loads  of  laterite  and  10  loads  of  rock.  Each  gun  pad  had  a 
berm  five  feet  high  aid  four  feet  wide  constructed  from  192  leads  of 
laterite.  Two  12"  culverts  20*  and  40’  and  two  18"  culverts  30’  and  35* 
long  were  placed  at  Aha  entrance  and  exits  to  the  gun  pads.  Berm  po¬ 
sitions  and  frames  nd  six  bunkers  were  constructed. 

4k  At  FSB  Gettysburg  a  30'  timber  obeerration  tower  was  flown 
in  after  being  constructed  at  Cu  Chi  Base  Gawp. 

£  At  FSB  Hampton  a  dozer  was  employed  to  reduce  the  size  of 
the  base  by  50$  ami  push  up  a  new  berm.  Work  was  begun  to  revamp  the 
existing  drainage  system  which  was  found  non-functional.  The  dust 
problem  was  countered  at  Hampton  by  peneprfuing  the  3000  square  meter 
helipad. 


£  At  FSB  Houston  377  loads  of  laterite  were  used  to  build  pads 
for  the  self-propelled  guns  and  A PCs.  The  5000  square  meter  helipad  at 
Houston  was  also  treated  with  peneprime,  Five  hundred  meters  of  drainage 
ditch  was  cleaned.  Three  hundred  and  ten  loads  of  laterite  and  65  loads 
of  fill  were  used  to  upgrade  roads  and  interior  facilities.  Two  hundred 
loads  of  laterite  were  used  to  upgrade  the  berm.  Two  18"  culverts  and 
twe  24"  culverts  were  placed  for  interior  drainage. 
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Construction  was  supervised  for  a  TOC  bunker,  FOG  bunker,  four  CP  bunkers, 
aid  station,  S-4  bunker,  4*2"  mortar  bunker,  mess  hall  bunker,  and  a  S-1 
bunker  for  the  4-9  Inf.  Two  mess  halls,  a  mess  hall  sump  and  five  sleeping 
bunkers  were  constructed  for  1-8  Arty.  A  Chinook  pad  150  X  50  meters  was 
constructed  using  8470  gallons  of  psneprime  and  1200  gallons  of  diisel. 

12.  pB  Lee  was  closed.  Closure  consisted  of  opening  three  sumps, 
leveling  the  perimeter,  filling  the  sumps  with  leveled  debris  and  closing 
them. 

14  At  FSB  Patton  two  12”  culverts  30’  long  were  replaced  in  the 
interior  roads  and  backfilled  with  four  loads  of  laterite, 

15  At  FSB.  Rawlins  drainage  ditches  (700  X  5  X  l£  meters)  were 
reshaped.  Approximately  50  loads  of  laterite  were  placed  in  low  areas, 

A  dust  problem  on  the  access  road  was  solved  <  ?.  j  5000  gallons 

of  diet el.  An  S’XIO’XS*  water  tower  was  construe..- _ _  the  waterpoint. 

Interior  road  network  was  graded. 

16  At  FSB  Tennessee  60  loads  of  fill  were  placed  in  spots  on 
the  berm  and  inside  the  perimeter,  A  70  X  60  meter  Chinook  pad  was  con¬ 
structed  from  2  bundles  of  PSP.  Five  garbage  sumps  20'X10’X40:  were  dug 
and  4  were  covered  over  after  being  filled  with  trash.  The  interior  and 
access  roads  were  graded  and  an  area  400  X  30  meters  was  leveled  outside 
the  perimeter. 

17  At  FSB  Washington  550  loads  of  fill  were  hauled  in  for  sand¬ 
bags,  low  spots  and  berm  shaping!  100  loads  of  laterite  were  hauled  in  to 
build  the  interior  road  and  35  loads  of  laterite  were  hauled  in  to  issild 
up  mortar  positions.  Fourteen  (14)  holes  were  punched  in  the  berm 

(20  feet  wide)  for  new  fighting  positions  and  2  holes  20  feet  wl.de  for 
new  bunkers,  fields  of  fire  were  cleared  between  the  first  wire  and  the 
bermline,  3  drainage  culverts  were  placed  in  the  interior  roads  and  a 
75  motor  ditch  l£  feet  deep  was.  cut  along  the  road.  Considerable 
technics!  and  material  assistance  was  provided  during  the  upgrading  of 
this  F&b. 


IS.  At  FSB  Wood  12  loads  of  rock  and  55  loads  of  laterite  were 
brought  in  to  complete  a  12  feet  diameter,  30  foot  deep  well.  Eighty- 
six  loads  of  laterite  were  brought  in  for  genera],  upgrading  of  the  FSB 
berm  and  interior  roads.  A  24'X40’  landing  mat  wa3  constructed  using 
M8A1  matting.  Approximately  2000  board  feet  of  lumber  were  used  in  the 
construction  of  bunkers  or  upgrading  of  existing  facilities.  Sixty  barrels 
of  peneprime  and  two  loads  of  rock  were  stockpiled.  Half  of  the  helipad 
was  resurfaced  with  peneprime.  Five-hundred  and  twenty  loads  of  laterite 
were  utilized  for  upgrading  interior  facilities  and  the  bermline.  Ninety- 
eight  loads  of  laterite  were  mixed  with  216  bags  of  lime  and  spread  in 
company  areas.  The  berm  height  was  raised  from  two  feet  to  six  feet  on 
50^  of  the  bermline.  An  area  700  X  600  meters  has  been  cleared  for  fields 
of  fire.  One-hundred  and  ten  feet  of  18  inch  culvert  vas  constructed  and 
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placed.  One  thousand  eight  hundred  sandbags  have  been  filled  end  stock¬ 
piled  for  future  use  on  bunkers  in  the  FSB*  Five  hundred  and  fifty  square 
maters  have  been  backbl&ded  and  seven  loads  of  dunnage  have  bean  hauled 
our  of  the  FSB.  On  25  March  two  classes  on  Mechanical  ambush  and  mine 
sweeping  were  taught  to  Troop  C,  3-4  Car.  On  26  March  3-4  Cav  began 
utilizing  their  personnel  to  conduct  sweeps  while  Company  B  continued  to 
provide  demolitions  specialists  for  „.-.2  in  3~4  Cav  operations.  Two  engineer 
personnel  bunkers,  one  generator  bunker  and  two  demolition  bunkers  were 
constructed,  A  four  foot  bem  was  constructed  for  an  ARVN  compound  at 
Co  Trach  (XT531381 )  which  was  3  *  X  30  X  30  meters  (triangular). 

(h)  Cu  Chi  Base  CampJ 

X  A  24’  X  20'  addition  was  built  on  the  existing  3rd  Brigade 
TOC  to  house  operations  for  Base  Camp  Defense.  Extensive  renovations  were 
also  made  to  the  interior  of  the  3rd  Brigade  JTOC,  A  sheet  metal  roof  was 
installed  over  the  Brigade  Commander • s  trailer  and  two  nev  revetments  were 
bul.lt  for  the  3rd  Brigade  Aviation  element  pad.  The  latter  project  re¬ 
quired  30  loads  of  laterite  which  were  hauled  from  Tan  Hoa  Pit. 

2  Five  36"  culverts  30'  long  were  b'lilt  and  emplaced  in  the 
berm  to  provide  improved  drainage  between  bunkers  60  and  61 .  Five  36" 
culverts “30i  long  were  built  and  stockpiled  in  the  S4  yard  for  future 
use  in  the  drained  system.  Ammo  box  blast  walls  were  erected  behind 
all  the  lateral  fighting  positions  in  the  G  Sectft  of  the  bunker line. 

X  A  rifle  range  was  constructed  for  the  Tropic  Lightning  Acad¬ 
emy  on  the  C  Sector  of  the  bunkerline.  The  range  was  approximately  60 
meters  in  length  with  a  berm  elevation  of  seven  feet.  Ninety-eight  man¬ 
hours,  one  D-7  dozer,  one  scoop  loader,  one  grader  and  two  five- ton  dump 
trucks  were  utilized,  Seven  lateral  fighting  positions  were  constructed 
for  the  G  Sector  of  the  Cu  Chi  Base  Camp  bunker line.  The  project  required 
approximately  150  man-hours  and  the  use  of  a  scoop  loader.  Ammo  boxes 
and  60"  culvert  were  utilized. 

Jt  During  the  quarter  there  were  no  unusual  recovery  operations. 

The  wrecker  was  used  primarily  for  convoy  duty  during  this  quarter.  En¬ 
gineer  equipment  being  utilized  on  the  bunkerline  and  land  clearing  oper¬ 
ations  received  maintenance  priority  from  Battalion  maintenance  section. 

X  An  AM  Net,  using  the  AN/GRC-I06,  was  installed  and  operated 
to  facilitate  communicating  with  Companies  A  and  C.  Initiation  was  prompted 
by  the  movement  of  Company  C  to  A0  Chop.  A  crypto  facility  was  built  within 
the  existing  Battalion  TOC  to  prevDde  improved  security  and  control  of 
classified  material. 

£  During  February,  the  Battalion  built  a  prototype  bunker  on 
the  base  camp  perimeter  to  determine  the  construction  time  and  to  train 
personnel  to  supervise  construction  of  identical  bunkers  on  other  portions 
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of  the  bunkerline.  Three  more  bunkers  were  constructed  by  this  same  crew 
to  increase  their  familiarity  with  necessary  procedures.  To  date,  21 
bunkers  have  been  completed  and  seven  are  in  various  stages  of  completion. 
Bach  bunker  utilize  10,000  square  feet  of  lumber,  600  Linear  feet  of 
wire  rope,  450  pounds  of  nails,  25  ammo  boxes,  14  sheets  of  metal  roofing, 
three  rolls  of  tar  paper,  36  cubic  feet  of  finished  concrete  and  other 
hardware  associated  with  finishing  doors  and  the  interior  of  each  bunker. 

2  A  new  command  bunker  was  constructed  for  the  G  Sector  of  the 
bunkerline.  The  overall  dimensions  of  the  bunker  were  15*  X  20’  X  13*. 
Approximately  22,000  feet  of  ditching  have  been  dug  to  facilitate  drain¬ 
age  of  the  tunkerline  and  250', 000  square  feet  of  area  has  been  sloped. 

Two  hundred  feet  of  30 1  ditching  has  been  cleared.  Thirty  feet  of  36" 
culvert  has  been  constructed  and  placed. 

(i)  Dau  Tieng  Base  Camp; 

2  At  Dau  Tieng  a  Civilian  Pe.-i  --;.uel  Control  Gate,  8'X8',  with 
two  pedestrian  lanes  was  constructed.  Two  mine  booms  were  repaired  with 
two  each  6nX12"Xl6'  timbers.  Two  gates,  8'X13'>  were  constructed  for 
entrances  on  the  new  bermline.  A  generator  shed,  mess  hall  and  two  KP 
shacks  were  demolished.  Portions  of  the  berm  were  rebuilt  with  675  loads 
of  laterite  while  125  loads  of  fill  were  used  to  close  a  garbage  sump  for 
1st  Aviation  Battalion.  Interior  roads  were  graded  and  800  gallons  of 
peneprime  were  spread  on  the  perimeter  road  adjacent  to  the  2nd  Brigade 
helipad, 

g  In  constructing  the  2nd  Brigade  helipad,  22  loads  of  over¬ 
burden  and  710:feet  of  triple  concertina  wire  and  double  apron  fenae 
were  removed.  Six  hundred  and  sixty-five  loads  of  laterite  were  placed 
over  a  graded  area  320 5  X  390'.  A  24"  culvert  24  feet  long  was  installed 
at  the  150  meter  long  entrance  road.  Nine  24*  X  24-  helipads  were  con¬ 
structed  from  M8A1  matting  and  filled  with  laterite.  A  total  of  8250 
gallons  of  peneprime  were  applied. 

2  The  2nd  Brigade  TOC  was  left  70#  complete  due  to  sudden  change 
in  the  Brigade's  A0.  Three-hundred  and  eighty- two  linear  foot  of  forming 
materials  were  placed  and  90 'of  forms  for  footers.  Three-hundred  and  twenty 
feet  of  reinforcing  forms  were  placed  and  70  steel  plates  were  installed. 
Twenty-one  cubic  yards  of  concrete  were  poured  for  7  footers  and  21  csubic 
yards  were  used  for  a  concrete  floor  4S'X32'.  Three  inch  by  eight  inch 
roofing  was  emplaced  while  the  blast;  walls  were  left  35#  complete. 

£  During  March  and  April  considerable  engineer  effort  was  pro¬ 
vided  Dau  Tieng  Base  Camp.  The  project  include!  work,  to  reduce  the  peri¬ 
meter  of  Dau  Tieng  Base  Camp,  construction  of  a  new  berm  and  leveling  of 
the  area  between  the  two  berms  for  fields  ©f  fire.  As  part  of  the  new 
berm  construction,  2000  meters  of  new  berm  was  pushed  up,  four  new  culverts 
were  placed  in  the  new  berm,  seven  bunkers  and  two  observation  towers  were 
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constructed.  The  old  berm  reoovul  consisted  of  leveling  3500  meters  of  the 
old  bera,  eight  firing  positions  and  T4  bunkers.  To  improve  observation 
and  fields  of  fire,  7500  cubic  yards  of  ridge  line  and  an  old  ASP  were 
leveled.  Additional  work  at  Dau  Tieng  consisted  of -providing  400  loads  of 
fill  for  low  areas  in  the  base  campj,  for  sandbags,  for  the  2-12  Inf  and 
1-5  Inf  (M)  request#,  and  for  shaping  the  new  and  old  berms.  Additionally, 
80  loads  of  laterite  were  provided  for  access  roads  leading  into  the  base 
camp. 


( j)  Route  Construction  and  Maintenance * 

1  Road  construction  and  maintenance  received  significant  en¬ 
gineer  effort.  Priority  of  lines  of  communication  effort  went  towu.'d  wet 
season  preparation  of  roads  and  roads  that  supported  the  pacification 
program. 


g  TL  4}  Route  maintenance  was  accomplished  by  placing  and  grading 
215  loads  of  laterite  from  XT255606  to  XT238588. 

g  Route  7A  South  was  upgraded  from  XT508512  to  XT563167  using 
365  loads  of  laterite  and  14  pallets  of  lime.  Work  was  accomplished  with 
a  grader,  a  sheepafoot  roller  and  a  water  tanker.  Between  TL  10  and  the 
Sugarmill,  1118  loads  of  laterite  were  spread  to  raise  the  level  of  the 
road.  Approximately  two  'kilometers  of  road  were  raised  and  shaped. 

4  LTL  141  Route  maintenance  was  accomplished  by  placing  and 
grading  44  loads  of  laterite  near  Dau  Tieng  Base  Camp, 

£  Route  6 £4  received  174  loads  of  laterite  for  upgrading  from 
XT45212.5  to  XT450125  (250  meters)  and  from  XT44I124  to  XT440124  (100  meter#). 
A  culvert  was  extended  at  XT441124  and  three  culverts  were  installed  at 
XT417124. 

£  TL  13*  Route  maintenance  was  accomplished  by  placing  and  grading 
200  loads  of  laterite  in  holes  between  FSB  Washington  an.:  old  FSB  Crook. 

This  maintenance  waa  a  combat,  essential  mission  facilitating  the  passage  of 
1st  Battalion  (Mechanized),  5th  Infantry  and  supporting  artillery  units. 

2  QL  22 t  Route  maintenance  was  accomplished  by  placing  and  grading 
60  loads  of  laterite  southeast  of  FSB  Washington. 

£  239*  Route  maintenance  was  accomplished  by  placing  and  .grading 
485  loads  of  laterite  between  FSB  Hunter  and  Dau  Tieng,  Culverts  at  XT415443 
were  repaired  and  additional  culverts  added.  Extensive  channel  shaping  and 
cleaning  was  accomplished  in  conjunction  with  culvert  work.  The  culverts 
were  upgraded  upon  request  of  Tay  Ninh  Province  Chief. 
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2  The  Gu  Chi  By-pass  Road,  which  Company  B  started  and  later 
turned  ores*  to  Company  B,  took  168  loads  of  laterite.-  The  market  place 
pad,  near  On  Chi  main  gate,  required  92  leads  of  laterite.  An  additional 
35  lead®  of  laterite  were  delivered  to  8th  Aerial  Port  for  the  construction 
of  thrse  helipads*  The  Cu  Chi  By-paas  was  upgraded  for  a  distance  of  one 
kilometer  from  XT627141  to  XT635138  using  136  loads  of  laterite.  A  hill 
was  leveled  at  XT627157  and  80*  of  18”  culvert  was  placed  and  backfilled 
while  200  feet  of "ditch  was  cleared. 

10  Upgrading  of  the  unnumbered  route  south  of  Trang  Bang  was 
completed  on  23  Msrch*  One  thousand  seven"  hundred  and  thirty- six  leads  of 
laterite  were  dumped  and  spread  between  XT503513  and  XT487179.  This 
entire  three  kilometers  was  composed  of  1736  loads  of  laterite  each  mixed 
with  four  bags  of  lime  and  surface  graded. 

11  A  road  was  constructed  from  XT3  53333  to  XT362349.  This  pro¬ 
ject  was  undertaken  upon  request  of  the  lay  Ninh  Province  Chief,  Construc¬ 
tion  required  2140  loads  of  laterite.  Three  culverts  were  installed  at  a 
stream  crossing. 

22  To  eliminate  potential  mining  incidents  and  to  improve  fields 
of  fire,  a  dozer  was  used  to  level  approximately  2800  cubic  ?letirjJ  of  ob¬ 
structions  along  laterite  road. 

22,  Technical  assistance  was  given  to  the  engineers  of  the  25th 
ARVN  Division  in  penepriming  routes  8A  and  244  south  of  Due  Hoa. 

(k)  Bridging* 

1  Seven  bridging  and  two  rafting  missions  were  accomplished.  Mis¬ 
sions  included  reestablishment,  of  bridges  destroyed  by  enemy  sappers,  in¬ 
stallation  of  bridges  to  support  tactical  scheme  of  maneuvers  and  bridges 
which  supported  the  pacification  program. 

2,  At  XT055595  a  seven-float,  M4T6  bridge  with  approaches  was  instal¬ 
led.  Installation  occured  on  11  April  and  was  completed  approximately  eight 
hours  after  arrival  at  the  site*  On  12  April  1-5  Inf  (M)  passod  over  the 
bridge.  Lancer  Rifles  "miaicav”  was  used  to  insert  an  engineer  recon  party 
at  an  earlier  date.-  Recon  recorded  approaches,  bank  and  river  character¬ 
istics.  This  recon  facilitated  successful  mission  accomplishment. 

2  At  XT201531  engineer  rccon  was  performed  to  determine  feasi¬ 
bility  of  an  M$T6  float  bridge.  First  Battalion  (Mechanised),  5th  Infan¬ 
try  inserted  the  engineer  recon  party.  The  bridge  was  necessary  te  pass 
the  501st  Engineer  Company,  with  1-5  Inf  (M)  as  security,  who  were  engaged 
in  land  clearing  operations  in  the  Renegade  and  Straight  Edge  Woods.  On 

19  April  two  CB-47  and  nine  CR-54  sorties  were  used  tv  diliver  personnel  and 
eight  preassembled  M4T6  pontoons  with  partical  decking  in  place. 
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4  At  XT202479  an  existing  bridge  was  destroyed  by  enemy  sappers 
using  explosives.  Approaches  were  constructed  the  morning  of  1.7  April. 
Bridging  arrived  at  1330  hours.  By  2130  hours  a  seven-float  M4T6  bridge 
was  opened  to  traffic.  Continuing  the  mission*  a  130  foot  double-double 
Bailey  Bridge  was  installed  over  the  top  of  the  destroyed  bridge.  The 
bridge  was  emplaced  in  such  a  manner  that  its  effective  spam  120  feet. 

It  8  placed  one  foot  above  the  destroyed  bridge  to  facilitate  repair  of 
the  destroyed  bridge. 

Jjji  At  XT231309  trees  and  an  old  existing  bridge  were  removed  so  tne 
crossing  site  could  accept  an  air  delivered  45  foot  M4T6  dry  span. 

Project  was  completed  on  9  April.  Mission  was  accomplished  in  4£  hours 
after  arrival  of  personnel  on  site. 

£  During  the  period  13  February  through  18  March  1970  Echo 
Company  built  and  maintained  three  5**float  reinforced  M4T6  rafts  at 
Go  Dau  Ha  to  pass  military  traffic  across  the  Vam  Co  Dong  River  after 
Communist  forces  destroyed  the  existing  bridge.  In  the  course  of  this 
operation  Echo  Company’s  rafts  carried  3354  vehicles  across  the  river 
including  numerous  dump  trucks  of  the  588th  Engineer  Battalion  involved 
in  the  construction  of  the  II  Field  Forces  Secondary  Road  Network  west 
of  the  river.  On  18  March,  Echo  Company  turned  the  raft  operation  over 
to  the  79th  Engineer  Company  (BP)  of  the  79th  Engineer  Group. 

2  A  30  foot  M4T6  dry  span  was  emplaced  at  XT447067,  This 
bridge  replaced  an  earlier  structure  which  was  in  need  of  renovation. 

£  Echo  Company  supplied  technical  assistance  and  a  platoon  of 
men  to  support  the  engineers  of  the  25th  ARVN  Division  in  tuilding  a 
9-float  M4T6  bridge  at  XT575937.  This  bridge  permitted  continued  and 
uninterrupted  operations  along  Route  224  from  Due  Hoa  to  Ben  Luc  while  a 
more  permanent  bridge  was  being  constructed.  Echo  Company  rendered 
further  assistance  by  constructing  a  five-float  reinforced  M4T6  raft  to 
float  a  crane  to  midstream  to  drive  piles  for  the  permanent  bridge  that 
was  to  follow. 

(l)  Land  Clearing:. 

(1)  Division  land  clearing  continued  to  be  a  valuable,  viable 
means  of  denying  the  enemy  his  traditional  sanctuaries  and  of  destroying 
enemy  boobytraps  while  minimizing  friendly  losses,  A  total  of  7425  acres 
of  land  were  cleared. 


(2)  Two  small  land  clearing  projects  were  accomplished  using 
company  level  resources.  Operation  "Big  Look"  entailed  removal  of  brush 
from  58  acres  northwest  of  FSB  Washington.  Clearing  was  accomplished  to 
increase  range  of  radar  and  resulted  in  a  1.0  to  1.5  increase  in  radar 
range.  A  second  land  clearing  cf  22  acres  of  brush,  vicinity  X.T1749,  was 
accomplished  upon  request  from  Tay  Ninh  Province  Chief.  It  denied  a 
traditional  mortar  site. 
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(m)  Later  Productions  The  production  of  potable  water  for  the 
Division  is  among  the  most  significant  operations  performed  by  the  65th 
Engineer  Battalion,  Water  production  was  as  follows s 


LOCATION 

DATES 

GALLONS  PRODUCED 

FSB  Washington 

Feb  -  Apr 

120,000 

FSB  Rawline 

Feb  -  Apr 

225,000 

FSB  Wood  III 

Feb  -  Apr 

341,000 

FSB  Kion 

Feb  -  Apr 

132,000 

FSB  Jackson 

Feb  -  Apr 

57,000 

FSB  Chamberlain 

Feb  -  Apr 

105,000 

FSB  Colorado 

Mar  -  Apr 

204,000 

FSB  North  Dakota 

Mai*  -  Apr 

52,000 

Cu  Chi  Base  Camp 

Feb  -  Apr 

1 ,826,000 

TOTAL  3,062,000 

(n)  Others 


(1)  Construction  of  the  Coordinated  Fire  Support  Control  Center 
(CFSCC)  at  Bao  Trai,  XT526044,  is  a  continuation  from  the  last  quarter. 
Since  the  last  report  19,500  board  feet  of  lumber  has  been  used  along  with 
53  loads  of  fill,  603  ammo  boxes,  750  feet  of  electrical  cable,  16  light 
fixtures,  four  light  switches,  22  electrical  outlets,  200  pieces  of  roofing 
tin  and  260  linear  feet  of  wire  screen.  The  bunker  was  completed  on 

5  February  1970.  Three  antenna  poles,  one  70  feet  high  and  two  80  feet 
high,  were  set  next  to  the  bunker.  A  covered  generator  shed  15*X15*  was 
constructed  next  to  the  bunker.  The  shed  required  55  cubic  feet  of  finished 
concrete,  5500  board  feet  of  lumber,  225  ammo  boxes  and  10  sheets  of  tin. 

(2)  The  Innocent  Civilian  Center  was  also  a  carry-over  from  the 
previous  quarter.  The  project  was  completed  during  this  period. 

(8)  Artillery  Operations: 

(a)  The  Fire  Support  Element  worked  under  the  general  staff 
supervision  of  the  ACofS,  G3.  The  Division  Artillery  Command  supervised 
the  FSE  as  Division  Fire  Support  Coordinator.  The  FSE  continued  to  co¬ 
ordinate  the  fire  support  for  the  maneuver  elements  of  the  Division  and 
supervised  the  artillery  warning  control  centers.  Each  maneuver  brigade 
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was  provided  direct  support  by  a  light  artillery  battalion.  Although  there 
ware  attachments  and  detachments,  normally  support  was  provided  as  fol¬ 
lows  ? 


1st  Brigade  7th  Battalion,  11th  Artillery 

2nd  Brigade  1st  Battalion,  8th  Artillery 

3rd  Brigade  2nd  Battalion,  77th  Artillery 

The  3rd  Battalion,  13th  Artillery  (155/8")  provided  general  support  for 
he  Division. 

(b)  7th  Battalion,  11th  Artillery? 

1  Battalion  Headquarters  remained  at  Tay  Ninh  Base  Camp  during 
the  reporting  period.  At  the  start  of  the  reporting  period  the  batteries 
were  deployed  as  follows?  Battery  A  at  Tay  Ninh  Base  Campj  Battery  B 

at  FSB  Buell j  and  Battery  C  at  FSB  Rawlins.  In  addition  to  providing 
direct  support  to  the  1st  Brigade,  the  Battalion  also  provided  support  to 
the  ARVN  operating  in  the  Tay  Ninh  Area  and  the  US  Navy  patrolling  the 
Vam  Co  Dong  River. 

2  Expenditures  for  the  period  were?  7-11  Arty  83,995  rounds; 
other  units  firing  in  support  of  the  1st  Brigade  33,771  rounds;  total 
expenditure  117,776  rounds, 

2  In  the  change  of  the  Brigade  boundary  on  26  February  Fire 
Support  Bases  Pine  Ridge,  Kien  and  Tennessee  came  under  the  control  of 
the  1st  Brigade.  This  necessitated  moving  several  artillery  units., 

A/7-1 1  Arty  split  and  sent  three  tubes  each  to  FSBs  Ki«>m  and  Pine  Ridge, 
and  2-77  Arty  was  positioned  at  FSB  Tenaeeeee  to  provide  reinforcing 
fires. 


4  During  this  quarter  the  Battalion  continued  using  barge  ar¬ 
tillery  on  several  occasions:  11  February,  10  March,  and  20  April,, 
c/7-11  Arly  continued  a3  the  riverine  battery.  Again  the  concept  of 
reaching  inaccessible  areas  with  light  artillery  has  proven  a  great 
success  within  the  AO. 

J5  Experience  in  fixed  wing  mobility  was  gained  ty  B/7-11  Arty 
on  20  February  when  they  were  flown  by  C-130  to  Thien  Ngen  and  again 
when  they  returned  on  25  February, 

£  The  Combined  Fire  Support  Coordination  Center  established  on 
24  October  1969  remained  in  operation.  During  this  quarter  6321  requests 
for  clearances  were  submitted  by  US  elements  of  which  5224  vere  cleared, 

•  Vietnamese  elements  requested  4907  of  which  4077  were  cleared. 

(c)  2nd  Battalion,  77th  Art  filer/? 

1  The  2nd  Battalion,  77th  Artillery  has  continued  to  provide 
fires  in  support  of  numerous  US  Navy  and  ARVN  operations  as  well  as 
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in  its  direct  support  of  the  3rd  Brigade,  25th  Infantry  Division  in  Hau 
Nghia,  Bich  Duong  and  Tay  Ninh  Provinces. 

2  The  Battalion  extended  its  direct  support  capabilities  on  19 
February  when  the  3rd  Brigade  was  expanded.  The  3rd  Brigade’s  acquisition 
of  the  6th  Battalion,  31st  Infantry  as  an  OPCQN  unit  from  the  3rd  Brigade, 
9th  Infantry  Division,  from  the  period  1  March  to  18  April  brought  Bat¬ 
tery  D,  2nd  Battalion,  4th  Artillery  under  the  Battalion’s  control  for 
clearance  of  fires  and  tactical  fire  control.  Battery  C,  2nd  Battalion, 

77th  Artillery  became  GSR  to  the  7th  Battalion,  11th  Artillery  on  1  March 
with  a  mission  of  direct  support  to  the  3rd  Squadron,  4th  Cavalry. 

M  2  During  the  quarter,  elements  of  the  Battalion  made  a  total  of 

22  tactical  moves  in  support  of  3rd  Brigade  combat  operations.  Nine  of 
the  moves  were  made  by  air,  using  CB-47  aircraft.  Additionally,  a  Battalion 
advance  CP  and  TOC  was  displaced  from  Cu  Chi  to  FSB  Jackson  during  the 
period  13-17  April  for  the  purpose  of  improving  command  and  control  in  the 
western  sector  of  the  TAd, 

4  In  the  area  of  target  acquisition,  the  BattaL ion  gained  the 
AN/MPQ-4A_counter-mortar  radars  of  the  258th  and  264th  Field  Artillery 
which  became  OPCON  to  the  Battalion  on  28  March  to  supplement  the  program 
established  previously. 

2  The  Battalion  took  over  the  responsibility  for  Cu  Chi  Base 
Camp  Artillery  Defense  on  19  February  as  part  of  the  3rd  Brigade's  mission 
of  Cu  Chi  Base  Camp  defense.  The  Combined  Fire  Support  Coordination  Cen¬ 
ter  for  Hau  Nghia  Province  also  became  functional  during  the  quarter,  ini¬ 
tiating  operations  on  18  March. 

£  Total  expenditures  for  the  Battalion  for  the  quarter  were* 

63,033  HE;  1,509  ICMj  4,595  Illumination;  1,381  VP;  20  CIS;  and  6  BH  rounds. 

(d)  3rd  Battalion,  13th  Artillery* 

2  Battery  A  was  stabilised  at  FSB  Hampton  from  1  February  to  25 
April.  The  Battery’s  mission  for  this  reporting  period  was  GSR  fires  for 
2-77  Arty.  Two  howitzer  sections  remained  under  operational  control  of 
Battery  D.  On  13  April  Battery  A  (-)  moved  to  FSB  Jgyrett,  previously 
known  as  FSB  Harris,  with  no  change  in  mission.  On  18  April,  Battery  A 
returned  to  FSB  Houston  to  prepare  for  permanent  movement  to  FSB  Jarrett. 

On  25  April  FSB  Houston  was  officially  closed  out  with  the  move  of  Battery 
A  to  FSB  Jarrett. 

2  On  1  February  Battery  B  moved  from  FSB  Patton  II  to  FSB  Devin, 
The  mission  at  FSB  Devin  was  GSR  fires  to  2-77  Arty,  Two  howitzer  sec¬ 
tions  were  moved  to  FSB  Pershing  on  28  March.  The  same  two  sections  moved 
from  Pershing  to  Dau  Tieng  Base  Camp  on  4  April.  Vhile  at  Dau  Tieng  their 
mission  was  GSR  fires  to  7-11  Arty. 
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2  Battery  C  was  located  at  FSB  Rawlins  during  the  reporting  peri¬ 
od.  The  primary  mission  at  FSB  Rawlins  was  GSR  fires  to  7-11  Arty.  From 
5  February  to  11  February  two  howitzer  sections  moved  to  Mo  Cong  with  no 
change  in  mission.  On  18  February  two  sections  returned  to  FSB  Rawlins  from 
Dau  Tieng,  tut  were  moved  there  again  for  the  period  2  to  12  March.  On  8 
April  the  Battery  moved  to  FSB  Mitchell  with  no  change  in  mission,  returning 
to  FSB  Rawlins  on  11  April.  Two  howitzer  sections  assumed  the  role  of  GSR 
to  2-77  Arty  at  FSB  Jackson  during  the  period  12  April  to  18  April.  These 
two  sections  returned  to  FSB  Rawlins  on  18  April.  Two  sections  were  dis¬ 
patched  to  the  vicinity  of  FSB  Grant  on  23  April  with  no  change  in  mission. 
These  two  howitzer  sections  returned  to  FSB  Rawlins  on  23  April.  Two 
howitzer  sections  moved  to  FSB  Washington  on  the  same  day  with  no  change  in 
mission  and  returned  to  FSB  Rawlins  on  30  April. 

^  Battery  D  continued  its  mission  of  General  Support  for  the  25th 
Infantry  Division  from  a  primary  base  at  FSB  Hampton.  Two  howitzer  sections 
were  displaced  to  Tay  Ninh  Base  Camp  from  3  March  to  24  March  in  the  role 
of  GSR  fire  to  7-11  Arty.  These  two  sections  returned  to  FSB  Hampton  on 
24  March. 

(9)  Signal  Operations: 

(a)  The  Division  Signal  Office  continued  coordination  and  staff 
supervision  over  all  communication  within  the  Division. 

(b)  During  the  month  of  February,  a  secure  Nestor  test  was  con¬ 
ducted  by  two  Battalions  of  the  Division.  The  test  was  made  to  determine 
if  the  small  size  infantry  units  could  effectively  utilize:  Nestor  secure 
gear  on  operations.  Results  were  encouraging  except  that  the  weight  of  the 
man  pack  configuration  was  too  much  for  one  man, 

(c)  The  2nd  Brigade  communications  was  put  in  at  Dau  Tieng.  A 
120  foot  tower  was  erected  to  provide  VHP  and  FM  communication  with  Cu  Chi. 
The  communication  set  up  was  only  two  weeks  as  2nd  Brigade  moved  to  Bearcat 
where  once  again  communication  was  provided.  VHP,  FM  and  RATT  communica¬ 
tions  was  provided  at  FSB.  Colorado,  the  2nd  Brigade  Headquarters,  At  Bear¬ 
cat,  the  2nd  Brigade  rear,  a  VHP  link  with  Hurricane  (II  Field  Force)  and 
Lightning  (25th  Infantry  Division)  was  set  up  to  link  the  Brigade  with 
higher  headquarters. 

(d)  The  communication  bunker  for  Go  Dau  Ha  MACV  Compound  was  com¬ 
pleted,  however,  the  160  foot  tower  originally  planned  was  not  put  in. 

Thera  is  a  70  foot  pole  at  Go  Dau  Ha  to  fulfill  the  requirement  of  mount¬ 
ing  the  antennas  needed, 

(e)  With  2/34  Armor  OPCON  to  II  FFV,  new  resupply  problems  were 
encountered  with  SOI/SSI  material.  The  normal  implementation  time  of  48 
hours  was  found  to  be  too  short  for  units  of  their  mobility.  Other  units 


68 

CONFIDENTIAL 


i 


CONFIDENTIAL 


eg.  1st  Bn,  27th  Inf  and  4th  Bn,  9th  Inf  indicated  that  48  hours  was 
too  short  notice  to  notify  all  of  their  personnel.  The  Division  Signal 
Officer  modified  his  procedure#  to  give  between  60  and  72  hours  notice 
on  major  SOI/SSI  changes. 

(f)  As  the  2nd  Brigade  became  established  in  AO  Chop,  the  Mobile 
MARS  station  was  sent  out  to  serve  the  2nd  Brigade  and  OPCGH  Battalions. 

It  visited  the  FSB#  to  preclude  personnel  having  to  go  to  one  main  location. 

(g)  Nestor  secure  voice  equipment  was  at  its  highest  usage  le¬ 
vel  in  the  Division*  All  Brigades  were  secure,  and  Battalions  had  secure 
operations  in  all  semi-fixed  positions.  All  Division  nets  were  secure,  in¬ 
cluding  C&C  ships,  which  allowed  the  Command  Croup  to  attain  fast  secure 
transmissions  from  any  place  in  the  AO, 

(h)  The  3rd  Brigade  set  up  a  forward  TOC  at  Go  Bau  Ha  which  was 
supported  with  an  AN/GRC-163  four  channel  FM  radio  set.  This  provided  the 
support  needed  for  a  mobile  headquarters  and  allowed  them  to  maintain  com¬ 
munications  with  rear  elements  at  any  position  in  the  AO. 

(i)  During  the  months  of  February,  March  and  April  three  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Division  Signal  Office  conducted  the  communications,  electron¬ 
ics  and  cryptographic  portions  of  the  Division  Pre-AGI, 

(j)  During  the  last  two  months  of  the  quarter,  the  Division 
encountered  approximately  14  SOI  compromises.  Two  new  SSI  items  were 
issued  to  preclude  the  recurrence  of  this  problem,  W01  Duncan  from  CLSS 
and  CPT  Klockow,  Division  Radio  Officer,  gave  classes  in  SOI  and  crypto 
security  to  the  Brigades  and  DIVARTT  Signal  Officers  and  crypto  clerks, 

E.  (C)  Logistics} 

(1 )  The  25th  Infantry  Division  Support  Command  continued  to 
provide  Division-level  combat  support  to  all  Divisional  and  several  non- 
Di visional  units  in  the  area  of  operations.  Because  of  the  reduction  of 
troop  strength  in  Vietnam  as  part  of  the  Vietnamization  program,  many 
changes  were  made  in  the  disposition  of  troop  units  \rLthin  the  Division’s 
expanding  Tactical  Area  of  Interest  (IA0I).  This  necessitated  adjust¬ 
ments  in  DISCCH’s  support  operations  and  the  location  of  supporting  units 
and  facilities.  To  support  an  Increase  of  Division  units  in  the  Michelin 
Plantation  Area,  forward  supply  and  maintenance  elements  were  established 
at  Dau  Tieng  Base  Camp.  By  direction,  CL  I,  III,  Ilia,  and  VI  (to  include 
sundry  packs)  support  was  provided  to  all  U.S.  units  located  in  the  Dau 
Tieng  area.  The  Saigon  Support  Command  continued  to  thruput  CL  V  and, 
occasionally,  CL  Ilia.  In  addition,  the  Saigon  Support  Command  trans¬ 
ported  two  CL  I  reefers  to  Cu  Chi  Base  Camp  for  further  movement  to  Dau 
Tieng  by  Division  5- ton  tractors. 

(2)  During  April  the  Division  was  tasked  to  temporarily  backup 
CL  III,  Ilia,  V  and  medical  evacuation  support  to  ARVN  forces  operating  in 
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the  western  portion  of  the  Division's  TAOI.  Two  aircraft  refuel  points  and 
one  dustoff  control  point  were  established. 

(3)  As  part  of  a  reduction  in  support  provided  to  the  Division  ty 
tiie  Saigon  Support  Command,  operation  of  the  Cu  Chi  Base  Camp  ASP  was  as¬ 
sumed  by  DISCCM  effective  15  March.  All  artillery  units  operating  in  the 
Cu  Chi  area  were  required  to  transport  on  organic  vehicles  all  GJ*  V  (art¬ 
illery)  requirements  directly  from  the  Long  Bint  ASP.  Other  types  of  am¬ 
munition  (small  arms,  grenades,  etc.)  were  transported  from  the  Long  Binh 
ASP  to  the-  Cu  Chi  Base  Camp  ASP  on  Division  vehicles  for  issue  to  using 
units.  To  provide  the  Division  a  capability  to  offset  the  loss  of  support 
from  the  Saigon  Support  Command,  Headquarters, USARV  authorized  the  Division 
to  draw  six  5  ton  tractors,  five  12  ton  S&P  trailers,  three  5,000  gallon 
tankers  and  three  fork  lifts. 

(4)  During  this  period,  salvage  operations  were  improved  and  ex¬ 
panded.  Procedures  were  revised  and  a  directive  on  property  turn-in  pro¬ 
cedures  was  prepared  as  a  Division  Regulation, 

(5)  Following  are  significant  projects,  accomplished  by  the  office 
of  the  Installation  Coordinator,  Cu  Chi  Base  CampJ 

(6)  A.  new  on-poet  sanitary  fill  was  established  and  operated  by 
the  Pacific  Architects  and  Engineers  (PA&E).  Previously,  the  sanitary  fill 
was  located  off-post  and  caused  numerous  problems. 

(b)  A  conservation  program  was  initiated  to  conserve  electric 

power, 

(6)  Because  of  increased  requirements,  the  number  of  GH-47  air¬ 
craft  available  for  Division  support  was  sharply  reduced.  To  offset  this 
air  transport  loss,  an  increased  use  of  road  transportation  was  required  of 
all  units.  During  the  quarter,  a  98. 55^  utilization  of  C&-47  aircraft  assets 
allocated  to  the  Division  was  achieved. 

(?)  The  341st  Aviation  Detachment  (Divisional),  T65th  Aviation 
Ciroup,  USARV,  was  detached  from  the  25th  S&T  Battalion  and  attached  to  Head¬ 
quarters  and  Headquarters  Company  and  Band,  25th  Infantry  Division  Support 
Command  by  General  Order  3585,  25th  Infantry  Division. 

(8)  25th  Medical  Battalions 

(a)  The  25th  Medical  Battalion  supported  both  Division  and  non- 
Divisional  units  with  Medical  servi.ee  and  supplies-. 

1  Medical  Totals t 
Pati ents  Seen: 
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£  Disease  -  3,094 

jfc  Non-battle  Injuries  -  641 

£  IRHA  -  123  (NOTE:  Seriously  wounded  patients  were  dusted  off 
directly  to  the  T2th  Evacuation  or  45th  Surgical  Hospitals.) 

g  Supply  and  Services t 

&  Line  items  issued  -  1,989 
£  MEDCAP  line  items  issued  -  1 52 
£.  Bulk  pharmacy  items  issued  -  3 

(b)  The  40th  Medical  Detachment  (KJ),  attached  to  the  25th  Medical 
Battalion,  provided  dental  treatment  for  the  Division. 

,1  Total  treatments  -  8,973 
g  Civic  actions  -  875 

(c)  The  t59th  Medical  Detachment  (HA),  attached  to  the  25th  Med¬ 
ical  Battalion,  provided  evacuation  to  Divisional  and  non-Divisional  units. 

1  Total  Patients  -  1,,097 
g  Total  Missions  -  538 

2  Flying  Time  —  445  hours 

h  Aircraft  Availability  -  74$ 

2  Aircraft  KLyable  -  66  2/3  % 

(9)  25th  Supply  and  Transport  Battalion* 

(a)  During  thee  month  of  March,  due  to  the  tactical  situation,  the 
perimeter  of  the  Dau  Tieng  Base  Camp  was  drawn  in.  This  necessitated  the 
relocation  of  the  entire  Class;  I  operation. 

(b)  On  T2  February  1970  at  2100  hours.  Company  A  was  notified  of 
a  requirement  to  set  up  a  temporary  four  point  JP-4  refuel  operation  at 
Thien  Ngon. 

F.  (C)  Communications i 

(1)  During  the  reporting  period,  the  125th  Signal  Hattalion.  con¬ 
tinued  to  provide  the  25th  Infantry  Division  with  VHF  multichannel  radio 
communication,  FM  clear  and  secure  radio,  radio  tele-type,  communications 
center  and  message  service,  photographic  support  and  tactical  telephone 
communications . 

(2)  Significant  events* 

(a)  During  the  reporting  period,  the'  Battalion  has  continued  to 
provide  personnel  at  the  fire  support  bases  with  MARS  support,  using  the 
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multichannel  VHF  systems,  and  a  portable  MARS  facility. 

(b)  A  complete  signal  center  platoon  was  deployed  to  Bearcat  in 
support  of  the  2nd  Brigade  during  the  month  of  March. 

(c)  During  the  reporting  period  the  Division  Photo  Lab  processed 
6113  work  orders,  producing  15,975  prints  and  116  slides. 

(d)  The  Division  MARS  Station  processed  the  following  traffic 
between  1  February  and  30  April  1970s 

1  Total  number  of  requests  -  10,173 

2  Total  number  of  requests  passed  -  8,669 

2  Total  number  of  calls  completed  -  6,090 

(e)  The  multichannel  systems  were  changed  as  follows s 

1  On  2  February  an  area  signal  center  was  installed  at  Dau  Tieng 
to  support  the  2nd  Brigade.  Multichannel  systems  were  installed  from  this 
signal  center  to  Cu  Chi,  Tay  Ninh,  and  Fire  Support  Base  Wood.  The  Dau 
Tieng  radio  relay  system  between  Cu  Chi  and  Tay  Ninh  was  relocated  to  that 
signal  center. 

g  On  TO  February  1970  FSB  Kien  was  opened  and  a  12  channel  sys¬ 
tem  was  established  between  Dau  Tieng  and  FSB  Kien. 

2  The  system  to  FSB  Pershing  was  discontinued'  on  TO  February 
1970  and  ther  personnel  and  equipment  returned  to  Cu  Chi* 

Js  On  'V3  February  1970  the  system  between  the*  1st  Infantry  Div¬ 
ision,  located'  at  Lai  Khe,  and  Cu  Chi  was  discontinued* 

2  The  system  to  FSB  Hunter  was  discontinued  on  T4  February  1970 
and  the  personnel  and  equipment  returned  to  Company  B  at  Tay  Ninh*. 

J2  An  AN/NRC-4  was  installed  at  Go  Dau  Ha  on  20  February  1970 
for  reT«v  between  Cu  Chi  and  Tay  Ninh,  The  system  is  used  for  the  training 
of  enlisted  men  in  the  M0S  3TM* 

2  The  system  to  FSB  Washington  was  discontinued  and  the  person¬ 
nel  and  equipment  returned  to  Company  B  at  Tay  Ninh.  The  systems  to  Bao 
Trai  and  FSB" Dixon  were  discontinued  and  the-  personnel  and  equipment  re¬ 
turned  to  Cu  Chi.  On  21  February  the  FSB  Wood  IU  System  was  rsterminated 
at  Cu  Chi. 

2  On  23  February  1970  the*  system  between  FSB'  Kien  and  Dau  Tieng 
was  reterminated  to  Tay  Ninh  due  to  relocation  of  2nd  Brigade  personnel. 

2  On  24  February  1970  the  system  between  Daw  Tieng  and  Cu  Chi 
was  discontinued  due  to  relocation  of  personnel  of  the  2nd  Brigade.  This 
service  was  reestablished  using  a  relay  at  Long  Binh  via  53rd’  Signal  Bat¬ 
talion  systems. 

JO,  The  56th  Signal  Company  Joined  with  the  T25th  Signal  Battalion 
to  establish  a  system  between  Ben  Luc  and  FSB  Chamberlain  from  25  February 
1970  to  26  April  1970. 

JQl  On  25  February  communications  for  A0  CHOP  were  installed,  with 
multichannel  systems'  installed  from  Bearcat  to  FSB-  Colorado,  FSB  Le  Loi,  and 
Nui  Dat. 
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12  On  2  March  the  system  to  FSB  Buell  was  discontinued  and  the 
personnel  and  equipment  returned’  to  Tay  Ninh, 

T3  During  the  period  4  April  to  22  April  a  four  channel  system 
using  m/gRC-T63  was  installed  between  Cu  Chi  and  Go  Dnu  Ha  in  support  of 
the  3rd  Brigade  forward, 

G.  (C)  Materiel? 

(l)  The  725th  Maintenance  Battalion  continued’  to  provide  direct 
support  maintenance  and  repair  parts  and  supply  to  the  25th  Infantry  Div¬ 
ision.  A  new  low  in  equipment  backlog  of  112  pieces  was  reached  on  23 
February  1970.  Aircraft  availability  during  this  period  averaged  87. 2$. 


FEB 

MAR 

APR 

WHEEL 

195 

245 

199 

TANKS  &  TRACK 

115 

136 

175 

SMALL  ARMS 

1302 

926 

1001 

ARTILLERY 

44 

70 

82 

CONSTRUCTION  EQUIP. 

37 

24 

24 

GENERATORS 

80 

112 

110 

CCMMEL 

1735 

2402 

21 8T 

OFFICE  MACHINE 

119 

78 

155 

AIRCRAFT 

233 

370 

312 

REFRIGERATION  EQUIP. 

2 

16 

19 

OTHER 

97 

102 

95 

TOTALS 

3959 

4483 

4353 

(2)  Significant  relocation  of  Divisional  units-  within  the  TAOI 
necessitated  the  use  of  heavy  contact  teams  in  widely  scattered  locations. 
The  725th  Maintenance  Battalion  supported  Divisional  maneuver  Battalions 
(l  Armor,  3  Mech  Inf)  and  supporting  units  from  as  many  as  six  separate 
locations  simultaneously.  The  addition  of  another  Mechanized  Infantry 
Battalion  and  supporting  units  for  maintenance  required  personnel  and 
equipment  not  available  from  Maintenance  Battalion  resources.  An  augmen¬ 
tation  of  22  personnel,  a  5  ton  wrecker  and  selected  special  tools  was 
requested. 

(3)  Significant  MOS  and  skill  shortages  continued'  to  plague  the 
Battalion.  In  addition,  the  majority  of  automotive  repairmen  authorized 
possessed  organizational  repair  MOS  63B  and  63C.  An  MTOE  change  was  sub¬ 
mitted  to  redesignate  75 %  of  these  MOSs-  to  63H  to  reflect  the  direct  sup¬ 
port  maintenance  work  performed®  Shortages'  of  MOS  67W20,  rotary  wing 
technical  inspector,  have  necessitated  "on  the-  job"  training  of  personnel 
to  fill  existing  vacancies* 

(4)  To  provide  effective  repair  parts  supply  support  to  the  Div¬ 
ision’s  widely  scattered  units,  a  100$  location  survey  and  inventory  was 
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conducted.  In  addition,  $61,523  in  excesseB  were  identified  and  retro¬ 
graded  in  a  continuing  effort  to  purge  the  system.  County  stores  were  est¬ 
ablished  in  each  company  technical  supply,  including  aircraft,  to  provide 
low  cost,  fast  moving  repair  parts-  with  a  minimum  of  administrative  work¬ 
load. 

If,  (C)  Revolutionary  Development/Pacification* 

(l‘)  Within  the  Division  TAOI,  the  Village  Self-Development  pro¬ 
gram  is  continuing  to  gain  momentum.  Nearly  all  of  the  villager  with 
elected  officials  made  use-  of  their  self-development  funds  and'  the  objective 
of  the  program,  namely  involving  the  people  in  the  villages  in  their  own 
improvement,  is  being  attained, 

(21)  The  Hamlet  Evaluation  System  (HES-70)  ratings  as  of  31  March 
show  the  following  changes  in  HES  Security, /Dovelopment  Ratings  during  March 
1970* 


A 

5 

c 

D 

E 

V 

Tay  Ninh 

•2 

+24 

-21 

-1 

mm 

Hau  Nghia 

+1 

+9 

+5 

-15 

mm 

M 

long  An 

» 

+43 
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—14 

+1 

-8 

Tri  Tam 

e» 

»i 

+1 

- 

- 

TAOI 

•T 
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-40 

-29 

+1 

«-8 

(3)  Actual  HES  Security/Deveiopment  Ratings  as  of  3T  March  1970 

were* 


A 

c 

NO 

D 

E 

V 

TOTAL 

Tay  Ninh 

0 
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8 

1 

0 

0 

1T9 

Hau  Nghia- 

T 

41 

60 

33 
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0 
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1 

224 

98 

52 

2 

7 
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Tri  Tam 

0 

4 

1 

5 

0 

0 

10 

Fhuoc  T^y 

0 

29 

T5 

4 

0 

0 

48 

TAOI 

2 
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T82 

95 

2 

7 

(fj6 
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(4)  Percent  of  population  in  AB  and  ABC  status  and  changes  from 

Februaryi 


Tay  Ninh  Province 
Han  Nghia  Province 
Long  Ah  Province 
Tri  Tam  District 
Phuoc  Tujr  Province* 


AH’ 

93.4 *  (+19.1) 
40.0*  (+8.5) 
74.3$  (+9.4) 
69.9*  (+29.5) 
67.6*  (-2.3) 


ABC 

98,6* 

(-0.1) 

76.0* 

(+5.6) 

91.9* 

(+4.9) 

70,0* 

89.5* 

(-2.4) 

*(Long  Le,  Due  Thanh  Districts  only) 
I.  (C)  Civic  Actions 


(1)  MEDCAPS,  ICAPS  and  NITECAPS  have  continued  during  the  report¬ 
ing  period  with  178,234  patients  being  treated  in  4,866  operations.  This 
represents  an  82.8%  increase  over  the  previous  quarter  in  which  there  were 
2,893  operations  treating  97,480  patients.  GVN  participation  in  this  area 
continues  to  be  encouraged. 


(2)  During  this  reporting  period,  the  65th  Engineer  Battalion' 
repaired  a  total  of  71  kilometers  of  secondary  roads'  as'  its  primary  con¬ 
tribution  to  the  civic  action  program.  These  roads-  are  useful  to  both 
civilian  and  military  traffic, 

J,  (C)  Psychological  Operations  (PSIQPS), 

(t)  PSYOP  activities  were  in  support  of  operations  conducted  in 
Tay  Ninh,  Hau  Nghia?,  and  Long  An  Provinces, 

(2)  A  total  of  over  48,5  million  leaflets  were  disseminated  in 
the  Division  TAOI,  This  is  a  decrease  of  approximately  6  million  leaflets 
from  the  last  reporting  period. 

(3)  During  the  reporting  period,  4»087  hours  of  air  and  ground 
loudspeaker  broadcasts  were  conducted.  This  was  a  slight  decrease  from  the 
previous  period. 

(4)  During  the  period,  25  AN/P1Q»5  hand  held  loudspeakers  were 
distributed  to  maneuver  Battalions  within  the  Division:  Five  AN/UiH’-6 
(500  watt)  loudspeaker  sets  were  distributed  to  the  maneuver  Brigades, 

(5)  During  the  reporting  period,  a  total  of  760  Hoi  Chanh  rallied 
to  the  GVN  in  the  25th  Infantry  Division’s  TAOI,  which  is  a  decrease  of  420 
from  the  previous  reporting  period. 
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2.  (C)  Lessons  Learned:  Commander* s  Observations,  Evaluations  and 

Recommendations . 

a.  (U)  Personnel,  None, 

b.  (C)  Intelligence: 

(1)  Source/Liaison  Target  Exploitation  Operations. 

(a)  Observation:  Complete  cooperation  between  25th  MIC  personnel 
and  the  ground  units  who  support  them  in  exploiting  intelligence  targets 
is  essential  to  a  successful  operation.  In  a  recent  operation  targeted 
against  village-level  cadre,  the  ground  Commander  agreed  to  provide  aerial 
surveillance  while  25th  MIC  personnel,  and  indigenous  source,  and  ground 
troops  swept  the  targeted  area.  The  targeted  individuals  avoided  de¬ 
tection,  however,  and  escaped  from  the  advancing  troops.  An  after-action 
critique  revealed  that  the  promised  air  cover  had  been  diverted  prior 

to  the  operation.  Effective  coordination  would  have  permitted  a  change 
in  plans,  the  method  of  the  attack  and  perhaps  a  successful  mission* 

(b)  Evaluation:  Recently,  an  intelligence  target  was  hit  by  ar¬ 
tillery  fire  and  tactical  air  strikes  prior  to, the  positioning  of  the 
ground  troops  and  25th  MIC  personnel  who  were  to  sweep  the  target  area. 

The  preparatory  fires  warned  the  targeted  individuals  and  obliterated 
essential  land  marks. 

(c)  Recommendation:  Coordination  should  be  established  between 

25th  MIC  personnel  and  supporting  forces  on  operations  designed  to  exploit 
intelligence  targets* 

(2)  Obtaining  information  about  the  enemy  from  civilians. 

(a)  Observation:  The  civilian  populace  of  Vietnam  normally  has 
current  information  of  enemy  movement  and  operations. 

(b)  Evaluation:  Intelligence  from  these  civilians  is  normally 
reliable.  However,  it  is  difficult  to  get  the  average  Vietnamese  to 
communicate  with  U.S.  personnel  on  these  matters. 

(c)  Recommendation:  Kit  Carson  scouts  can  be  very  effective  in 
obtaining  current  intelligence  from  the  civilian  populace.  When  units  are- 
operating  in  areas  of  civilian  occupation,  their  Kit  Carsons  can  easily 
slip  in  among  the  populace,  undetected,  and  return  with  valuable  information 
that  will  enhance  the  success  of  current  operations.  Leaflets  can  also 

be  distributed  with  a  map  of  the  area  and  a  message  asking  the  civilians 
to  pin-point  enemy  locations  and  turn  the  map  in  to  any  GI  or  Allied 
installation. 
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c.  (C)  Operations. 

(1)  Bnployment  of  Light  Scout  or  Hunter-Killer  Teams. 

(a)  Observationt  The  employment  of  one  LOH  and  one  Cobra  as  a  team 
during  late  evening  and  early  morning  hours  has  proven  successful  in  lo¬ 
cating  small  8nemy  groups  when  VG/NVA  tactics  are  primarily  to  avoid  con¬ 
tact  with  US/GVN  forces. 

(b)  Evaluation!  The  Cobra/LOH  team  has  been  effective  when  con¬ 
ducting  scouting  missions  to  locate  small,  groups  of  VC/NVA  forces.  These 
small  groups  are  dispersed  to  avoid  contact  with  friendly  forces.  They 
live  underground  in  tunnels  and  bunkers  during  daylight  hours  but  come 
out  in  the  late  evening  to  carry  out  routine  duties.  They  remain  above 
ground  cooking,  resupplying  and  preparing  positions  until  early  morning. 

The  LSI  has  proven  effective  in  locating  and  engaging  these  small  groups 
during  last  light  and  first  light. 

(c)  Recommendation!  Continued  use  should  be  made  of  LSTs  during 
early  morning  and  late  evening  hours, 

(2)  Night  Airborne  Personnel  Detector  Operations. 

(a)  Observation!  The  recent  innovation  of  night  "Sniff"  opera¬ 
tions  has  presented  several  problems  unique  to  this  operation.  The  pri¬ 
mary  problem  is  the  determination  of  what  constitutes  adequate  ambient 
light  to  facilitate  night  low  level  operations  with  a  reasonable  degree  of 
safety  for  the  aircraft  and  crew  involved, 

(b)  Evaluation!  Under  optimum  moon  light  conditions  the  lowest  one 
may  safely  descend  to  conduct  low  level  operations  is  50-100  feet  AGL, 
depending  upon  the  height  of  the  local  vegetation.  Given  the  appropriate 
meteorological  conditions  the  airborne  personnel  detector  (Sniff  Machine) 
can  be  effective  only  up  to  100  feet  above  ground  level,  ire,  a  lapse  con¬ 
dition  or  one  in  which  the  thermal  convection  of  local  air  currents  is 
present.  This  is  normally  a  daytime  or  early  evening  condition.  The 
neutral  condition  which  exists  during  the  houra  of  darkness  is  charac¬ 
terized  by  a  lack  of  convective  air  currents  upward  due  to  a  lack  of 
sunlight  and  heat;  henco,  in  order  to  be  effective  the  operating  envelope 
for  the  machine  is  significantly  reduced,  essentially  to  below  50  feet 
AGL.  In  a  situation  in  which  an  aviator  must  operate  at  a  flight  level 
below  100  feet  AGL  and  his  visual  acuity  is  reduced  by  darkness,  an  already 
hazardous  condition  is  greatly  magnified  by  two  resultant  phenomena. 

Horizon  is  lost  as  is  the  necessary  visual  contrast  by  which  one  may  de¬ 
tect  and  avoid  obstacles  in  the  path  of  flight;  thus,  the  time  in  which 

an  obstacle  may  be  visually  acquired  and  avoided  is  greatly  reduced, 
and  the  hazard  of  collision  is  greatly  enhanced.  In  addition,  the  sur¬ 
vivability  of  an  in-flight  emergency,  given  the  altitude,  airspeed  and 
visual  conditions  described,  would  be  doubtful  at  best. 
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(c)  Recommendations*  The  Night  Sniff  operations  should,  if  continued, 
be  conducted  shortly  prior  to  SENT  and  between  BMNT  and  dawn.  The  atmos¬ 
pheric  conditions  during  these  periods  would  be  one  of  lapse  and  inversion 
respectively,  and  would  be  more  conducive  to  effective  operation  of  the 
sniff  machine.  The  visual  conditions  during  these  periods  would  be  subdued, 
but  should  still  bo  adequate  for  positive  terrain  and  obstacle  avoidance 
during  low  level  operations.  Resources  should  be  made  available  to  immed¬ 
iately  react  to  Alpha  and  Bravo  readings.  The  Night  Hawk  cover-  aircraft 
currently  in  use  has  no  capability  for  detailed  reconnaissance/search 
operations  in  areas  where  positive  readings  are  received.  Opportunity 
for  a  thorough  daylight  reconnaissance  should  be  given  to  the  crew  in 
the  operational  area  to  be  covered. 

(3)  Difficulties  encountered  with  crew  procedures  of  downed  aircraft. 

(a)  Observations  No  aircrew  member  is  without  thoughts  and  plans  of 
what  he  will  do  in  the  event  of  a  forced  leading.  Bach  aviator  is  thoroughly 
versed  in  the  procedures  required  to  successfully  accomplish  a  landing  in 

an  emergency  situation.  However,  during  descent  there  is  seldom  time  to 
brief  the  crew  on  a  plan  of  action  to  be  taken  upon  touchdown  in  a  hostile 
environment. 

(b)  Evaluation*  The  best  defense  against  post-landing  loss  of  life 
and  property  is  the  crew's  ability  to  make  an  organized  evacuation,  thus 
eliminating  the  inherent  confusion.  Experience  has  shown  that  most  all  crew 
members  have  a  normal  tendency  to  carry  only  what  they  are  wearing  when 
evacuating  the  aircraft.  With  this  in  mind  and  a  little  prior  planning,  the 
crew  should  be  able  to  evacuate  the  aircraft  with  the  basic  survival  equip¬ 
ment,  ie,  individual  weapon,  pen  gun,  flares,  emergency  radio,  and  first  aid 
kit. 


(c)  Recommendation*  Satisfactory  results  are  best  accomplished  by  a 
pre-flight  briefing  by  the  AC  or  be  coVered  in  the  unit  SOP.  At  a  minimum, 
it  should  cover  the  releasing  (or  jettisoning,  as  appropriate)  of  cargo  and/ 
or  external  stores  during  descent,  immediate  security  of  weapons,  survival 
gear  and  emergency  radio  upon  touchdown,  establishment  of  an  immediate 
hasty  defense  posture,  instructions  and  aid  to  passengers  or  crew,  and  pre¬ 
parations  for  the  recovery  of  the  aircraft,  crew  and  equipment. 

(4)  Riverine  Platoon  operations. 

(a)  Observation*  The  best  method  of  conducting  Riverine  operations 
must  be  determined. 

(b)  Evaluation*  The  best  method  of  patrolling  and  selecting  aquab^h 
sites  can  be  best  determined  by  personnel  actually  engaged  in  Riverine  oper¬ 
ations.  A  minimum  of  two  boats  should  be  employed  so  as  to  provide  mutual 
support.  At  times  the  controlling  Headquarters  has  required  the  exact 
positioning  of  ambush  sites.  This  is  not  desirable  sihoe  conditions  at 
actual  sites  must  govern  final  ambush  selection, 
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(c)  Recommendations  A  minimum  of  two  boats  should  be  employed 
together .  Final  site  determination  should  be  made  by  the  aquabush  patrol 
leader. 

(5)  Detonation  0f  dud  rounds  by  tracked  vehicles, 

(a)  Observation*  At  least  one  APC  has  run  over  and  detonated  a 
dud  artillery  round. 

(b)  Evaluation*  Often  dud  artillery  rounds  tire  observed  but  not 
destroyed.  This  situation  has  resulted  in  casualties  and  material  damage. 

(c)  Recommendation*'  Unless  a  unit  is  in  contact,  it  should  be  SOP 
to  stop  and  destroy  all  dud  rounds, 

(6)  Security  of  land  clearing. 

(a)  Observation*  Security  provided  Engineer  land  clearing  teams 
has  been  marginal  to  inadequate  in  many  instances. 

(b)  Evaluation*  Dozer  operators  cannot  provide  security  for  them¬ 
selves  and  perform  their  land  clearing  mission.  In  most  cases,  security  is 
poor  because  maneuver  units  have  not  been  made  fully  aware  of  the  require¬ 
ment. 


(c)  Recommendation*  When  units  are  tasked  to  provide  security  for 
land  clearing  operations,  close  coordination  should  be  effected  among  the 
Engineer  Staff  representative,  the  maneuver  unit  S-3,  and  land  clearing 
team  QIC  to  task  and  explain  security  requirements. 

(7)  Construction  of  Fire  Support  Bases. 

(a)  Observation*  The  increased  mobility  of  general  support  units  and 
the  commensurate  assignment  to  areas  of  troop  activities,  especially  as 
complete  firing  batteries,  has  seemingly  placed  a  strain  on  operational 
support  in  the  area  of  engineering  and  construction. 

(b)  Evaluation*  To  move  a  battery-size  unit  from  one  firing  po¬ 
sition  to  another  with  the  requirement  of  taking  down  all  overhead  cover 
and  bunkers  requires  a  minimum  of  ten  days.  The  lack  of  close  coordina¬ 
tion  with  construction  engineers,  and  the  lack  of  a  definite  plan  for 
construction  creates  uncontrollable  results  (i.e,,  moving  material  three 
and  four  times,  equipment  destroyed  by  the  construction  unit,  loss  of 
equipment  through  lack  of  control  or  theft,  and  the  tearing  down  and  re¬ 
construction  of  bunkers  or  buildings  before  the  right  location  is  attained). 

(c)  Recommendation*  A  standard  blueprint  for  the  construction  of 
fire  support  bases  should  be  established  and  all  changes  and  coordination 
be  done  prior  to  actual  start  of  construction. 
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(8)  Use  of  a  bulldozer  for  airmobile  operations. 

(a)  Observation!  Artillery  batteries  on  airmobile  operations  re¬ 
quire  an  airmobile  bulldozer  in  order  to  achieve  minimum  protection 
standards  the  first  night  in  a  new  position. 

(b)  Evaluation;  With  the  personnel  normally  available  to  a  battery, 
it  is  extremely  difficult  to  complete  adequate  fortifications  by  the  first 
night  after  airmobile  insertion  into  a  new  position.  In  an  area  where 
digging  below  one  foot  will  usually  produce  water,  fortifications  must  be 
constructed  above  ground.  Unless  all  personnel  and  materiel  reach  the 
position  by  0900-1000  hours,  it  is  impossible  to  fill  a  sufficient  number 
of  sandbags  to  build  protective  facilities  for  men  and  ammunition.  A  D-4 
bulldozer,  airlifted  into  the  position  early  in  the  move  can  push  up  a  berm, 
bank  dirt  on  structural  frames  and  provide  a  convenient  fill  for  j&andbags, 

Che  CH-54  sortie  will  transport  the  bulldozer,  which  can  accomplish  in  one 
day  what  would  be  impossible  to  do  manually.  Seven  to  eight  sorties  with 
filled  sandbags  would  be  required  to  transport  the  number  of  sandbags 
necessary  for  minimum  protection  without  the  use  of  the  bulldozer. 

(c)  Recommendation:  That  units  involved  in  airmobile  operations 
consider  transporting  a  D-4  dozer  to  the  new  battery  position  for  the  first 
day  of  operation,  even  at  the  expense  of  other  items. 

(9)  Minimum  Quadrant  Elevation  chart. 

(a)  Observation:  Both  the  Eire  Direction  Center  and  the  firing 
battery  need  a  quick  reference  chart  to  determine  minimum  QB  for  an 
individual  weapon. 

(b)  Evaluation:  A  minimum  QE  chart  has  been  constructed  from  Target 
Plotting  Grid,  DA  Form  6-53,  covered  with  contact  acetate.  This  chart  is 
constructed  for  each  gun  and  placed  where  it  can  be  easily  seen..  The  FDC 
will  be  able  to  see  at  a  glance  which  guns  will  be  able  to  fire  on  a  mission 
where  minimum  QE  may  be  a  factor.  The  graduation  on  the  target  grid  is  the 
same  as  the  deflection,  if  the  gun  is  laid  on  3200,  it  can  be  divided  into 
sectors  having  different  minimum  QEs  according  to  the  deflection.  The  exact 
deflections  dividing  the  sectors  and  the  minimum  QE  are  written  on  the  chart 
in  grease  pencil,  so,  if  the  need,  arises,  the  chart  can  be  changed  or  revised. 

(c)  Recommendation:  That  units  consider  this  method  of  a  quick  refer¬ 
ence,  Minimum  QE  chart. 

(10)  A  stable  gun  pad  for  the  M102  howitzer, 

(a)  Observation r  The  Ml  02  howitzer  requires  a  stable  firing  plat¬ 
form  to  insure  consistently  accurate  fires. 


80 


CONFIDENTIAL 


CONFIDENTIAL 


(b)  Evaluation*  A  stable  gun  pad  for  the  Ml 02  howitzer  can  be  con¬ 
structed  using  one  sheet  of  PSP  cut  in  half,  a  short  length  of  chain,  3^ 
inch  angle  iron,  and  cement.  The  pad  can  also  be  moved  to  a  new  location. 
The  first  step  is  to  construct,  with  the  angle  iron,  an  eight-sided  inclos¬ 
ure  that  the  Ml 02  firing  platform  will  fit  snugly  into.  Then  14  inch  legs 
are  welded  to  each  of  the  eight  corners.  Place  the  framework  into  a  hole 
either  at  the  firing  site  or  work  site.  Place  the  Ml  51  wheel,  with  the 
chain  welded  ±o_  it,  on  the  ground  in  the  center  of  the  framework,  keeping 
the  chain  vertical  by  a  cross  bar  through  the  kinks  and  resting  on  the 
upper  framework.  Pour  a  layer  of  cement  that  comes  up  to  the  top  of  the 
wheel.  Place  a  piece  of  the  PSP  length-wise  across  the  wheel  with  the 
chain  passing  through  it.  Cover  the  J?SP  with  cement  and  then  put  the 
second  piece  crosswise  over  the  first  sheet.  Continue  pouring  the  cement 
until  the  level  inside  the  framework  is  high  enough  so  the  firing  platform 
sits  flush  with  the  topi  of  the  framework.  After  the  cement  has  hardened 
for  24  hours,  scoop  our  a  hole  in  the  center  that  the  chain  will  fit  into. 
Let  it  harden  for  10  days,  To  insure  the  platform  remaining  in  place,  three 
latches  are  built  into  the  framework.  They  consist  of  a  bolted  piece  of 
metal  that  will  swing  out  over  the  top  of  the  platform  and  can  be  tightened 
into  place.  The  chain  is  used  to  move  the  platform  from  one  location  to 
another, 

(c)  Recommendation*  That  Ml 02  firing  units  consider  this  gun  pad 
in  conjunction  with  their  own  operational  requirements. 

(11)  Clearance  of  an  area  around  an  ambush  patrol. 

(a)  Observations  Normally,  it  is  not  necessary  to  clear  specific 
defensive  targets  around  an  ambush  patrol. 

(b)  Evaluations  The  clearing  of  several  defensive  targets  around 
each  ambush  patrol  in  the  TA0I  is  excessively  time  consuming.  After 
considering  the  nature  and  function  of  defensive  targets,  it  was  deter¬ 
mined  that  by  clearing  the  grid  of  the  ambush  patrol  itself,  the  circle  of 
1000  meters  radius  would  obviate  the  need  for  further  clearance.  Sjjace 
defensive  targets  usually  are  plotted  within  1000  meters  of  the  ambush 
patrol  and  fire  is  adjusted  in  toward  the  ambush  site,  the  1000  meter  cir¬ 
cle  appeared  to  be  sufficient.  In  practice  this  proved  to  be  the  case. 
Illumination  cannister  malfunction  grids  which  fall  beyond  the  cleared 
area  may  be  cleared  on  an  as-needed  basis  in  two  to  three  minutes.  This 
technique  has  reduced  the  volume  of  clearances  by  20-25  percent  and  up¬ 
graded  the  entire  clearance  process. 

(c)  Recommendations  That  units  exercising  a  clearance  of  fires 
responsibility  consider  this  technique  as  the  standard  procedure  around 
ambush  sites  or  other  small  installations. 

(12)  Identifying  positions  in  triple  canopy  jungle. 
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(a)  Observations  It  is  very  difficult  for  aircraft  to  identify 
friendly  positions  in  triple  canopy  jungle. 

(b)  Evaluation:  Some  method  is  needed  to  quickly  identify  ground 
units,  and  to  keep  their  positions  marked, 

(c)  Recommendation:  Wnen  operating  in  triple  canopy  jungle,  ground 
units  should  carry  extra  40ram  smoke.  The  40mm  smoke  can  be  fired  into 
the  top  of  the  jungle  for  quick  identification,  and  normal  smoke  grena¬ 
des  can  be  used  to  keep  friendly  units’  locations  marked  for  aircraft. 

(13)  Conducting  bomb  damage  assessments. 

(a)  Observation:  It  is  very  difficult  for  the  ground  Commander 

to  determine  his  exact  location  when  conducting  a  BM,  due  to  the  drastic 
changes  in  the  terrain  and  vegetation. 

(b)  Evaluation:  The  ground  Commander  should  be  notified  of  his 
current  location  whenever  he  becomes  disoriented. 

(c)  Recommendation:.  A  Light  Observation  Helicopter  or  Command  and 
Control  Helicopter  should  be  provided  for  units  conducting  BDAs  so  that 
the  location  of  the  ground  unit  will  be  known  at  all  times, 

(14)  Use  of  radar  in  conjunction  with  night  operations. 

(a)  Observation:  Friendly  units  on  night  operations  often  set  up 
in  areas  not  covered  by  .'sensing  devices  such  as  radar  and  duffel  bags. 

(b)  Evaluation:  Advance  warning  of  enemy  movements  in  the  area  of 
friendly  units  at  night  is  important  for  security  as  well  as  eliminating 
the  enemy. 

(c)  Recommendation:  When  friendly  units  are  operating  in  areas  not 
sufficiently  covered  by  early  warning  devices,  they  should  carry  a  radar 
set  with  them.  A  PPS-4  is  recommended  for  this  as  it  is  easier  to  carry 
and  gives  sufficient  advance  warning.  It  also  serves  to  plot  the  unit’s 
position  correctly,  eliminating  any  chanco  of  any  patrol  becoming  udaoritnted.. 

(15)  Night  insertions. 

(a)  Observations  Friendly  installations  are  constantly  subject  to 
indirect  fire  attacks,  and  ere  especially  vulnerable  at  night. 

(b)  Evaluation:  Enemy  launch  sites  are  seldom  within  small  arms 
range  of  friendly  night  positions,  therefore  troops  must  be  inserted  close 
to  the  enemy’s  position  in  order  to  fix  and  destroy  him.  Such  operations, 
of  course,  must  be  meticulously  planned  and  rehearsed. 

(e)  Recommendation:  Once  the  enemy’s  location  has  been  confirmed, 
frieixlly  elements  cen  be  inserted  by  air,  and  eliminate  the  enemy  threat. 
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(1 6)  Mobile  ambushes . 

(a)  Observation:  The  enemy  often  observes  friendly  elements  moving 
into  night  locations. 

(b)  Evaluations  Since  the  enemy  knows  the  location  of  friendly  am¬ 
bushes,  he  will  avoid  these  areas  during  his:  movement  c.t  night-, 

(c)  Recommendations  If  no  movement  is  observed,  friendly  elements 
should  change  their  night  locations  from  time  to  time  in  an  attempt  to 
intercept  the  enemy's  movement.  Great  care  in  exact  reporting  and 
coordination  with  other  friendly  units,  however,  is  required. 

(17)  Use  of  vehicles  on  ambushe3, 

(a)  Observations  Heavy  fire  power  and  shock  action  are  very  effective 
in  contacts  with  enemy  units, 

(b)  Evaluation:  The  more  organic  firepower  and  he^vy  equipment  a 
unit  can  bring  to  bear  on  the  enemy,  the  more  successful  the  operation 
will  be. 

(c)  Recommendations  Special  units,  such  as  Recon  Platoons,  should 
make  maximum  use  of  their  gun  jeeps  and  other  vehicles,  as  this  gives 
them  more  firepower,  and  a  quick  reaction  capability  that  the  regular 
foot  Soldier  does  not  have.  This  can  be  most  effective  at  night  when 
reacting  to  other  friendly  contacts  or  springing  ambushes  of  their  own. 

(18)  Snail  ambush  patrolling  techniques, 

(a)  Observation:  Small  ambush  patrols  (eight  to  ten  men)  can  be  more 
effectively  employed  when  they  are  extended  to  cover  more  locations, 

(b)  lraluation*.  Snail  ambush  patrols  inserted  by  drop-off  from  a 
mounted  reconnaissance  unit  and  ordered  to  execute  night  movement  to  occupy 
two  or  three  ambush  positions  increases  the  effectiveness  of  the  patrols 
and  extends  night  influence  and  interdiction  of  enemy  movement  over  a 
larger  area.  Enemy  peak  movement  times  can  be  targeted  without  having 

to  constantly  insert  and  extract  patrols  during  daylight  hours.  Patrols 
can  continue  to  operate  in  an  area  for  three  days  continuously  prior  to 
extraction, 

(c)  Recommendation:  Change  the  routine  pattern  of  inserting  ambushes 
at  night  into  one  position  and  then  have  them  return  to  the  base  the  fol¬ 
lowing  morning.  Insert  ambushes  early  in  the  day  and  have  them  remain 

for  more  than  one  day,  moving  at  night  and  conducting  reconnaissance  for 
new  night  positions  during  the  day. 

(19)  Roving  ambush  patrols. 

(a)  Observation:  With  roving  ambush  patrols,  the  claymore  is  not  the 
primary  kill  ’weapon. 
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(b)  Evaluation:  Roving  ambush  patrols  must  select  and  utilize  weapons 
differently  than  those  patrols  which  occupy  only  one  position.  With  moving 
patrols j  the  primary  kill  weapon  will  not  be  the  claymore.  Positions  must 
be  set  up  so  that  M-60  machine  guns  and  M-16  riflemen  can  engage  and  kill 
with  a  limited  number  of  claymores. 

(c)  Recommendations  There  cannot  be  an  over-dependence  on  the  clay¬ 
more  in  roving  patrols  occupying  several  positions  during  the  night.  The 
importance  of  proper  use  of  machine  guns,  small  arras  and  hand  grenades  must 
be  reemphasized. 

(20)  Defense  of  Fire  Support  Bases  and  night  defensive  positions. 

(a)  Observations  Good  defensive  planning  can  minimize  the  enemy 
threat  to  defensive  positions. 

(b)  Evaluations  The  relocation  of  base  areas  can  be  directly  related 
to  the  enemy  threat  if  the  threat  can  be  properly  evaluated.  Against  main 
force  NVA  regiment  elements,  company  base  areas  should  be  relocated  daily. 
Fire  Support  Bases  should  be  relocated  every  three  to  five  days. 

(c)  Recommendations  Continuous  movement  is  the  best  passive  defense 
against  attack  by  either  mortar,  ground,  stand-off  rocket  attack  or  a  com¬ 
bination  of  all  three.  The  best  active  defense  against  attack  is  a  well 
planned  and  executed  defense  plan  to  include  saturation  trip  flare3,  mech¬ 
anical  ambushes,  night  vision  devices,  M-79  fires  from  the  perimeter,  il¬ 
lumination  plan,  direct  fire  artillery,  and  extensive  reconnaissance  by 
fire.  All  weapons  must  be  planned  and  coordinated, 

(21)  Ammunition  placement  at  forward  areas. 

(a)  Observation*  The  enemy  is  particularly  adept  at  targeted 
ammunition  storage  areas  either  by  indirect  attack  or  by  sapper  uuil- 
tration. 

(b)  Evaluation*  All  artillery  ammunition  must  be  buried  in  bunkered 
positions  with  overhead  cover  and  distributed  or  separated  around  the  area 
to  avoid  heavy  damage  if  the  storage  area  is  hit. 

(c)  Recommendation*  All  ammunition  for  artillery  and  mortars  should 
be  buried  and  divided  into  storage  areas  around  the  fire  base. 

d.  (C)  Organization. 

(l)  MOS  redesignation. 

(a)  Observation*  The  majority  of  the  automotive  repairmen  authorized 
in  the  Division  maintenanc©  battalion  possess  organizational  repair  MOS  63B 
and  63C. 
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(b)  Evaluations  Organisational  repairman  possessing  the  KOS  63B 
and  630  do  not  have  the  technical  skills  naoessary  to  perform  the  direct- 
support  maintenance  required  by  the  mission  of  their  battalion. 

(c)  Recommendations  That  the  TQB  of  the  infantry  division  maintenance 
battalion  be  reviewed  in  order  to  insure  that  the  skill  level  of  the  repair¬ 
men  authorised  is  sufficient  to  perform  the  battalion’s  direct  support 
mission. 

(2)  TOB  review. 

(a)  Observations  When  operating  in  an  extended  TAOI,  the  heavy  duty 
transport  equipment  authorised  for  the  Division  supply  and  transport  bat¬ 
talion  is  inadequate  to  move  supplies. 

(b)  Evaluations  Heavy  duty  transport  equipment  authorised  for  the 
infantry  division  supply  and  transport  battalion  under  the  ROAD  concept 
is  inadequate  when  operating  in  an  extended  TAOI  as  was  done  by  the  Di¬ 
vision  during  this  reporting  period.  When  the  Division  was  required  to 
assume  responsibility  for  hauling  much  of  its  own  supplies  from  Dong  Binh 
Depot  to  FSB  and  to  fire  support  bases,  additional  vehicles  were  required. 

(c)  Recommendations;  That  the  TQB  of  the  infantry  division  supply 
and  transport  battalion  be  reviewed  in  light  of  experience  gained  in 
Vietnam. 

(3)  Organization  of  a  Riverine  platoon. 

(a)  Observations  A  type  of  organization  has  evolved  from  Riverine 
operations. 

(b)  Evaluations.  Resulting  organization  has  proven  effective. 

(c)  Recommendations  That  the  following  organization  be  adopted 
as  standard* 

1.  Platoon  Headquarters. 

a.  Platoon  Leader  1LT 

b.  Platoon  Sergeant  SSG 

c.  -J-ton  Driver  B-4 

d.  2^-ton  Driver  B-4 

2.  I-oat  Team  A. 

a.  1  £-6,  SSG,  Team  Leader 

b.  7  B-4,  SP4 

3.  Boat  Team  B. 

a.  1  £-5,  SGT,  Team  Leader 

b.  7  B-4,  SP4 

4»  Maintenance  Section. 

a.  1  B-5,  SGT,  Motor  Sergeant 

b.  3  E-4,  SP4,  Mechanics 
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5.  Boat  Equipment. 

a.  1  M-60  with  1200  rounda  of  anmunition 

b.  2500  rounda  of  M~l6  anmunition 

c.  12  ooncussicn  grenades 

d.  32  signal  flares 

e.  3  fragmentation  grenades 

f .  1  AN/FRC-25  radio  with  extra  batteries 

g.  1  anchor 

h.  1  boat  book 

i.  2  12-gallon  gaa  tanka  with  four  5-gallon  cans  of  gas 

j.  1  small  tool  kit  for  minor  repairs 

k*  2  paddles 

1.  1  Starlight  scope  for  every  two  boats 

(4)  Organizational  requirements  for  split  battery  operation. 

(a)  Observation t  Split  battery  operations  in  support  of  ground  ele¬ 
ments  cause'  increased  strain  on  the  firing  battery's  organic  conmunications 
and  fire  control  equipment.  With  the  current  policiea  of  radio  communica¬ 
tion  for  split  battery  elements,  for  organic  battery  convoys,  and  sound 
artillery  safety  procedures,  the  radio  and  fire  direction  equipment  organic 
to  the  battery  is  tasked  very  heavily,  a  situation  which,  in  some  instances, 
necessitates  the  borrowing  of  equipment  from  other  units. 

(b)  Evaluation!  The  necessity  of  maintaining  two  separate  IOC a,  a 
minimum  of*  two  resupply  convoys  per  day,  and  the  safety  requirement  for  two 
aiming  circles  in  era ry  firing  unit  location  is  beyond  the  firing  unit's 
equipment  capability.  Each  firing  battery  is  authorized  three  AM/V EC-46 
radios,  one  AM/VRC-47,  and  two  aiming  circles. 

(c)  Recommendation!-  An  additional  AK/VRC-46  radio,  a  HtC-77  and.  an 
additional  aiming  circle  should  be  authorized  for  issue  to  each  firing  bat¬ 
tery. 


e.  (C)  Training* 

(l)  Breaking  of  gear  sticks  on  graders^ 

(a)  Observation!  During  the  quarter  there  has  been  more  than  0 m  in¬ 
stance  of  broken  gear  sticks  cn  Wsstinghouse  graders. 

(b)  Evaluation!  Breakage  apparently  has  resulted  from  operator^ 
attempting  to  speed  shift  the  grader  while  enroute  to  or  from  job  sites. 
This  attempt  to  speed  shift  has  resulted  in  improper  use  of  the  clutch. 

(c)  Recommendation!-  Operators  should  bo  warned  against  careless  use 
of  the  equipment  they  operate  and  supervisors  should  insure  that  all  equip¬ 
ment  is  used  properly. 
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(2)  Junior  NCO  and  Small  Unit  Leadsrb*  School. 

(a)  Observation*  All  small  unit  leaders  should  be  proficient  in 
certain  areas  that  are  vital  to  all  combat  operations  such  as  map  reading, 
air  assets  and  adjustment  of  indirect  fire. 

(b)  Evaluation*  Many  small  unit  leaders  are  of  the  SP4  and  PFC  rank 
and  are  not  proficient  in  these  areas,  and  need  guidance  and  training  in 
leadership. 

(c)  Recommendation*  Classes  should  be  established  within  each 
battalion  in  order  to  train  and  refresh  all  small  unit  leaders  in  these 
areas  and  this  will  enhance  the  battalion  in  becoming  more  flexible,  and 
will  enable  it  to  operate  effectively  all  the  way  down  to  the  squad  level. 

(3)  Training  in  special  weapons. 

(a)  Observation!  There  are  several  weapons  used  by  Allied  forces  in 
Vietnam  such  as  the  .50  caliber  machine  gun,  the  90mm  recoilless  rifle,  and 
the  M-79  grenade  laipacher  in  which  little  or  no  prior  training  is  given  to 
the  average  Soldier# 

(b)  Evaluations  Since  these  weapons  are  often  used  effectively 
against  hostile  forces, all  personnel  should  be  familiar  with  their  opera¬ 
tion  and  performance. 

(c)  Recommendation*  All  units  should  periodically  refresh  their 
troops  in  the  use  of  effective  weapons  that  are  not  used  in  everyday 
operations,  but  prove  very  effective  in  special  situations. 

f.  (G)  Logistics. 

(l)  Engineer  material  support. 

(a)  Observation*  The  available  bunker  construction  material  must  be 
considered  when  moving  large  numbers  of  personnel  and  equipment  into  a  new 
location. 

(b)  Evaluation*  During  the  recent  deployment  of  a  brigade  headquar¬ 
ters  to  a  new  field  location#  the  planning  for  engineer  construction  material 
was  inadequate.  The  total  requirement  for  lumber  and  sandbags  was  compiled 
and  a  large  request  for  material  was  submitted.  This  resulted  in  personnel 
and  equipment  being  in  an  unimproved  araa  for  several  days  because  materials 
were  not  available.  When  shipments  were  msde  it  was  found  that  lumber  did 
not  arrive  at  the  time  it  was  needed,  pucli.  simple  erf  of  s  in  planning  re¬ 
sulted  in  stringers  arriving  before  the  risers. 

*  A 

(c)  Recousiendation*  That  bunker  material  be  stored  in  a  standard 
package  in  depots.  All  required  materials  for  a  bunker  X  feet  by  I  feet 
could  then  be  issued  in  a  packet.  Larger  bunkers  could  be  constructed 
by  ordering  the  required  number  of  packets. 
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(2)  Logistics  support  of  a  Riverine  platoon. 

(a)  Observation!  When  compared  with  traditional  concepts  of  direct 
support,  logistic  support  is  difficult  to  be  defined. 

(b)  Evaluation:  Some  items  are  best  supplied  by  the  supporting  unite 
and  some  by  the  supported  unit. 

(c)  Recommendation:  Food,  water,  gasoline  and  other  items  of  common 
supply  and  expendables  should  be  provided  by  supported  units.  Special 
purpose  items  such  a3  paddles,  anchors,  boat  hooks  and  outboard  motor  parts 
should  be  supplied  by  engineer  units. 

(3)  Bolts  for  culvert  construction. 

(a)  Observation:  Because  of  multiple  handling  during  transportation, 
corrugated  metal  culvert  is  usually  bent  to  some  degree,  yet  still  remains 
serviceable. 

(b)  Evaluation:  When  culvert  becomes  bent,  the  bolts  provided  with 
the  culvert  are  too  short  to  assemble  the  culvert  without  undue  difficulty. 

(c)  Recommendation:  The  manufacturers  providing  culvert  to  Army 
field  forces  should  provide  bolts  two  inches  longer  than  normal. 

(4)  Ammunition  handling  in  battery  moves. 

(a)  Observation:  The  displacement  of  firing  batteries,  or  howitzer 
sections,  requires  the  additional  resupply  of  ammunition  to  the  new  loca¬ 
tion.  This  resupply  takes  place  during  the  initial  phases  of  occupation 
and  is  usually  off-loaded  by  hand,  causing  delays  in  construction,  and 
decreasing  man-hours  available  for  constructing  overhead  cover  for  the 
ammunition. 

(b)  Evaluation:  The  occupation  of  a  new  firing  position  must  be 
Accomplished  with  the  least  amount  of  delay  under  very  strenuous  condi¬ 
tions.  The  availability  of  a  wrecker  to  off-load  ammunition  during  this 
initial  phase  would  greatly  Increase  the  speed  with  which  the  ammunition 
could  be  placed  on  the  ground,  and  the  appropriate  overhead  cover  could  be 
constructed  with  fewer  man-hours  consumed. 

(c)  Recommendation:  That  the  firing  element's  higher  Headquarters 

be  cognizant  of  this  fact,  and  be  prepared  to  dispatch  a  wrecker  to  support 
the  off-loading  of  ammunition. 

g»  (C)  Communications. 

(l)  The  LOH  Command  Console. 
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(a)  Observation!  A  need  for  additonal  communications  capability  was 
locognized  when  Commanders  utilized  the  0H-6A  LOH  for  command  and  con.trol. 

A  console  was  built,  tested  end  worked  will  in  a  battalion  aircraft.  Com¬ 
plete  diagrams,  schematics,  pictures  and  charts  of  this  prototype  console 
were  sent  to  the  Avionics  Laboratory  at  Fort  Monmouth,  New  Jersey  for  evalu¬ 
ation  and  possible  introduction  into  the  Army  inventory.  The  laboratory 
constructed  another  prototype  console  which  was  brought  to  Viet  Nam,  tested 
and  evaluated  in  a  battalion  LOH,  The  console  was  then  taken  to  the  USS 
Corpus  Christ!  Bay  for  limited  production  of  40  prototypes.  Sixteen  of 
these  consoles  were  issued  to  the  25th  Infantry  Division  after  completion. 
They  have  been  in  use  for  seven  months. 

(b)  Evaluation:  The  console's  major  components  are  three  each 
All/PRC-27/77,  three  each  C-1611/AIC,  and  one  each  TSEC/KY-38,  The  total 
weight  of  the  prototype  console  was  about  88  pounds.  The  total  weight  of 
the  production  console  is  75  pounds.  Due  to  the  nearly  equal  weight  of 
the  useful  load  of  the  aircraft  and  the  normal  load  carried,  the  weight  of 
the  console  often  required  that  less  fuel  be  carried  or  one  less  passenger. 
Often  the  Commanders  would  ride  in  the  front  seat  and  would  have  no  one  in 
the  rear  to  change  console  frequencies.  These  two  disadvantages  coupled  with 
the  fact  that  preventive  maintenance  and  operator  maintenance  were  not 
performed,  led  to  the  gradual  removal  of  all  consoles  due  to  their  lack  of 
dependability  and  undesirable  design. 

(c)  Recommendation:  That  one  additional  ARC- 114  be  installed  in  the 
LOH  pedestal  for  use  by  the  Commander,  The  weight  of  this  additional  radio, 

plus  the  weight  of  a  desired  (and  provided  for)  KY-38,  would  be  eight  pounds 
and  25  pounds  respectively,  for  a  total  of  33  pounds.  This  would  not  require 
degrading  the  current  capability  of  the  ^aircraft  to  carry  four  personnel  and 
a  full  fuel  load.  The  need  of  the  console  in  a  LOH  should  be  carefully 
weighed  against  the  capability  of  the  LOH  to  carry  a  Command  party  that  would 
need  more  than  one  radio  as  noted  above.  If  the  need  is  valid,  .and  mission 
requirements  would  not  cause  derating  of  the  LOH's  load  carrying  capability, 
a  console  design  similar  to  the  ASC-15  utilizing  SLAB  (Small  Lightweight 
Avionics  Equipment),  i.e.,  ARC-114,  115,  116  in  place  of  the  heavier  ARC- 
series  equipment  is  recommended, 

(2)  Field  expedient  antennas, 

(a)  Observation:  Operations  are  frequently  conducted  in  areas  where 
comrapnications  to  the  NCS  or  relay  station  are  poor. 

(b)  Evaluation:  When  operating  in  areas  where  communications  are 
poor,  units  should  be  prepared  to  make  use  of  field  expedient  antennas. 

(c)  Recommendation:  When  units  are  on  the  move,  they  can  take  a 
short  break  And  put  the  radio  in  a  tall  tree  to  transmit  and  receive 
messages.  When  units  set  up  in  a  relatively  stationary  position,  they  can 
make  use  of  an  RC-292  antenna.  However,  if  an  RC-292  is  not  available,  a 
-g-  Rhombic  antenna  can  be  constructed  with  relatively  primitive  equipment. 
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(3)  Signal  support  for  brigades. 

(a)  Observation*  Deploying  a  full  forward  area  signal  center  platoon 
in  support  of  a  brigade  in  tbe  field  increases  communications  capabilities 
and  reduces  reaction  time  during  onsuing  changes. 

(b)  Evaluation*  During  previous  signal  support  communications,  person¬ 
nel  and  equipment  were  committed .  piecemeal  only  in  enough  qurntity  to  satisfy 
immediate  requirements.  During  two  recent  moves  of  a  brigade  field  location, 
the  Signal  Battalion  committed  equipment  in  support  of  the  first  move  in 

a  piecemeal  fashion.  The  support  for  the  second  move  was  provided 
by  a  complete  forward  area  signal  center  platoon.  By  having  all  the  equip¬ 
ment  available  in  the  brigade  area,  the  time  required  to  complete  the  later 
additions  to  the  mission  was  greatly  reduced.  The  use  of  the  full  platoon 
capabilities  prevented  overloading  by  any  ono  means  of  communication. 

(c)  Recommendation*  That  a  complete  forward  area  signal  center 
platoon  be  deployed  with  a  Brigade  Headquarters. 

h.  (C)  Materiel. 

(1 )  Repair  of  mine  detectors. 

(a)  Observation*  Numerous  broken,  short  and  long  handles  on  mine  de¬ 
tectors  results  in  long  periods  of  deadline. 

(b)  Evaluation*  Current  practice  calls  for  replacement  of  broken 
mine  detector  bandies.  However,  they  can  be  glued  quite  effectively  using 
epoxy  glue. 

(c)  Recommendation:  Rather  than  turning  in  mine  detectors  with  broken 
handles  to  a  maintenance  activity,  broken  handles  should  be  repaired  at  company 
level  using  epoxy  glue.  Better  yet,  protect  them  so  they  do  not  get  broken 
in  storage  or  in  transit  while  not  in  use. 

(2)  Tearing  off  of  dump  truck  bumpers. 

(a)  Observation*  When  a  five  ton  dump  truck  becomes  badly  stuck, 
pulling  on  the  lifting  shackles  tears  off  shackles  and  bumpers. 

(b)  Evaluation*  When  a  dump  truck  becomes  stuck,  the  load  should  be 
dumped  if  possible.  Pulling  on  frame  beams  while  the  truck  attempts  to  drive 
out  under  its  own  power  has  proven  best. 

(c)  Recommendation*  When  recovering  badly  stuck  five  ton  dump 
trucks,  fasten  drag  chain  around  two  frame  beams. 

(3)  loading  and  transporting  Riverine  platoon  boats. 

(a)  Observation:  Boats  used  by  Riverine  platoons  weigh  1800  pounds. 
Problems  have  been  encountered  in  loading  and  transporting  boats. 
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(b)  Evaluation:  Loading  boats  requires  a  lifting  device.  When 
boats  are  transported  on  five  ton  bridge  trucks,  a  rough  ride  results. 

(c)  Recommendation:  A  winch  powered  A-frame  mounted  on  the  front 

of  a  cargo  truck  lias  been  found  satisfactory  for  loading  boats.  Construct¬ 
ing  a  cradle  using  sandbags  and/or  tires  has  prevented  boat  damage. 

(4)  Overheating  of  D-7  dozers. 

(a)  Observation:  During  land  clearing  operations,  it  was  noted  that 
the  D-7  dozars  being  utilised  were  overheating  excessively. 

(b)  Evaluation:  Attempts  were  made  to  clean  out  the  dozers  by  use 
of  a  water  truck  in  the  field.  Although  this  helped,  it  did  not  relieve 
the  problem.  The  next  step  was  to  remove  the  radiators  while  the  dozers 
were  in  for  maintenance  stand  down  and  to  clean  the  dozers  with  the  radiators 
removed.  ,  This  procedure  was  time  consuming  but/  the  results  justified  the 
extra  time  and  effort. 

(c)  Recommendation:  Radiators  should  be  removed  during  stand  down  so 
dozers  can  be  thoroughly  cleaned. 

(5)  Recoil  oil  level  in  M102  howitzer. 

(a)  Observation:  In  this  area  of  Vietnam,,  a  single  adjustment  of  the 
recoil  oil  level  of  the  Ml 02  howitzer  is  adequate  for  virtually  all  situa¬ 
tions. 

(b)  Evaluation:  Continual  adjustment  of  the  level  of  recoil  oil  in 
the  Ml 02  howitzers  was  resulting  in  broken  filter  plugs.  Moreover,  draining 
of  recoil  oil  as  the  weapon  heated  during  firing  frequently  came  at  a  time 
when  the  full  attention  of  the  crew  should  have  been  directed  to  firing.  It 
was  believed  that  a  nearly  universal  recoil  oil  level  existed  for  the  temper¬ 
atures  encountered  in  this  area*  Through  trial  and  error/  this  level  was 
determined  to  be  the  lowest  level  which  would  hold  the  tube  in  battery  during 
the  coolest  part  of  the  night.  Since  tho  adjustment  was  made  to  that  level 
there  has  been  no  requirement  to  drain  or  add  recoil  oil  to  the  howitzers 

of  the  battery  which  adopted  the  procedure. 

(c)  Recommendation:  That  this  procedure  be  evaluated  for  standar¬ 
dization  in  uniformly  warm  climates,  such  as  that  found  in  the  lowlands  of 
South  Vietnam. 

i.  (C)  Other. 

(1 )  Quick  reaction  psychological  operations. 

(a)  Observation:  Psychological  operatio.ua  often  assist  in  producing 
Hoi  Chanh  and  intelligence  that  reduce  Allied  casualties  and  equipment 
damage. 

(b)  Evaluation:  Psychological  operations  should  be  conducted  against 

current  enemy  locations,  but  it  is  often  difficult  to  obtain  a  means  to  de¬ 
liver  the  propaganda.  91  CONFIDENTIAL 
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(c)  Recommendation:  Command  and  Control  helicopters  are  often  in 
the  area  of  enemy  elements,  and  can  make  leaflet  drops  on  the  spot  pro¬ 
vided  they  are  prepared  ahead  of  time.  In  all  heliborne  operations,  the 
C&C  ship  should  carry  Chieu  Hoi  and  surrender  leaflets,  and  a  loudspeaker 
and  interpreter  if  available. 

(2)  Culvert  utility. 

(a)  Observation:  Heavy  vehicular  traffic  on  interior  and  access 
roads  to  fire  support  base3  causes  the  collapse  of  large  diameter  cul¬ 
verts,  because  they  cannot  be  properly  covered, 

(b)  Evaluation:  Crushed  culverts  restrict  runoff  and  compound 
drainage  problems  encountered  during  the  wet  season, 

(c)  Recommendation:  That  two  culverts  with  a  smaller  diameter,  but 
comparable  capacity,  be  employed  side  by  side  to  replace  the  larger  diameter 
culvert. 

(3)  Aviation  safety. 

(a)  Observation:  Dust  suppression  of  helicopter  landing  zones  con¬ 
tinues  to  be  a  critical  problem  during  dry  season  operations  in  RVN. 

(b)  Evaluation:  In  spite  of  seven  years  of  experience  factor 
with  dry  season  helicopter  operations  in  RVN,  we  continue  to  lose  Army 
aircraft  and  personnel  in  accidents  caused  by  dust  hazard  in  landing  zones. 
Dust  hazard  is  a  fact  of  life  in  tactical  landing  zones,  and  little  can  be 
physically  done  to  prepare  the  surface  itself  to  accept  helicopter  opera¬ 
tions  under  these  conditions;  however,  when  similar  conditions  persist 
year  in  and  year  out  in  rear  area  fire  support  base  and  base  camp  landing 
areas,  it  becomes  evident  that  we  are  failing  to  use  our  experience  and 
institutional  memory  to  its  fullest  advantage.  The  dry  season  is  an 
inevitable,  recurring  phenomenon  in  Southeast  Asia,  and  preparation  for  the 
conditions  that  occur  during  this  period  must  be  forecast  and  made  prior  to 
its  advent.  Preparation  of  helicopter  landing  areas  must  be  made  during  the 
latter  stages  of  the  wet  season.  Peneprine  and  other  soil  binding  materials 
should  be  applied  while  the  surface  is  still  damp  for  maximum  effectiveness 
and  economy.  All  that  should  be  necessary  during  the  dry  season  are  light 
touch  up  applications  of  soil  binder  to  maintain  a  satisfactory  surface. 

(c)  Recommendation:  Preparation  for  dust  suppression  of  helicopter 
landing  areas  should  be  made  prior  to  the  dry  season  in  order  to  preclude 
the  development  of  a  dust  hazard  condition. 

(4)  Civic  action. 

(a)  Observation:  When  an  American  unit  with  an  aggressive,  generous 
S.5  is  in  an  area,  ARVN  personnel,  and  civilians  both,  will  attempt  to  obtain 
resources,  aid  or  help  from  the  Americans,  either  in  addition  to  or  before 
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trying  their  awn  channels ,  Many  times  giving  tha  requested  suppert  pro¬ 
duce*  mora  immediate  results  and  mare  impress iva  statistics  fer  the  US 
unit, and  it  is  therefere  tempting  te  acquiesce  in  granting  it. 

(b)  Eraluatient  Such  assistance  is  in  the  leng  run  detrimental  te 
the  US  disengagement  effert  and  centinues  ARVN  dependence  en  unefficial 
seurces.  Mereevar,  this  hinders  the  MACV  efforts  te  get  ARVN  elements  te 
use  their  evn  channels  and  te  ceerdinate  ameng  themselves.  US  presence 
in  civic  actien  pr ejects  further  impedes  the  prej actien  ef  tie  GVN  image 
through eut  the  ceuntryside  by  presenting  a  US  image  fer  the  peeple  te  cen¬ 
tres  t  with  the  GVN  image.  The  GVN  is,  after  all,  what  the  peeple  will  have 
te  live  with  ence  US  cembat  farces  have  left  a  particular  area  and, ul¬ 
timately,  RVN, 

(c)  Receramendatien:  Unit  S5s  sheuld  werk  te  shift  mere  ef  the 
civic  actien  effert  te  ARVN,  se  that  the  GVN  image  er  presence  is  pre¬ 
lected.  In  appreaching  this,  class  ceerdination  with  lecal  MACV  reseurces 
and  channels  is  Imperative.  Lewer  quantitative  levels  ef  achievement  must 
be  expected  and  accepted  when  such  an  appreach  is  taken. 

FCR  THE  COMMANDERS 


Inclesures 

1.  Treatf  List  Celenel,  GS 

2.  Task  Organizatien  Chief  ef  Staff 

3.  Enemy  Main  Farce  Unit  Iden- 
tificatiens 

4.  Cemmander's  Cembat  Nates 
(General  Pelicies  and  Areas  ef 
Interest) 

5.  Cemmander's  Cembat  Nates 
(Respensibilities  ef  the  Assistant 
Divisien  Cemmanders  and  the  Chief 
ef  Staff) 

6.  Cambat  After  Actien  Interview  Report 
(Renegade  Weeds) 

DISTRIBUTION: 

4  -  CG,  IIFFV,  ATTNt  AWBC-RS-H 

3  -  CG,  USARV,  ATTN:  AVRGC-(DST) 

2  -  CG,  USARPAC,  ATTN:  GPOP-DT 
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AVFBC-RE  (30  Apr  70 )  1st  Ind 

SUBJECT i  Operational  Report  -  lessons  Learned,  25th  Infantry  Division, 

Period  Ending  30  April  1970,  RCS  CSFCR-65  (R2)  (u) 

DA,  HQ,  II  FFORCEV,  APO  San  Francisco  96266  1  0  JUN  1978 

THRUj  Commanding  General,  US  Army  Vietnam,  ATTN:  AVHGC(DST),  APO  96375 

Commander-In-Chief,  US  Army  Pacific,  ATTN:  GPOP-DT,  APO  96558 

TO*  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Development,  Department  of  the 
Army,  Washington,  D,  C,  20310 

1.  (U)  This  headquarters  has  reviewed  the  Operational  Report  -  Lessons 
Learned  for  the  quarterly  period  ending  30  April  1970  from  the  25th  Infantry 
Division,  and  concurs  except  as  indicated  in  paragraph  2,  below. 

2.  (C)  Comments  follow* 

a.  Reference  item  concerning  :,Night  Airborne  Personnel  Detector  Opera¬ 
tions",  page  77,  paragraph  2c (2)*  concur.  The  unit's  comments  on  night  sniffer 
missions  do  not  mention  the  problem  of  navigation.  The  difficulties  associated 
with  obtaining  an  accurate  location  for  the  helicopter  at  night  results  from 
the  lack  of  identifiable  terrain  features.  This  degrades  the  intelligence 
value  of  the  night  missions  and  limits  the  type  of  combat  response  that  can 

be  directed  at  the  targets  that  the  mission  develops. 

b.  Reference  item  concerning  "Use  of  a  Bulldozer  for  Airmobile  Operations", 
page  80,  paragraph  2c(8)t  concur,  however  the  D-4  bulldozer  is  not  found  in 

US  tactical  units  in  III  Corps  Tactical  Zone.  Reference  should  read  D-5 
bulldozer  or  Case  450,  both  of  which  are  airmobile.  Airmobile  earth  moving 
equipment  is  always  a  critical  item  for  two  reasons:  l)  lack  of  prompt  procure¬ 
ment  action  to  replace  combat  losses  and  uneconomically  repairable  items,  and 
2)  low  end  item  density  results  in  almost  non-existent  PH.  and  ASL  levels? 
therefore,  heavy  demands  are  placed  on  tne  "Red  Ball"  system.  This  system  by¬ 
passes  the  demand  data  base  and  does  not  get  repair  parts  into  the  pipeline. 
Recent-  experiences  with  frequent  artillery  unit  moves  could  justify  an  air¬ 
mobile  bulldozer  as  an  augmentation  to  each  artillery  battalion. 

c.  Reference  item  concerning  "A  Stable  Gun  Pad  for  the  M102  Howitzer", 
page  80,  paragraph  2c (l).  If  a  requirement  exists  for  a  transportable  platform 
for  the  M102  howitzer,  recommend  that  requests  be  forwarded  to  an  engineer 
agency  for  technical  assistance. 

d.  Reference  item  concerning  "Use  of  Radar  in  Conjunction  with  Night 
Operations",  page  82,  paragraph  2c (14).  Non-availability  of  unattended 
ground  sensors  is  cited  as  a  motivation  for  employing  a  PPS-4  radar.  light¬ 
weight  patrol  seismic  intrusion  detectors  (PSID)  are  also  available  in  great 
numbers,  adequate  for  the  support  of  patrols  on  night  operations. 
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AVFBC-RE  (30  Apr  70 )  1st  Ind 

SUBJECT*  Operational  Report  -  Lessons  Learned,  25th  Infantry  Division, 

Period  Elding  30  April  1970,  RCS  CSFOR^65  (R2)(U) 

e.  Reference  item  concerning  "Ammunition  Placement  at  Forward  Areas", 
page  84,  paragraph  2c (21):  concur,  however  since  ammunition  cannot  be  stored 
underground  during  the  rainy  season  adequate  above  ground  protection  must 
also  be  provided. 

f.  Reference  items  concerning  "MOS  Rede  signa4- ion",  page  84.,  paragraph 
2d (l ) ;  "TOE  Review",  page  85,  paragraph  2d (2);  Organization  of  a  Riverine 
Platoon",  page  85,  paragraph  2d(3)j  and  "Organizational  Requirements  for 
Split  Battery  Operation",  page  86,  paragraph  2d (4):  reporting  unit  has  been 
advised  to  submit  requests  for  TOE  changes  in  accordance  with  AR  31-49* 

To  satisfy  the  requirement  discussed  in  paragraph  2d(4)(b)  of  the  report, 
two  additional  aiming  circles  would  be  needed  rather  than  the  one. 

g.  Reference  item  concerning  "Eigineer  Material  Support",  page  87, 
paragraph  2f(l).  Currently,  there' are  3  standard  fire  base  kits,  similar  to 
the  one  recommended,  available  for  use  in  RVN,  By  letter,  file  AVCA-ICC- 
SM-GF,  Headquarters,  1st  Logistical  Command,  dated  1  June  1970,  subject: 

Fire  Base  Kits,  tho  tactical  units  have  been  requested  to  forecast  and 
report  the  1st  and  2d  Qtrs  FI  71  requirements  for  Fire  Base  Kits. 

h.  Reference  item  concerning  "The  LOH  Command.  Console",  page  88, 
paragraph  2g(l):  concur.  The  lack  of  command  and  control  communications 
is  a  recognized  shortcoming  of  both  the  OH-6  and  OH-58  aircraft.  The 
reporting  unit's  comments  have  been  forwarded  to  USARV-CE. 

i.  Reference  item  concerning  "Overheating  of  D-7  Dozers",  page  91, 
paragraph  2h(4):  concur.  The  procedure  described  is  standard  operating 
procedures  for  land  clearing  companies  under  the  control  of  this  headquarters. 

j.  Reference  item  concerning  "Recoil  Oil  Level  in  KL02  Howitzer", 

page  91,  paragraph  2h(5):  concur.  Additionally,  the  procedure  for  determin¬ 
ing  the  appropriate  recoil  oil  level  in  the  M102  howitzer  should  be  considered 
by  the  USA  Weapons  Command  for  evaluation  and  publication. 


k.  Reference  item  concerning  "Culvert  Utility",  page  92,  paragraph 
2i(2):  concur.  Rroper  analysis  and  design  of  culvert  requirements  will 
result  in  the  proper  size  and  configuration  to  obtain  the  desired  results. 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER: 


CG,  25th  Inf  Div  ^6 
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AVHGC-DST  (Undated)  2d  Ind 

SUBJECT j  Operational  Report  -  Lessons  Learned.,  25th  Infantry  Division, 

Period  Ending  30  April  1970,  RCS  CSFOR  -  65  (R2) 

Headquarters,  United  States  Army  Vietnam,  APO  San  Francisco  94375  li  JUL  1270 

TO  1  Commander  in  Chief,  United  States  Army  Pacific,  ATTN:  GPOP-BT, 

APO  96558 

1,  (u)  This  Headquarters  has  reviewed  the  Operational  Report-Lessons 
Learned  for  the  quarterly  period  ending  30  April  1970  from  Headquarters, 

25th  Infantry  Division  and  comments  of  indorsing  headquarters. 

2.  (C)  Comments  follow: 

a.  Reference  item  concerning  "Night  Airborne  Personnel  Detector 
Operations,"  page  77,  paragraph  2c (2),  and  paragraph  2a,  1st  Indorsement!  Con¬ 
cur  with  recommendation}  the  unit  is  conducting  its  night  airborne  personnel 
detector  missions  during  the  time-frame  cited  in  the  recommendation.  To 
conduct  these  missions  with  ao  ambient  light  would  be  extremely  hazardous . 

No  action  by  USARPAC  or  DA  is  recommended, 

b.  Reference  item  concerning  "Difficulties  Encountered  with  Crew 
Procedures  of  Downed  Aircraft,"  page  78,  paragraph  2c(3)i  concur.  Maximum 
emphasis  should  be  placed  on  the  crew's  wearing  the  equipment  that  will 
aid  or  enhance  survival.  In  this  regard  USARV  has  made  distribution  of 

the  new  SRU-21/F  survival  vests.  No  action  by  USARPAC  or  DA  is  recommended. 

c.  Reference  item  concerning  "Construction  of  Fire  Support  Bases," 
page  79,  paragraph  2c(7):  concur.  This  Headquarters  is  developing 
designs  for  a  standard  fire  support  base  package.  Complete  standardization 
is  not  feasible  as  each  situation  has  its  own  special  requirements.  Part 
of  the  problem  is  to  properly  set  the  limits  of  standardization.  No  action 
by  USARPAC  or  DA  is  recommended. 

d»  Reference  item  concerning  "Use  of  Bulldozer  for  Airmobile  Operation," 
page  80,  paragraph  2c (8)  and  1st  Indorsement,  paragraph's 2c :  concur  with 
recommendation  on  page  80,  paragraph  8(c).  Nonconcur  with  1st  Indorsement, 
paragraph  2(b)  where  it  recommends  that  an  artillery  battalion  be  augmented 
with  an  airmobile  dozer.  Tasks  requiring  engineer  equipment  are  part  of 
the  function  of  Combat  Support  Engineer  Units.  No  action  by  USARPAC  or 
DA  is  recommended. 

e.  Reference  item  concerning  "Identifying  Positions  in  Triple  Canopy 
Jungle,"  page  81,  .paragraph  c(l2)t  concur.  40mm  Smoke  ammunition  is  not 
presently  a  theater  stockage  item.  Subject  item  is  in  theater  under  the 
ENSURE  program  for  evaluation  and  rates  for  stockage  have  not  yet  been 
determined.  Safety  factors  resulting  from  use  of  this  item  as  recommended 
in  paragraph  c(l2)(c)  are  also  subject  to  evaluation.  No  action  by  USARPAC 
or  DA  is  recommended. 
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AVHGC-DST  (Undated)  2d  Ind 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  -  Lessons  Learned,  25th  Infantry  Division, 

Period  Ending  30  April  1970,  RCS  CSFOR  -  65  (R2) 

f.  Reference  item  concerning  "Breaking  of  Gear  Sticks  on  Graders," 
page  86,  paragraph  2e(l):  concur.  Supervisors  should,  as  a  matter  of 
course,  insure  that  all  equipment  under  their  control  is  operated 
properly  and  that  operators  are  warned  against  careless  operation  of 
their  equipment.  No  action  by  USARPAC  or  DA  is  recommended. 

g.  Reference  item  concerning  "Engineer  Material  Support,"  page  87, 
paragraph  2f(l)  and  1st  Indorsement,  paragraph  g:  concur.  This  Headquarters 
is  developing  standard  designs  for  bunkers  and  revetments,  some  of  which 
could  be  used  as  a  basis  for  such  kits.  No  action  by  USARPAC  or  DA  is 
recommended. 

h.  Reference  item  concerning  "Bolts  for  Culvert  Construction," 
page  88,  paragraph  2f(3)»  concur  with  requirement}  nonconcur  with 
action  recommended.  Ordering  new  culvert  bolts  is  extremely  difficult 
to  justify  because  of  the  current  cost  reduction  program  within  DOD,  If 
this  order  was  approved,  the  lead  time  required  to  satisfy  these  require¬ 
ments  would  be  unsatisfactory.  Recommend  that  non-galvanized  large 

size  bolts,  available  within  the  Army  supply  system,  be  requisitioned 
separately  by  specific  FSN,  These  will  not  last  as  long  as  galvanized 
culvert  bolts,  but  can  accomplish  the  job  satisfactorily  and  are  available 
in-country.  Unit  has  been  so  advised. 

/ 

i.  Reference  item  concerning  "The  DDH  Command  Console,"  page  89, 
paragraph  2g(l):  concur.  The  AN/ARC-114  will  not  become  available  to 
USARV  until  1973*  At  that  time  USARV  Aviation  will  request  requirements. 

The  AN/ARC-ll4's  in  CONUS  are  committed  to  production  aircraft  and  for 
maintenance  float.  Unit  has  been  so  advised. 

j.  Reference  item  concerning  "Repair  of  Mine  Detectors,"  page  90, 
paragraph  2h(2) »  concur.  The  recommended  use  of  epoxy  glue  to  mend 
broken,  short  and  long  handles  on  mine  detectors  is  excellent  for  a 
short  lived  field  expedient.  It  should  not  be  used  as  a  permanent 
procedure.  Broken  handles  should  be  replaced  as  soon  as  possible  through 
normal  maintenance  channels.  Unit  has  been  so  advised. 

k.  Reference  item  concerning  "Recoil  Oil  Level  in  M102  Howitzer," 
page  91 1  paragraph  2h(5)»  concur.  Recoil  oil  reserve  level  need  not 

be  adjusted  unless  the  indicator  rod  protrudes  more  than  five-thirty-  seconds 
on  an  inch  from  the  regulator  housing(J>araSraP4  67c,  page  66.1,  C3, 

TM  9-1015-234-12).  Procedure  for  determining  the  appropriate  recoil  oil 
level  should  be  evaluated  by  USA  Weapons  Command.  Action  by  USARPAC  or 
DA  is  recommended. 
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AVHGC-DST  (Undated)  2nd  Ind 

SUBJBCTj  Operational  Report  -  Lessons  Learned,  25th  Infantry  Division, 
Period  Ending  30  April  1970,  RCS  CSFOR-65  (R2) 

l.  Reference  item  concerning  "tyick  Reaction  Psychological  Operations," 
page  91 >  paragraph  2i( l) 1  concur  with  the  recommendation  that  leaflets 

he  carried  aboard  C&C  ships,  in  small  quantities,  if  prior  coordination 
is  effected  with  G5  authorities.  However,  to  carry  a  loudspeaker  and  an 
interpreter  in  a  C&C  ship  on  all  helibome  operations  appears  excessive. 

A  suitable  loudspeaker  is  the  1000W  kit  containing  speakers,  amplifiers, 
and  cables  which,  when  installed,  take  up  an  entire  side  of  a  UH-1 
cabin.  An  interpreter  is  required  only  for  broadcasts.  The  flexibility 
of  the  C&0  ship  would  be  greatly  reduced.  No  action  by  USARPAC  or  DA  is 
recommended. 

m.  Reference  item  concerning  "Culvert  Utility,"  page  92,  paragraph 
2i(2)  and  1st  Indorsement,  paragraph  Ki  concur.  The  two  culverts  would 
be  structurally  stronger  and  more  resistant  to  crushing.  Also  they  would 
probably  drain  more  water  because  of  the  fact  that  water  would  have  to 
back  up  to  a  certain  height  before  the  full  capacity  of  a  large  diameter 
culvert  could  be  realized.  No  action  by  USARPAC  or  DA  is  recommended. 

n.  Reference  item  concerning  "Intelligence,"  page  49,  paragraph 
2c(4)j  page  76,  paragraph  2b(l)j  and  page  76,  paragraph  2b(2)?  concur. 

Item  has  been  extracted  for  consideration  for  inclusion  in  the  next 
issue  of  the  USARV  Combat  Intelligence  Lessons.  No  action  by  USARPAC 
or  DA  is  recommended. 

0.  Reference  item  concerning  "Signal  Operations,"  page  68,  paragraph 
24(9)»  Item  has  been  extracted  for  possible  inclusion  in  the  next  issue 
of  the  USARY  Combat  Intelligence  Lessons.  No  action  by  USARPAC  or  DA 
is  recommended. 

p.  Reference  item  concerning  "Operations,"  page  77,  paragraph  2c(l)> 
page  ?7,  paragraph  2c(2)j  page  82,  paragraph  2e(l4)$  page  83,  paragraph 
2c(17))  page  83,  paragraph  2c(l8)j  page  84,  paragraph  2c(20)  and  page  84, 
paragraph  2i  (i)»  concur!  Item  has  been  extracted  for  possible  Inclusion 
in  the  next  issue  of  the  USARV  Combat  Intelligence  Lessons.  No  action 

by  USARPAC  or  DA  is  recommended. 

q.  Reference  item  concerning  "General  Policies  and  Areas  of  Interest," 
Inclosure  4,  pages  1-3.  Letter  has  been  extracted  for  possible  inclusion 
in  the  next  issue  of  the  USARY  Combat  Intelligence  Lessons. 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER! 


Cy  furni 
II  FFORCEV 
25th  Inf  Div 


CONFIDENTIAL  Assistant  Muiuiwul  General 
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GPOP-DT  (undtd)  3d  lad  (U) 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  of  HQ,  2.5th  Infantry  Division  for  Period 
Ending  30  April  1970,  RCS  CSFOR-65  (R2)  (U) 

HQ,  US  Army,  Pacific,  APO  San  Francisco  96558  gg  7Q 

TO:  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Development,  Department  of  the 
Army,  Washington,  D.  C.  20310 

1.  This  headquarters  concurs  in  subject  report  as  indorsed  with  the 
following  comment. 

2.  Reference  paragraph  2h(5),  page  91:  Recoil  oil  level  in  M102 
Howitzer.  Proposal  for  procedure  to  determine  appropriate  level, of 
the  M102  Howitzer  will  be  forwarded  to  USAECOM  for  their  evaluation. 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER  IN  CHIEF: 


CPT,  AGC 
Asst  AG 


Cy  furn: 
CG  USARV 
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TROOP  LIST 

25TH  IMFAHTRI  DIVISIOi 


IS  0?  30  APRIL  1970 


I.  CRG1MIC 

a,  Co— and  *  Control  CL«n*nttt 

SBC,  25th  Inf  Dir 

HBC,  lot  Brigade 

HHC,  2nd  Brigade  (CFCOW  Iim) 

HHC,  3rd  Brigade 

b,  Ccnbat  KLananta 

3rd  Squadron,  4th  Cavalry  (Troop*  BBC  OPCCB  1  AGO) 

c,  .Ccnbat  Support  KLanants 

HHB,  25th  Inf  Dir  Arty 
1*t  Bn,  8th  Arty  (QPCOII  Iim) 

7th  Bn,  11th  Arty 
3rd  Bn,  13th  Arty 
2nd  Bn,  77th  Arty 
25th  HP  Coapaqy 
25th  Aviation  Battalion 
65th  EngJAewr  Battalion 
125th  Signal  Battalion 

d,  Conbat  Service  Support  Klananta 

HHC  &  Band,  25th  Dir  Spt  Cbd 

25th  Adnin  Conpany 

25th  Had  Battalion 

25th  SAT  Battalion 

725th  Malntenanca  Battalion 

II,  ASSIGHQ) 

a,  Co— and  A  Control  KLaeanta  •  Bona 

b,  Ccnbat  Ha— nta 

1st  Bn  (Utah),  5th  Inf 

4th  Bn,  9th  Inf  (OPCOH  IIIF?) 

2nd  Bn,  12th  Inf 

2nd  Bn,  14th  Inf 

2nd  !ta  (Mach),  22nd  Inf 

3rd  Bn,  22nd  Inf 

4th  Bn  (Haeh),  23rd  xnt 

1st  Bh,  27th  Inf  (OPCOH  IIFP?) 

2nd  Bn,  27th  Inf 

2nd  Bn,  34th  Armor  (-)  (OPCON  1  ACS) 

Co  C  attached  to  l/5th  Inf  Sir  (Mach) 

Co  P  {%&),  75th  Inf 

166 
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II.  ASSIGNS)  (Cont) 

c.  Coabat  Support  Elements 

9th  Chemical  Det 
38th  Inf  Pit  (Scout  D<jg) 

44th  Inf  Pit  (Scout  Dog) 

46th  Inf  Pit  (Scout  Dog) 

66th  Inf  Pit  (Combat  Tracker) 

265th  FA  A rty  Det  (Radar) 

d.  Combat  Service  Support  Elements 

15th  Public  Information  D*t 
18th  Military  History  Det 
20th  Public  Information  Det 
25th  Military  Intelligence  Company 

hi.  m&m 

a.  Coamand  &  Control  Elements  -  None 

b.  Coabat  Elements  -  None 

c.  Combat  Support  Elements 

Btry  B,  5th  Bn,  2nd  Arty 
ltxy  I,  29th  Arty  (1  fit) 

/•4th  BCD  Det 

1 59th  Medical  Det,  Helicopter  Ambulance 
258th  PA.  Det  (Bsdar-CM) 

341 »t  Avn  Dot 
362nd  Avn  Det 

d.  Combat  Service  Support  Elements 

5th  Weather  Sqdn  Det  (USAF) 

3  AA  Pit,  2nd  Civil  Affairs  Company 
20th  Preventive  Med  Det 
40th  MED  Det 

390th  Quartermaster  Det  (Petroleum) 

USA  Special  Security  Det 
372nd  Radio  Research  Company 

IV.  OPHUTIOHAL  CONTROL 

3rd  Brigade,  9th  Infantry  Division  (-) 

2nd  Bn  (Mech),  47th  Inf  OPCON  1  ACD 


CONFIDENT!  M_ 
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mssi  wmi 

mom 

4th  Ned  Det 

Cu  Chi,  RV* 

Co  B,  36th  Signal  Battalion 

0u  Oil,  RV* 

53rd  Signal  Det 

Ou  Chi,  RV* 

61  at  Trans  Det. 

Ou  Chi,  RV* 

86th  Hq  Co  Sig  Bn  Support 

Ou  Chi,  RV* 

94th  Co  Maint  Support 

Ou  Chi,  RV* 

11 6th  Assault  Helicopter  Co 

Cu  Chi*  RV* 

242nd  Assault  Helicopter  Co 

Ou  Chi,  RV* 

277th  Bn  Resupply  Service 

Cu  Chi,  RV* 

283rd  Sig  Det 

Cu  Chi,  RVH 

325th  Weather  Det 

Ou  Chi,  RV* 

501st  Land  Clearing  Co 

Cu  Chi,  RV* 

578th  Sig  Co  Support 

lay  Kiflh,  RV* 

587th  Sig  Co  Support 

Thy  Xinh,  RV* 

samnkMssi 

vmm 

8th  Aerial  Fort  Sqdn 

Cu  Chi,  RV* 

12th  Ned  Hospital  Svae 

Cu  Chi,  RV* 

Hq  A  A  Btry,  6th  &»,  15th  Arty 

Thy  Hinh,  RV* 

20th  TC  Co  Aircraft 

Ou  Chi,  RV* 

45th  Surg  HA  (MUSI) 

Tay  Hinh,  RV* 

269th  Am  Ba  Assault  Helicopter 

Ou  Chi,  RV* 

362nd  Bngr'Ch' 

Tay  Hinh,  RV* 

51 5th  Engr  Fit  Asphalt  Construction 

Cu  Chi,  RVH 

554th  Engr  Bn  Construction 

Ou  Chi,  RVH 

Co  C,  588th  &*r  Ba  Ccibaf 

Tay  Hinh,  RV* 

it!  O' 

CONFIDENTIAL 


CONFIDENTIAL 

Changes  in  Task  Organisation 


Effective  i  Feb  70 


l8t  Bflfl 
4-9  Inf 
3-22  Inf 


)(DS) 

1/F/75  Inf  (RGR) (DS) 

F/75  Inf  Ia«)  (-) 

25  Avn  Bn  (GS) 

0/3-4  Car 
65  Engr  Bn  (GS)(-) 
125  Sig  Bn  (GS) 


4-23  Inf  (M) 
2-34  Ar»  (-)* 
7-11  Arty  (105 
A/AC  En-i.  (DS) 


2od-ficLfl 

1- 5  Inf  (H) 

2- 12  Inf 

3- 4  Car  (-) 

1-8  Arty  (105)(DS) 

G/65  Eo^r  (os) 

2/F/75  Inf  (RGR)(DS) 

im  mil  (sal 

7-9  Arty  (105) (-) 

1-27  Arty  (155)(-) 
A/B/5-42  Arty  (155) 

Dlv  Artr 

3-13  Arty  (155/8")(GS) 
B/5-2  Arty  (AV)(SP)(GS) 


2-14  Inf 
2-22  Inf  (H) 

1- 27  Inf 

2- 27  Inf 

2-77  Arty  (105)  (DS) 
0/65  Engr  (OS) 

3/F/75  Inf  (RGB) (OS) 

M  Wfl.  ttfe  M..31Y 

5- 60  Inf 

6- 31  Inf 
2-47  Inf  (M) 

2-60  Inf 
l/75  Inf  (RQR) 
1/C/5-2  Arty  (AV)(SP) 
B/3-17  Air  Car  (DS) 
2-4  Arty  (105)  (DS) 

571  Engr  (OS) 


Effective  26  Feb  70 


l&Lfelfl 
4-9  Inf 

3- 22  Inf 

4- 23  Inf  (H) 
2-12  Inf 


1- 5  Inf  (H) 

2- 34  Ana  (-)  w  v 
7-11  Arty  (105)  (DS) 
A/65  &Jgr  (DS) 
l/F/75Inf  (RGR) (DS) 


DjLY.lEMBft  w  , 
F/75  Inf  lRQR)  (-) 
25  Am  Bn  (GS) 
0/3-4  C*Y 
125  Sig  Bn 
65  Engr  Bn  (— ) (GS) 

3-4  Car  (-) 


2nd  Bdw 

1-8  Arty  (105)  (DS) 
c/ 65  Engr  (DS) 

2/F/75  Inf  (RGR) (DS) 

isnjm-m I  . 

A/B/1-27  Arty  (155) 
A/B/5-42  Arty  (155) 
B/2-32  Arty  (8")(-)(GS) 
C/2-32  Arty  (8")(GS) 

Dlv  Artr 

3-13  Arty  (l 55/8") (GS) 
B/5-2  Arty  (AW)(SP)(GS) 


3rd  Bde 
2-27  Inf 
1-27  Inf 


2-14  Inf 
2-22  Inf  (H) 

2-77  Arty  (105)  (DS) 
0/65  Engr  (DS) 
3/F/75  I«f  (RGR) (OS) 


3rd  Bde.  9th  Inf  D1t 
2-60  Inf 

5- 60  Inf 

6- 31  Inf 
2-47  Inf  (H) 

V75  Inf  (RGR) 
1/C/5-2  Arty  (AW)(SP) 
E/3-17  Air  Cav  (DS) 
2-4  Arty  (105) (DS) 

571  Engr  (DS) 


*  Co  B  returned  froa  lit  Inf  B1y  15  F<»b  70. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 


Effective  28  FeUTO 


confidential 


4-9  Inf 

3- 22  Inf 

4- 23  Inf  (M) 


2-12  Inf 

1- 5  Inf  (M) 

2- 34  An  (-) 

7-11  Arty  (105)  (DS) 
A/ 65  Fr jp*  (OS) 

1/F/75  Inf  (HGR)  (DS) 


Pjy,  .TragBfi  w  , 

F/75  Inf  (RGR) (-) 
25  Avn  Bn  (GS) 
0/3-4  Car 
125  Sig  Bn  (GS) 

65  Engr  Bn  (-) (GS) 

3-4  Car  (-) 


1-8  Arty  (105) (OS) 

C/65  *ngr  (DS) 

2/F/75  Inf  (RGR) (OS) 

am  Artr  .(fiSft)  % 
A/B/1-27  Arty  (155) 
A/E/5-42  Arty  (155)  % 

B/2-32  Arty  (8")(-)(GS) 
C/2-32  Arty  (8")(GS) 

DIt  Artv 

3-13  Arty  (155/8M)(GS) 
B/5-2  Arty  (AW)(SP)(GS) 


2PL  flU 

1- 27  Inf 

2- 27  Inf 


6-31  Inf 

2-14  Inf 
2-22  Inf  (K) 

2-77  Arty  (105)(DS) 
0/65  Engr  (r/S) 
3/F/75  Inf  (RGR)(DS) 


3rd  Bde.  9th  Inf  01t_ 
2-60  Inf 
5-60  Inf 
2-47  Inf  (M) 

V75  Inf  (RGB) 

1/C/5-2  Arty  (AW)  (SP) 
V3-17  Air  Oar  (DS) 
2-4  Arty  (105)  (PS) 

571  Engr  (OS) 


Effective  2  Mar  70 


3- 22  Inf 

4- 23  Inf  (M) 

2-12  Inf 
1-5  Inf  (M) 

7-11  Arty  (105)  (OS) 
A/65  Engr  (DS) 
l/F/75  Inf  (RGR)  (DS) 


PIT  . 

F/75  Inf  (RGB) 
25  Avn  Bn  (GS) 
0/3-4  Cav 
125  Sig  Bn  (GS) 
65  Engr  Bn  (-) 
3-4  Cav  (-) 


aa  Lmausni 

1- 27  Inf 

4-9  Inf 

2- 34  Ana  (-) 

1-8  Arty  (105)  (DS) 

C/65  Engr  (OS) 

2/F/75  Inf  (RGR) (DS) 

Sm  Arty-COSBl 

1-27  Arty  (155) 
A/V5-42  Arty  (155) 
B/2-3*  Arty  (8"  )(-)(<*) 
C/2-32  Arty  (8")(-)(GS) 

PiY  Arte  .  .  . 

3- 13  Arty  (155/8")  w  % 
B/5-2  Arty  (AW)  (SP)  (GS) 


isLS^A. 

2-27  Inf 
2-14  Inf 
2-22  Inf  (M) 

6-31  Inf 

2-77  Arty  (105)  (DS) 
D/65  Engr  (DS) 

3/F/75  Inf  (RCR) (DS) 

3rd  Ha.  miaLfli 

2-60  Inf 

5-60  Inf 
2-47  Inf  (M) 

V75  Inf  (RGR)  (OS) 
C/5-2  Arty  (-)(AV)(SP) 
B/3-17  Air  Oav  (DS) 
2-4  Arty  (105)(DS) 

571  Engr  (DS) 


confidential 
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Effective  13  Mar  70 

IflLEdft 

3- 22  Inf 

4- 23  Inf  (M) 

2- 12  Inf 

1-5  Inf  (M) 

7-11  Arty  (105)  (Ds) 
A/65  Engr  (DS) 

1/F/75  Inf  (RGR) (DS) 

F^75TInfD?RCiR)  (-) 

25  Avn  Bn  (DS) 

D/3-4  Car 
125  Sig  Bn 
65  Engr  Bn  (-)(DS) 

3- 4  Car  (-) 


Effective  3  Apr  70 

,1  gL?d(t- 

3- 22  Inf 

4- 23  Inf  (M) 

2- 12  Inf 

7-11  Arty  (105)  (DS) 
A/65  Engr  (DS) 

1/F/75  Inf(RGR)(DS) 

1-5  Inf  (M)  (0PC0M  1st 
Air  Cav  Div) 

DlY,JEraaBfl  w  v 

F/75  Inf  (RGB) («) 

25  Avn  Bn  (OS) 

D/3-4  Car 
125  Sig  Bn  (GS) 

65  Engr  Bn(-) (GS) 

3- 4  Cav  (— ) 


2afl  Bkiogcooml 

1-27  Inf 

4-9  Inf 

1-8  Arty  (105) (DS) 
C/65  Engr  (DS) 

2/F/75  Inf  (RGR) (DS) 


inL  Bflt 

2-27  Inf 
6-31  Inf 
2-14  Inf 
2-22  Inf  (M) 

2-77  Arty  (105) (DS) 


2-34  Am  (-)(0PC0H  IIFFV)D/65  Ei«r  (DS) 

3/F/75  Inf  (RGR)  (DS) 

IgIXArtx, _  v 

2-60  Inf 
5-60  Inf 
2-47  (M) 

E/75  Inf  (RGR) (DS) 
C/5-2  Arty  (-)( AW)(SP) 
B/3-17  Air  Cav 
2-4  Arty  (105)  (DS) 

571  Engr  (DS) 


A/B/1-27  Arty  (155) 
A/C/5-42  Arty  (155) 
C/2-32  Arty  (8»)(-)(GS) 
A/7-9  Arty  (105) 

DIt  Artr 

3-13  Arty  (155/8") 
B/5-2  Arty  (AW) (SP) (GS) 


1-27  Inf 
4-9  Inf 

1- 8  Arty  (105) (DS) 

C/65  Engr  (DS) 

2/F/75  Inf  (RGR)  (DS) 

2- 34  Arm(-) (OPCOR  xIFFV) 

IIFPV  Artv  (GSR) 

1-27  Arty  (155)  • 

A/B(-)/ 5-42  Arty  (155) 
A/C/2-32  Arty(-)(8")(GS) 

Div  Artv 

3- 13  Arty  (155/8") 

B/5-2  Arty(AW)  (SP)  (GS) 


2-27  Inf 
6-31  Inf 
2—14  Inf 
2-22  Inf  (H) 

2-77  Arty  (105)  (DS) 
D/65  Engr  (DS) 
3/F/75  Inf  (RGR) (DS) 


2-60  Inf 

5-60  tnf 
2-47  Inf  (M) 

E/75  Inf  (RGR)  (DS) 
C/5-2  Arty  (-)(AW)(SP) 
B/3-17  Air  Cav 
2-4  Arty  (105)  (DS) 

571  Engr  (DS) 


\o  (T 
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CONFIDENTIAL 


Effective  6  Apr  70 

IfjUUs 

3- 22  Inf 

4- 23  inf  (M) 

2- 12  Inf 

7-11  Arty  (105)  (DS) 
A/65  Engr  (OS) 
l/F/75  Inf  (RGR) (DS) 

1-5  Iaf  (H) (QFCON  let 
Air  Cav  Div) 

p)75TS°Jr0R)  (-) 

25  Ayn  Bn 
D/3-4  Cav 
125  Sig  Bn  (GS) 

65  Engr  Bn  U)(GS) 

3- 4  Cav  (-) 


Effective  18  Apr  70 

let  Bda 

3- 22  Inf 

1- 5  Inf  (M) 

4- 23  Inf  (M) 

2- 12  Inf 

7-11  Arty  (105)  (DS) 
A/65  Engr  Bn  (DftJ 
l/P/75  Inf  (RGR) (DS) 


Div  Troote 
P/75  Inf^RGR) (-) 
25  Avn  Bn 
125  Sig  Bn 
65  Engr  Bn  (-)(GS) 

3-4  Cw  (-) 


&  at  na a 

1- 27  Inf 
4-9  Inf 

A/3-4  Cav  „  *-'<4  .  v 

2- 34  ixKttUanmxmv)  2-22  inf  (m) 

1-8  Arty  (105) (DS)  2-77  Arty  (10*>) (DS) 

C/65  Engr  (DS) 

2/P/75  Inf  (RGR)(DS) 

lazLAani 


2ri,  Bfl» 

2-27  Inf 
fr-31  Inf 
2-14  Inf 


D/65  Engr  (DS) 
3/P/75  Inf  (RGR) (DS) 


M  frth  Tflf  Ply 

2-60  Inf 


VC/1-27  Arty  (155) 

A/B(-)/ 5-42  Arty  (155)  -  - 

A(-)/C/2-32  Arty  (8")(GS)5-60  Inf 

2-47  Inf 

DIVARTY  1^75  Inf  (RGR)  (DS) 

3-13  Arty  (155/8")  C/5-2  Arty(-) (AW) (SP) 

B/5-2  Arty  (AV)(SP)(GS)  B/3-17  Air  Cav 

2-4  Arty  (105) (DS) 

571  Engr  (DS) 


2nd  Bde 

1- 27  Inf 

4-9  Inf  _ 

2- 34  ArmC-XOPCCB  IIPPE) 
A/2-47  Inf 

1-8  Inf  Arty  (105) (DS) 
C/65  Qjgn  (DS) 

2/P/75  Iaf  (RGR) (DS) 

inw  Arty._,(GgRl 
A/c/l-27  Arty  (155) 


3rd  Bde 
2-27  Inf 
6-31  Inf  (-) 

2-14  Inf 
2-22  Inf  (M) 

2-77  Arty  (105)  (DS) 
D/65  Engr  (DS) 

3/P/75  Inf  (RGR)  (DS) 

3rd  Bde.  9th  Inf  Div 
2-60  Inf 

5-60  Inf 


B(-)/C/5-42  Arty  (155)  - -  .  .  .  . 

A(-)/C/2-32  Arty  (8")(DS)2-47  Inf  (M)(-) 
A(-  /7-8  Arty  (8")(GS)  A/^6-31  Inf 


DIVARTY 

3-13  Arty  (155/8") 
B/5-2  .Arty  (AW)(SP)(G3) 


V75  Inf  (RGR)  (DS) 
C/5-2  Arty  (AW)  (SP ) 
B/3-17  Air  Cav 
2-4  Arty  (105) (DS) 
571  Engr  (DS) 


CONFIDENTIAL 


Effective  19  Apr  70 


CONFIDENTIAL 


If&J&e 

3- 22  Inf 

1- 5  Inf  (M) 

4- 23  Inf  (M) 

2- 12  Inf 

7-11  Arty  (l05)(DS) 
A/65  Engr  (DS) 
1/F/75  Inf  (RGR) (DS) 


2nd_Mfl  (oi^cou  imrc) 

1- 27  Inf 
4-9  Inf 

2- 47  Inf  (M) 

B/2-4  Arty  (105)  (DS) 

1-8  Arty  (105) (DS) 
C/$5  Engr  (DS) 

2/1/15  Inf  (RGR) (DS) 


Stl.fr  Q9RB 

F/75  Inf  (RGR) (-) 

25  Ayn  Bn 
125  Sig  Bn  (GS) 

65  Engr  Bn  («)(GS) 

3-4  Cav  (-) 

2-34  im(-)(OPC0N  I  MW) 


nm  Artv  (GSR) 
A/c/l-27  Arty  (155) 
D(-)/C/ 5-42  Arty  (155) 
A(-)/C/2-32  Arty(6")(K 

■OlY-Artr 

3-13  Arty  (155/8") 

B/5-2  Arty  (AW)(SP)(GS) 


Effective  28  Apr  70 


IslMs 

3- 22  Inf 

1- 5  Inf  (M) 

4- 23  Inf  (M) 

2- 12  Inf 
2-47  Inf  (M) 

B/2-4  Arty  (105)(DS) 
2—34  Arm(-) 

7-11  Arty  (105)(DS) 
A/65  Engr  (DS) 

1/F/75  Inf  (RGR) (DS) 
D/3-4  Cav  (DS) 


2nd  Bde  (0PC0N  IHTV) 
1-27  Inf 

4-9  Inf 

1-8  Arty  (105)(DS) 
C/65  Engr  (DS) 

2/1/15  Inf  (RGR) (DS) 


Artv  (GSR) 

/c/l-27 Arty  (155) 
B(-)/C/5-42  Arty  (155) 
A/C/2-32  Arty(-)(8")(D5i 
A/7-8  Arty  (-)(8") 


WS?W> 

25  Avn  Bn 
1*25  Sig  Bn  (GS) 

65  Engr  Bn  (»)(GS) 

3-4  Car  (-)  (OPCON  1 


Div  Artv 

3-13  Arty  (155/8") 
B/5-2  Arty  (AW)(SP)(GS) 


ACD) 


CONFIDENTIAL 

\>1 


2-27  Inf 
2-14  Inf 
2-22  Inf  (M) 

2-77  Arty  (105)  (DS) 
D/65  Engr  (DS) 

3/1/15  Inf  (RGR) (DS) 

3rd_Bde.  9th  Inf  Div 
6-31  Inf 
2-60  Inf 

5-60  Inf 

1/15  Inf  (RGR) (DS) 
C/5-2  Arty  (AW^(SP) (DS) 
B/3-17  Air  Cacy 
2-4  Arty(-).(t05)(DSj 
571  Engr  (DS) 


2-27  Inf 
2-14  Inf 
2-22  Inf  (M) 

2-77  Arty  (105) (DS) 
D/65  Engr  (DS) 

3/1/15  Inf  (RGR) (DS) 

3rd  Bde.  9th  Inf  Div 

6-31  Inf 
2— 60  Inf 

E/75  Inf  (RGR) (DS) 
C/5-2  Arty  (AV)(SP)(DS) 
B/3-17  Air  Car 
2-4  Arty  (-)(105)(DS) 
571  Engr  (DS) 


Effective  29  Apr  70 


CONFIDENTIAL 


lat  Ms 

3- 22  Inf 
1-5  Inf  (M) 

4- 23  Inf  (M) 


2-12  Inf 

7-11  Arty  (105)  (DS) 
A/6 5  Engr  (DS) 

1/F/75  Inf  (RGR)(DS) 
D/3-a.  Car  (DS) 


25  Avn  Bn 
125  Sig  Bn  (GS) 

65  Engr  Bn  (— ) (DS) 

3-4  Cav(-) (OFCON  1  ACD) 
2-34  Ara(-)  (0PC0N  1ACD) 
2-47  Inf (M) (OFCON  1ACD) 


™  m.  (ofcon  £BZ£I 

1-27  Inf 

4-9  Inf 

1-8  Arty  (105) (DS) 
C/65  Engr  (DS) 

2/F/75  Inf  (RGR) (DS) 


2rt  Ma 

2-27  Inf 
2-14  Inf 
2-22  Inf  (M) 

2-77  Arty  (105) (DS) 
D/65  Engr  (DS) 
3/F/75  Inf  (RGR)  (DS) 


^  Aytg  ^GSRl 
A/C/1-27  Arty  (155)  % 

B(-)/C/5-42  Arty  <155)  x 
A(-)/C/2-32  Arty($Vl75) 
A/7-8  Arty  <— )  (8W) 

pit  Aste  .  . 

3-13  Arty  (155/f)  w  . 
E/5-2  Arty  (AW)  (SP)(j») 


3rd  Bde.  9th  Inf-Dlv 
6-31  Inf 
2-60  Inf 

5-60  Inf 

S/75  Inf  (RGR) (DS) 

C/5-2  Arty  (AV)(SP)(DS) 
B/3-17  Air  Car 
2-4  Arty  (105) (DS) 

571  Engr  (DS; 


IdP 

CONFIDENTIAL 


CONFIDENTIAL 


Rneey  Main  Force  Unit  Identification* 
23  April  1970 


.gfiSBL  m  .mssm&.sms 


16  Armor  Office 

XT574931 

69  Artillery  Coaaand 

XT165515 

smusmm&Ljsm 

9  Division 

WT979723 

271  Hegiment 

XT275225 

272  Keglaant 

XT017669 

950  Regiment 

XT0179 

7  Division 

XT391828 

209  Regiment 

XT454760 

165  Regiment 

XT492862 
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DgPARttfJNI  OF  THE  ARMI 
Headquarters  25th  Infantry  Division 
APO  San  Francisco  96225 


AVDCGG  2  April  1970 

SUBJECT:  General  Policiea  and  Areas  of  Interest 


SEE  DISTRIBUTION: 


1*  The  following  are  policies  and  areas  of  interest  which  I  consider 
of  particular  importance*  They  are  not  all-inclusive  but  should  serve 
as  a  guide* 

2*  Soldiers  are  our  most  precious  resource*  They  also  require  the 
moat  attention.  Their  safety  and  welfare  is  most  important.  Be 
tolerant  and  understanding,  yet  firm  and  fair  with  them.  Special 
emphasis  should  be  placed  on: 

a*  Insuring  that  all  understand  the  enlisted  promotion  system* 

b.  Insuring  that  there  is  in  fact  equal  opportunity  for  all. 

c.  Treating  each  man  as  an  individual  and  according  him  the 
respect  and  dignity  he  deserves* 

d*  Keeping  Soldiers  busy  doing  constructim*  things  and  explain¬ 
ing  VHT* 

3*  Training  must  be  constant  to  insure  that  each  individual  main¬ 
tains  a  fine  honing  in  the  fundamentals  and  in  the  Rules  of 
Engagement*  This  makes  him  more  effective  and  increases  hie 
probability  of  personal  safety.  The  institutional  auger y  of 
organizations  in  Vietnam  is  very  short* 

4*  Without  good  intelligence,  operations  are  not  productive  and 
merely  expend  time,  resources  and  energy*  Learn  to  use  and  integrate 
the  modern  and  sophisticated  pieces  of  equipment  but,  in  so  doing, 
do  not  overlook  the  basics  of  old-fashioned  combat  intelligence. 

Seek  to  develop  rapport  with  Vietnamese^  military  and  civilian. 

The  latter,  particularly,  are  m  most  effective  source  of  intelli¬ 
gence  information  at  the  small  unit  level* 

5*  Seek  to  develop  the  enemy's  total  systw  in  your  area  —  his 
logistics  flow,  bases,  LOC,  infrastructure,  conmo-liaison,  caches, 
hospitals,  personnel  replacement  system,  communications  system  — 
his  interference  with  the  population*  Then  work  on  all  elements  of 
his  system. 


zLncI  ■/- 
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6*  Avoidance  of  noiv-coobaiant  casualties  and  incidents  is  essential. 
Attempt  to  view  both  friendly  and  enemy  actions  as  the  villager  sees 
them.  If  he  suffers  losses  to  his  family  and  bis  property  the  impact 
on  him,  personally,  is  the  same,  whether  due  to  our  action  or  the 
enemy's.  This  is  not  limited  to  combat  action  fept  extends  to  ever}' 
facet  of  our  association  with  the  population. 

7.  Economy  of  Force  is  an  accepted  principle  of  war.  Use  it  not 
only  in  tactics  but  in  all  ar^as.  Looked  at  another  way,  it  is  simply 
"Good  Management"  to  avoid  waste.  In  this  regard,  eliminate  excess 
equipment?  usually,  it  drains  off  resources  and  creates  imbalances  in 
our  structure  that  decrease  efficiency  and  effectiveness. 

8.  Elimination  of  the  enemy  is  an  essential  step.  POW  and  Hoi  Ghanhs 
are  more  valuable  than  dead  enemy  soldiers.  KIA  statistics  are 
important  but  are  not  an  end  in  themselves. 

9.  Take  every  opportunity  ta  work  with  the  RVHAF  so  as  to  increase 
their  effectiveness.  Teach  .them  how  to  do  things  rather  than  doing 
it  for  them.  In  this  geographical  area,  the  point  has  been  reached 
where  we  should  gradually  reduce  our  combined  operations  with  the 
objective  of  eventually  turning  over  complete  and  independent  control 
to  the  RVNAF. 

10.  Hatch  KBS  ratings  carefully.  They  highlight  areas  needing  con¬ 
centration  of  effort.  Whan  there  is  regression,  react  promptly. 

11.  Insure  we  are  fighting  under  a  "ftos  War  Concept".  Integration 
and  orientation  of  all  resources,  programs  and  operations  to  the  * 
achievement  of  a  common  objeqtlve  is  complex  but  essential.  In 
pacification,  particularly,  insure  that  your  programs  support  the 
District  or  Province  Chief’s  plan. 

12.  US  Forces  are  not  "operations  security*  conscious,  particularly 
in  use  of  voice  comnunicatica*  Reduce  the  amount  of  chatter  and  use 
tha  secure  means  which  have  been,  provided. 

13 .  Perfection  in  a  tactic  or  technique  is  laudatory,  but  don’t 
become  so  enamoured  of  it  that  you  fail  to  change  when  change  is 
needed.  The  enemy  adjusts  rapidly. 

14<.  Learn  the  established  sys.om  for  getting  things  dons  and  use  it. 
By-passing  and  shortcuts  may  achieve  quicker  results  initially''' but 
usually  undermine  the  system,  and  the  end  result  is  less  responsiveness 
to  one* 8  needs. 

15.  In  briefings  and  reports,  be  precise  and  factual.  Opinions  may  be 
helpful  but  label  them  opinions.  Historical  data  provide  a  good  basis 
for  projections,  but  I  am  more  interested  in  knowing  what  is  being  done 
at  the  moment  and  what  is  planned  for  tits  future-  Content,  simplicity 
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and  knowledge  of  the  subject  are  more  helpful  than  elaborate  training  aids 
and  wordy,  formal  presentations, 

16.  When  you  reach  the  point  where  yo^  can  feel  complacent  about  the 
effectiveness  of  your  unit,  your  own  ability  to  do  your  Job,  or  the 
enemy  situation,  ask  for  a  transfer. 


DISTRIBUTION: 

B 

A  TRUE  COPY 


s/Edward  Bautz,  Jr. 
t/EDWARD  BAUTZ,  JR. 
Major  General,  USA 
Commanding 
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DEPARTMENT  OP  THE  ARM! 

Headquarter*  25th  Infantry  Division 
APO  San  Francisco  96225 

AVDCCG  7  April  1970 

SUBJECT:  Responsibilities  of  the  Assistant  Division  Co— Bandar*  and  the 
Chief  of  Staff 


SEE  DISTRIBUTION 


1*  I  have  designated  my  Assistant  Division  Commanders  as  follows: 

A*  Brigadier  General  M.  J.  L*  Greene:  ADC-Alpba. 

b*  Colonel  (P)  J.  R.  Thurman,  III:  ADC-Bravo* 

2,  I  have  assigned  duties  and  responsibilities  to  the  Assistant 
Division  Commanders  primarily  on  a  geographical  area  basis,  but  the 
duties  of  each  include  specific  functional  areas  as  well.  In  addition 
to  performing  in  their  specific  areas  of  interest,  I  erpeot  each 
Assistant  Division  Commander  to  maintain  a  "feel”  for  this  Division 
as  a  whole  and  to  be  prepared  to  supervise  such  functions  of  special 
interest  to  me  as  I  may  direct* 

3*  Specific  areas  of  responsibility  for  the  Assistant  Division  Co— winders: 

(1)  1st  Brigade;  2nd  Brigade;  Division  Support  Command;  3rd  Squadron, 
4th  Cavalry;  2nd  Battalion,  34th  Armor;  65th  Engineer  Battalion;  125th 
Signal  Battalion;  and,  Company  F  (Rangers),  75th  Infantry* 

(2)  Direct  and  personal  liaison  with: 

(a)  CG,  1st  ARVN  Airborne  Division  (as  necessary)* 

(b)  Tay  Ninh  Province  Chief  and  Province  Senior  Advisor* 

(3)  Supervision  of  RVN  pacification  program  support  in  the  areas 
of  the  lat  Brigade  and  2nd  Brigade*  This  will  include  all  plana, 
programs  and  activities  incident  to: 

(a)  Developing  effective  DIOCC  and  PIOCC  capabilities* 

(b)  Developing  and  sustaining  increasingly  effective  Territorial 
Forces  (RF,  PF,  PSDF)  and  National  Police  Field  Force  (NPFF)  and  Special 
Police* 
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(4)  Training  (to  include  schools  and  the  reception  —  orientation 
of  newly  arrived  Soldiers)* 

(5)  Supervision  of  road  and  waterway  lines  of  communication 
throughout  the  division  area  (to  include  security  of  bridges,  convoys, 
and  waterborne  military  logistics  traffic). 

(6)  Division-wide  base  development  and  Tay  Ninh  base  defense* 

(7)  liaison  with  Tree  World  Military  Assistance  Forces. 

b.  ADC-Bravo: 

(1 )  3rd  Brigade;  3rd  Brigade,  9th  Infantry  Division;  Division 
Artillery;  25th  Aviation  Battalion;  Company  E  (Rangers),  75th  Infantry; 
and  non-organic  units  supporting  (or  operating  in  the  area  of)  the 
25th  Infantry  Division. 

(2)  Direct  and  personal  liaison  with: 

(a)  Commanding  General,  25th  ARVN  Division. 

(b)  Hau  Nghia  Province  Chief  and  Province  Senior  Advisor. 

(c)  Long  An  Province  Chief  and  Province  Senior  Advisor* 

(3)  Supervision  of  RVN  pacification  program  support  in  the  areas  of 
the  3rd  Brigiule  and  3rd  Brigade,  9th  Infantry  Division.  This  will  include 
all  plans,  programs  and  activities  incident  to: 

(a)  Developing  effective  DIOCC  and  PIOCC  capabilities. 

(b)  Developing  and  sustaining  increasingly  effective  Territorial 
Forces  (RF,  PF,  PSDF)  and  National  Police  Field  Force  (NPFF)  and  Special 
Police. 

(4)  0u  Chi  base  defense* 

(5)  Surveillance,  Target  Acquisition  and  Might  Observation  (STAMO) 
Program. 

4*  The  Chief  of  Staff  directs  and  supervises  operations  of  the  25th 
Infantry  Division's  General  and  Special  Staffs.  Guidance  and  directions 
normally  come  directly  from  the  Commanding  Gsueral  to  the  Chief  of  Staff. 
While  the  Assistant  Division  Conmanders  have  an  overwatch  responsibility 
in  the  fields  of  maintenance  and  operational  readiness  as  it  applies  to 
the  specific  units  which  they  supervise  for  the  Commanding  General,  the 
Chief  of  Staff  (assisted  by  the  ACofS,  G-4  and  the  CO,  Division  Support 
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Command)  is  primarily  responsible  to  the  Commanding  General  for  the 
logistic  readiness  of  this  Division, 


a/Edward  Bautz,  Jr, 
t/EDVARD  EAUTZ,  JR. 
Major  General,  USA 
Commanding 

DISTRIBUTION? 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ARMY 
L8th  Military  History  Detachment 
25th  Infantry  Division 
APO  San  Francisco  96225 

AVDGMH 

SUBJECT*  anil  Unit  Combat  After  Action  Interview  Report 


THRU:  CoonandiBg  General 

United  States  A  ray  Vietnam 
ATTN:  Coanand  Historian 
APO  San  Francisco  96375 


TO:  Headquarters 

Departs  sot  of  the  Artsy 
ATTN:  O.C.H.H. 
Washington,  D.C.  20315 


1 .  (U)  NAME  AND  TIPS  OF  OPERATION:  Unnamed;  Ground  Reconnaissance* 

2.  (U)  DATES  Or  OPERATION:  02  April  -  06  April  1970. 

3.  (U)  LOCATION:  Renegade  Woods  (XT2930)  |  Sheet  Number  6231  in  M, 

Map  Series  LS020,  1  *25,000}  Hieu  Thien  District,  lay  »inh  Province* 

4.  (U)  CONTROL  HEADQUARTERS:  3rd  Brigade,  25th  Infantry  Division. 

5.  (U)  PERSONS  BEING  INTERVIEWED:  See  Inclosure  1* 

6.  (U)  INTERVIEWING  OFFICER*  Division  Historian. 

7.  (U)  TASK  ORGANIZATION: 

a*  Teams  38  aid  39,  Company  F  (Hangar),  75th  Infantry. 

b.  Companies  A,  B,  C,  2nd  Battalion,  27th  Infantry. 

c.  Companies  A,  B,  2nd  Battalion  (Mechanised),  22nd  Infantry. 
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8.  (0)  SUPPCETXUG  FCRGWl  (See  Incloeure  2) 

a.  Artillery. 

(1)  Battery  B,  2nd  Battalion,  77th  Artillary  (lQ5oa  howitzer) . 

(2)  Battery  D,  3rd  Battalion,  13th  Artillery  (8"  howitzer). 

(3)  Battery  A,  1st  Battalion,  27th  Artillery,  Xim  (l5*»  howitzer). 

(4)  Battery  C,  2nd  Battalion,  32nd  Artillery,  HFFV  (8"  howitzer). 

b.  Any  Aviation. 

(1)  Troop  D,  3rd  Squadron,  4th  Cavalry  (Centaur)* 

(2)  Company  A,  23th  Aviation  Battalion  (Idttle  Bear)* 

(3)  Company  B,  25th  Aviation  Battalion  (Diaaondhead)* 

(4)  H6th  Assault  Helicopter  Coopery,  269th  Aviation  Battalion 
(Hornet). 

(5)  187th  Assault  Helicopter  Coopery,  269th  Aviation  Battalion 
(Crusaders). 

(6)  118th  Assault  Helicopter  Coopany,  145th  Aviation  Battalion 
(ihunderbird). 

(7)  159th  Medical  Detachment  (Helicopter  Ambulance)  (Dustoff)  - 
MEDEVAC. 

(8)  3rd  Brigade  Aviation  Element  (Snoopy). 

c.  United  States  Air  Force.  (See  Incloeure  3) 

(1)  Air  Force  Forward  Air  Controllers  (FAC),  19th  Tactical  Air 
Support  Squadron  (GV-lo). 

(2)  3rd  Tactical  Fighter  Wing  (F-IOOj  A~37). 

(3)  31st  TacUcal  Fighter  Wing  (P-100). 

(4)  35th  tactical  Fighter- Wing  (F-100). 

(5)  f8th  Attack  Squadron  (A-37). 

(6)  3rd  Direct  Air  ^ippcrt  Center  (AC-119  Shadow). 
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9.  (U)  BACKGROUND  INFORMATION?  Th«  primary  mission  of  the  3rd  Brigade, 
25tb  Infantry  Division  is  to  destroy  VC/OTA  forces  and  their  bases  of 
operation;  assist  the  Republic  of  Vietnam  in  rural  development,  paci¬ 
fication  and  civic  action  programs;  assist  in  training  and  provide 
support  to  RVNAF;  and  be  prepared  to  reinforce  US  and  ARVN  forces  within 
the  TAOI  as  directed.  This  Brigade  is  continuing  Phase  IV  of  Operation 
Toan  Tharsg. 

10.  (C)  INTBLLIGENCBs 

a.  Emnri  Intelligence  indicated  that  eueuf  uain  force  units  might 
be  moving  into  the  Renegade  Woods  to  establish  a  base  area  from  which  to 
conduct  offensive  operations.  Cto  30  March  elements  of  the  271  Regiment 
and  elements  of  the  272  Regiment  conducted  an  attack  on  Firs  Support  Base 
Jay  (XJ0375)  of  the  1st  Cavalry  Division  (Airmobile) ,  tot  were  repulsed 
with  a  loss  of  70  KIA  (BC).  After  the  attaok  these  units  were  reported 
moving  to  base  areas  to  refit.  Subsequent  moves  of  these  regiments  was 
not  indicated,  however,  a  nova  to  the  south  allfig  the  border  was  suspected 
and  watched  for.  The  first  indication  of  a  siaaahle  enemy  force  in  the 
Renegade  Wood*  came  when  Teams  33  and  39,  Co  F  (Psoger),  75th  Inf  made 
contact  on  2  April  1970.  Interrogation  of  prisoners-of-war  and  Hoi  Chanh, 
plus  readouts  from  captured  docueents,  later  identified  the  271  Regiment, 

9  ;c/NVA  Division  as  the  ensmy  fore©  contacted  during  this  operation. 

Interrogation  of  Nguyen  Huong  Mai,  a  prisoner-of-war  captured  on  3 
April  in  the  vicinity  of  XT264274  revealed  that  the  2  and  3  Battalions 
of  tbs  271  Regiment  wave  moving  into  newly  established  positions  in  the 
Renegade  Woods  to  prepare  for  future  operations.  He  further  stated  that 
the  battalions  were  80?  OTA  and  that  his  battalion  (2  B-ttrlion)  had  a 
strength  of  200-300  men.  Documents  captured  on  3  April  in  che  vicinity 
of  XT292312  identified  the  Executive  Officer,  C13  Company,  3  Battalion, 

271  Regiment,  ato  the  same  battalion  was  identified  by  further  documents 
found  the  next  day  at  XT289312. 

The  ground  units  involved  in  the  notion  found  numerous  indications 
that  the  enemy  was  highly  trained  and  well-equipped.  They  identified  NVA 
equipment  In  large  quantities,  and  believed  the  enemy  to  be  highly  ag¬ 
gressive  NVA  regulars. 

For  additional  information,  see  Operational  Report  -  Lessons  Learned, 
372nd  Radio  Research  Company,  303rd  Radio  Research  Br  ttalion,  dated  1 
April  1970. 

b.  Torreim  The  Renegade  Woods  is  a  flat  area  with  thick  double 
canopy  jungle  heavily  btoler grown  with  vines.  The  few  open  areas  consist 
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of  elephant  grass  bisected  by  hedgerows  and  have  Isolated  clasps  of  brush 
and  a  few  dead  trees,  bat  are  basically  without  cowar  or  concealment*  in 
exception  was  the  landing  sons  of  the  Ranger  team  ifcieh  hod  two  bcmb  cra¬ 
ters  that  provided  the  only  corer.  The  hedgerows  uad  jangle  areas  bad 
been  heavily  bunkered  and  provided  excellent  defensive  positions  tdiich 
were  very  difficult  to  locate*  (See  Overlay  1*) 

c.  Weather  i  Weather  remained  variable  daring  the  contact  period  and 
caused  some  difficulties  during  the  oarly  morning  hears  and  again  in  the 
late  afternoon  when  rainstorms  forced  air  assets  to  operate  at  low  level. 
These  periods,  noteabOy  the  morning*  of  2,  3,  and  4  April  mad  the  after- 
noon  of  4  April,  were  the  only  exemptions  to  generally  excellent  visibility 
during  the  contact  period.  High  temperaturoe  in  the  90s  were  typically 
seasonal  for  this  area  of  Vietnam  and  caused  only  minor  difficulties  as 
most  of  the  troops  were  acclimated*  Heavy  residual  ground  moisture  on 
the  morning  of  2  April  caused  an  unusually  high  number  of  weapons  mal¬ 
functions  among  the  Ranger  team.  It  also  served  to  leasee  casualties 
among  the  elements  engaged  that  day  by  absorbing  such  of  the  ricochet. 

11.  (C)  MISSIONi  Initially,  the  teams  from  Company  F  (Ranger),  75th 
Infantry  were  inserted  into  the  contact  area  to  exploit  intelligence 
information.  The  2nl  Battalion,  27th  Infantry,  which  was  preparing  to 
begin  normal  operations  in  the  aame  general  area,  was  committed  as  a 
reaction  force  when  the  Rangers  developed  the  large  contact.  IWo  com¬ 
panies  from  the  2nd  Battalldn  (Mechanised),  22nd  Infantry,  were  commie  ted 
to  the  action  as  it  expanded.  The  mission  of  the  reacting  forces  was  to 
conduct  a  ground  reconnaissance  of  the  area,  and  to  extract  the  bodies 
of  the  two  Rangers  who  had  been  killed. 

12.  (C)  CONCEPT  OP  OPERATION  AND  EXECUTION! 

At  0700  hours  on  2  April  the  Ccomanding  Officer,  Company  ?  (Ranger), 
75th  Infantry,  CPT  Paul  Schierhola,  was  alerted  by  3rd  Brigade,  25th 
Infantry  Division,  to  provide  an  element  to  exploit  intelligence  informa¬ 
tion  in  the  Renegade  Woods  (XT3032).  Prom  0700  to  0800  hours  a  light 
Scout  Team  (LST)  frtm  Troop  D,  3rd  Squadron,  4th  Cavalry,  flew  a  viaua^ 
reconnaissance  of  the  area  and  noted  no  activity  in  the  proposed  landing 
zone  (LZ),  but  saw  signs  of  recent  activity  in  a  large  clearing  approxi¬ 
mately  1000  meters  to  the  west  and  500  meters  to  the  south.  The  AH-1G 
Cobra  (Centaur  47)  and  OB-M  Light  Observation  Helicopter  (LGH)  (Centaur 
13)  saw  a  camouflaged  structure  just  west  of  this  clearing  aad  made 
rocket  and  grenade  passes  at  it,  uncovering  eight  to  ten  wildings,  Xhey 
then  returned  to  Cu  Chi  to  refuel. 

The  13-oan  Ranger  element,  composed  of  teams  38  aad  39  (»•«  Inclosure 
4),  boarded  two  UH-1H  helicopters  provided  by  D/3-4  Cav  at  0800  hours  and. 
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proceeded  to  the  Renegade  Woods,  escorted  by  the  LST,  .(See  Inclosure  5)* 
Upon  arriving  in  the  area  they  still  found  no  signs  of  enemy  activity 
near  the  proposed  LZ,  but  discovered  additional  footprints  in  the  other 
clearing  (XT291316)  along  with  a  lister  beg  lying  in  the  open  near  a 
well*  At  this  time  W01  Kenneth  Strand,  Aircraft  Commander  in  the  Cobra, 
advised  1LT  Philip  Norton,  the  Ranger  Team  Leader  who  was  riding  in  the 
lead  UH-1H  (Centaur  23)  to  supervise  the  insertion,  of  these  findings* 

1LT  Norton  decided  to  insert  the  team  at  the  new  location,  which  was 
accomplished  at  0835  hours  (see  Overlay  2)«  Following  standard  operating 
procedures  for  Ranger  insertions  there  was  no  preparation  of  the  landing 
zone. 


The  Rangers  deployed  from  the  helicopters,  immediately  found  signs  of 
recent  activity,  and  began  moving  west  towards  inhere  the  structures  had 
been  uncovered*  At  approximately  0840  hours  a  light  machine  gun  (IHG) 
opened  fire  on  the  lead  men,  1LT  Norton,  SOT  Fred  Stuckey  and  SP4  Donald 
Pimiy,  at  a  range  of  ten  to  15  meters  (see  Overlay  3).  In  this  initial 
burst  of  fire  SGT  Stuckey  was  wounded,  1LT  Norton's  AN/PRC-25  radio  was 
rendered  inoperable  when  the  cord  to  its  microphone  was  severed,  and  SP4 
Purdy's  extractor  mechanism  on  his  M-16  was  shattered.  SGT  Stuckey  and 
SP4  Purdy  destroyed  the  IMG  with  hand  grenades,  killing  its  crew,  but 
the  team  began  taking  fire  from  all  directions*  Since  a  LMG  is  usually 
found  with  at  least  a  reinforced  platoon,  too  large  a  force  for  the  team 
to  fight,  it  was  decided  that  they  should  withdraw  to  the  east  and  attempt 
to  maneuver  around  the  enemy*  SFC  Alvin  Floyd,  the  Assistant  Team  Leader, 
contacted  the  Cobra  with  the  remaining  radio  and  requested  that  suppressive 
fire  bo  placed  on  the  western  treeline,  and  that  a  reaction  force  be  sent 
into  the  area* 

The  team  sDlit  into  its  two  elements,  Team  39  under  1LT  Norton 
moving  eastward  while  Team  38  under  SFC  Floyd  provided  covering  fire  (see 
Overlay  4) •  The  initial  firefight  lasted  three  to  five  minutes  and 
died  down  to  isolated  sniping  ty  the  time  Teem  39  reached  the  eastern 
end  of  the  clearing  (100  meters  away)  and  began  deploying  into  the 
woods.  During  this  withdrawal  the  Cobra  mada  minigun  and  rocket  passes 
on  the  western  treeline  to  provide  cover*  At  this  time  its  40seq  auto¬ 
matic  grenade  launcher  jeamed  after  firing  only  one  of  the  250  rounds 
it  carried*  The  LOH  also  made  firing  passes  with  its  M-60  machine  guns. 

The  two  UH-1H  helicopters  (Centaur  23  and  24)  were  dispatched  to  Cu  Chi 
to  bring  out  a  reaction  force.  Centaur  23  had  intended  to  land  to  MBDEVAC 
SGT  Stuckey,  but  W01  Strand  refused  it  permission  because  no  assistance 
had  been  requested  and  ground  fire  was  too  intense* 

As  Team  39  entered  the  eastern  treeline  they  began  to  receive  a 
heavy  volume  of  fire  from  small  arms  and  two  or  possibly  three  IHjb. 

Team  38  had  just  reached  the  vicinity  of  a  large  bomb  crater,  approxi¬ 
mately  1 5  feet  deep  and  30  feet  vide,  when  a  combination  of  small  arms 


/  3^  P's 

CONFIDENTIAL 


OVERLAY  2 


NOT  DRAWN  TO  SCALE 


CONFIDENTIAL 


f\  -  U-T  MOKTOM^T  SrVKKEY 
a  -  TSArt*33 
C  ~  TEM3* 

/i  -  OWOERBRPSH 


OVERLAY  3  NOT  drawn  10  SCALE 


CONFlDEHTlAI- 


CONFIDENTIAL 


fossiHE 

LMOb 

A -MU 

8  -  CASUALTIES 

JNCSAWUSH 

overlay  4 

NOT  DRAW  A  to  SCALE 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFtoltfnML 

fir*  *ni  a  rocket  propelled  grenade  (B TO)  fir  ad  fra  the  north  kill  ad 
SFC  Floyd  and  SGT  Michaal  ftara  and  wounded  3P4  Donald  Tlnnay.  SFG 
Floyd' a  radio  was  daatroyad  by  the  explosion,  leaving  tha  teen  without 
radio  contact.  Sfappraaaiva  fira  waa  placad  by  tha  Bangers  in  all  direc¬ 
tions  to  enabla  all  of  than  to  withdraw  to  tha  crater  which  provided 
the  only  cover  in  the  area*  At  thia  tine  SFC  Colin  Hall  si Isneed  the 
weatern  LMG  and  killed  ita  craw  with  hand  grsnadss  and  H-16  fira,  and 
SGT  Charles  Avery  silenced  the  RPG-7  aid  M-79  firing  fron  the  northern 
IMG  site. 

Once  inside  the  lip  of  the  crater  1LT  Horton  dragged  SP4  Unsay 
to  safety  and  obtained  tha  microphone  fron  SFC  Floyd's  radio,  eaabllsg 
bln  to  regain  c canuaicat  ions .  Ha  repeated  his  request  for  a  reaction 
fores  and  gunahip  support,  and  additionally  requested  MSDK7AC  for  the 
three  nen  struck  by  tha  RFC*  Tha  Cobra  expended  the  rest  of  Its  rockets 
and  minigun  aanunition  (4000  rounds)  in  laying  suppressive  fire.  The 
LGB  nade  passes  with  ita  H-60s  expending  600  rounds.  It  also  began 
jettisoning  extra  araunitlon  in  preparation  for  an  attenpt  to  accomplish 
tha  MBDBVAC  by  leaving  one  of  ita  gunners  on  tha  ground  to  naka  space 
for  the  wounded.  The  UB-1H  helicopters  heard  tha  call  and  returned  on 
station,  having  gotten  as  far  towards  Cu  Chi  as  tha  french  Factory 
(XT3532). 

Tbs  Bangers  inside  the  crater  were  taking  nail  eras  fire  fron  all 
directions  szd  hand  grenade  fire  fron  a  finger  of  the  woods  to  tha 
southwest.  However,  their  suppressive  fire  succeeded  in  silencing  the 
crew-served  weapons.  A  KVA  soldier  merged  fron  the  southern  treeline 
to  throw  a  hand  grenade,  but  was  wounded  and  then  killed  by  two  hand 
grenades  thrown  by  SGT  Stuckey.  PFC  Raymond  Alison  expended  the  700 
rounds  of  M-60  araunitlon  he  carried  and  a  50-round  belt  h»?  removed  free 
SGT  Thanes'  body,  and  was  reduced  to  using  his  .45  caliber  pistol,  FFC 
Steven  Feres  expended  all  his  M-79  araunitlon  and  PFC  Kenneth  Langland 
fired  860  rounds  before  his  M-60  malfunctioned.  By  about  0920  hours  the 
team  had  expended  most  of  their  ammunition  and  were  having  n&ny  weapons 
failures.  The  LST  had  expended  their  araunitlon  and  vere  making  dry 
gun  runs  in  an  attenpt  to  suppress  the  enemy  fire. 

At  0922  hours  Centaur  23'  a  Commander,  V01  Jamie  Tons'll}1,  and  its 
Pilot,  CPT  Philip  Tocco,  landed  after  a  low-level  approach  to  pick  up 
the  wounded.  (See  Overlay  5.)  The  helicopter  received  four  hits  from 
ground  fire  during  the  extraction  (see  Diagram  1),  and  was  latsr  examined 
by  experts  from  Bell  Aircraft  who  expressed  amasraent  that  it  was  still 
able  to  fly.  The  ship  landed  ten  to  15  feet  from  the  lip  of  the  crater, 
and  1LT  Morton  gave  his  men  the  order  to  board,  since  they  were  in  an 
untenable  position.  SP5  Charles  Lowe,  the  Crew  Chief,  maintained  fire 
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with  hif  &-6Q  on  the  treeline  ten  meters  away  while  the  doorgunner,  PPG 
Richard  Adame ,  a  former  member  of  Team  38,  jumped  off  the  ship  to  assist 
in  getting  SP4  Tinney  aboard.  After  spending  30  seconds  on  the  ground  the 
overloaded  UH-1H  lifted  off  with  maximum  torque  and  severe  vertical  vi¬ 
bration  and  cleared  the  treeline  with  11  Rangers  and  its  crew  of  four 
aboard.  One  of  Its  H-60  machine  guns  jammed  as  it  was  lifting  off,  but 
the  Rangers  continued  firing  their  individual  weapons.  The  two  dead  men 
were  left  on  the  ground  along  with  some  of  the  destroyed  or  damaged 
weapons  and  equipment*  All  the  helicopters  were  running  low  on  fuel 
and  departed  for  Cu  Chi,  arriving  there  about  1000  hours.  Centaur  23 
had  to  stop  near  Trang  Bang  (XT4919)  to  administer  initial  first  aid  to 
SP4  Tinney  and  to  redistribute  the  passengers,  some  of  whom  were  literally 
hanging  on,  before  landing  at  the  12th  Evacuation  Hospital. 

At  0900  hours  1LT  David  Parsons,  a  Forward  Air  Controller  (FAC), 
arrived  on  station  over  the  contact  area  in  an  07-10  and  expended  1500 
rounds  of  minigun  ammunition  straffing  &f +er  vhe  extraction.  He  received 
small  arms  and  automatic  weapons  fire  froi  ’  ground.  Also  at  0900 
hours,  Companies  B  and  C,  2nd  Battalion,  27th  Infantry,  were  alerted 
that  they  were  to  be  inserted  into  the  area  as  the  reaction  force.  Company 
B  had  conducted  Ambush  Patrols  (APs)  in  an  area  nine  kilometers  south  of 
the  contact  area  and  were  alerted  to  move  to  a  pick-up  point  for  airlift. 
Company  C  bmd  been  serving  as  a  blocking  force  for  an  ARVN  contact  four 
kilometers  to  the  southwest.  Additionally,  Company  A  which  had  just  come 
into  Cu  Chi  on  standdown  was  placed  on  alert.  The  battalion  had  been 
preparing  to  conduct  operations  in  the  same  general  area  on  that  day. 

At  0925  hours  LTC  George  Custer  III,  Commanding  Officer,  2nd  Battalion, 

27th  Infantry,  flying  in  a  Command  and  Control  helicopter  from  Company  A, 
25th  Aviation  Battalion,  took  off  to  supervise  the  action,  and  he  remained 
on  station  for  the  majority  of  the  five-day  encounter. 

Company  C,  utilizing  three  UB-1H  ships,  began  helilifiing  to  a  LZ 
located  in  the  vicinity  of  XT298313  (see  Overlay  6).  Artillery  fire  from 
Fire  Support  Bases  (FSBs)  Hull  and  Hampton  provided  a  blocking  fire  into 
which  the  enemy  was  to  be  driven.  By  1100  hours  the  1st  and  3rd  Platoons, 
Company  C,  hud  assembled  began  moving  west  towards  the  area  of  the 
Ranger  contact,  while  part  of  the  2nd  Platoon  moved  along  a  parallel 
course  300  meters  north.  At  1140  hours  both  elements  became  engaged. 

The  heavier  contact  involved  the  southern  group,  which  had  been  moving 
forward  in  a  two-column  formation  through  a  series  of  open  areas  bordered 
by  hedgerows  (XT297313).  The  lead  platoon,  the  1st,  was  immediately 
pinned  down  by  a  LMG  firing  from  the  right  fronto  The  initial  burst 
of  fire  killed  the  point  man  of  the  right  column  and  wounded  the  other 
point  man.  The  Platoon  Leader,  1LT  Ronnie  Clark,  was  also  wounded  in  the 
stomach  by  this  burst  which  initiated  a  20^minute  flrcfightv  At  1217 
hours  urgent  MEDEVAC  was  requested  by  the  Company  Commander. 
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When  this  action  bogsa,  2/C/2-27  Inf  began  receiving  small  arm*  fire 
from  the  vest  (to  their  front),  but  most  fell  short.  The  Platoon  Leader, 

2LT  Monte  Hack,  requested  gunship  cover  to  enable  him  to  pull  back  and 
link  up  with  the  rest  of  the  Cony  any.  He  withdrew,  but  was  unable  to 
rejoin  the  Company  until  about  1400  hours  when  Company  B  was  lifted  into 
the  action.  At  that  time  his  wounded  man  and  five  heat  casualties  were 
evacuated.  The  3rd  Platoon  which  had  been  on  the  right  flank  of  the  1st 
pulled  back  and  maneuvered  in  again  on  its  left.  2LT  Ronald  Kolb,  with 
3/C/2-27  Inf  was  killed  during  this  maneuver,  and  SSG  JlaLvyn  Kalili, 

Platoon  Sergeant  of  the  1st  Platoon,  was  killed  when  he  vent  to  aid  the 
wounded  point  man.  The  intense  enemy  fire  was  very  accurate  and  veil- 
directed.  The  men  of  Company  C  were  effectively  pinned  down  and  had 
difficulty  locating  the  source  of  the  enemy  fire.  They  remained  pinned 
down  by  the  sniper  fire  following  the  firefight  for  over  sir  hours  and 
had  ix tr erne  difficulty  extracting  their  casualties.  The  dead  point  man 
mu*  left  overnight  because  it  was  impossible  to  reach  his  body. 

At  1145  hours  a  Light  Fire  Team  (LFT)  composed  of  two  0H®1C  gunships 
from  the  118  th  Assault  Helicopter  Company  were  orbiting  the  contact  area 
trying  to  locate  ground  fire  with  other  aviation  elements  and  CPT  William 
Wilson,  a  FAC.  One  of  the  gunships  was  shot  down  by  small  arms  fire,  hut 
the  pilot  was  able  to  set  it  down  in  a  clearing  about  800  meters  west  of 
the  contact  sits  (XT287314),  and  the  crew  safely  evaded  one  hedgerow 
westward  where  the  other  gunship  rescued  them.  The  UH-1C#s  left  side 
rocket  pod  was  on  fire  and  the  rpckets  "cooked  off"  after  the  crew  had 
left.  The  FAC  and  other  gunships  expended  in  support  of  the  rescue. 

At  1200  hours  CPT  Wendell  Brown  (FAC)  was  on  station  over  the  contact 
area  and  inquired  if  the  ground  commander  wanted  tactical  air  strikes  in 
addition  to  the  LFT  from  Company  B,  25th  Aviation  Battalion,  then  on  sta¬ 
tion.  He  requested  two  immediate  air  strikes  in  addition  to  the  one  already 
schedualed.  These  he  directed  on  target  at  1315,  1330,  and  1345  hours  in 
an  area  west  of  the  contact  (see  Overlay  7  and  Inclosure  3).  At  1337, 

1357  and  1421  hours  resupply  ships  from  Company  A,  25th  Aviation  Battalion, 
brought  in  extra  ammunition  and  evacuated  seven  wounded  men  and  five  heat 
casualties  to  Tay  Ninh. 

Company  B,  2nd  battalion,  27th  Infantry,  which  had  been  waiting  at 
its  pick-up  sons  since  0900  hours  was  finally  airlifted  into  a  LZ  (XT298- 
315)  to  assist  Company  C.  The  seven  UH-1H  helicopters  took  the  Cotmandlng 
Officer,  CPT  Charles  Creswell,  and  hia  command  element  with  the  1st  and 
part  of  the  2nd  Platoons  on  the  first  lift.  After  an  hour-long  flight,  it 
inserted  at  1423  hours.  The  second  lift  brought  in  the  remainder  of  the 
company  and  1SG  Domingo  Rodrigues-Colon  at  1820  hours.  The  element  from 
the  initial  lift  formed  on  line  with  2/B/2-27  Inf  on  the  right  and  moved 
forward  300  meters  until  they  reached  Company  C  (see  Overlay  6). 
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At  approximately  1445  boors  they  began  to  receive  small  arms  and  aute~ 
matic  weapons  fire,  and  assaulted  bypassing  the  strongpolnt  which 

was  keeping  Company  C  pinned  down.  The  1st  Platoon  worked  through  the  open 
area  to  its  front  by  fire  and  maneuver,  but  was  forced  to  halt  when  the  2nd 
Ilatoon  became  pinned  down  temporarily,  causing  its  fire  to  inpact  close  to 
the  front  of  the  1st  Ilatoon* s  positions.  While  they  were  halted,  the  enemy 
attempted  to  maneuver  around  their  right  flank.  Two  men  who  emerged  from 
the  hedgerow  were  killed  by  the  fire  of  l/B/jJ-27  Inf ^  one  of  whom  appeared 
to  be  either  a  junior  officer  or  NCO  who  «u  attempting  to  lead  his  men. 
Other  enemy  soldiers  were  chased  oat  of  the  hedgerow  ami  two  more  were 
killed  by  gunship  fire  when  they  attempted  to  flee  west.  This  firefight 
cost  the  1st  Ilatoon  one  machine  gunner  wounded. 

The  2nd  Ilatoon  was  finally  able  to  move  up  on  line,  but  highly  ac¬ 
curate  sniper  fire  immediately  pinned  them  down,  killing  SP4  John  Lyons, 
the  RTO  (radioman),  and  2LT  Qrvil  Kitchen,  the  Forward  Observer  (FO)  from 
Battery  B,  2nd  Battalion,  77th  Artillery,  in  rapid  succession.  The  by¬ 
passed  "hot  corner",  where  the  initial  LMG  fire  had  come  from,  hid  been 
quiet  for  some  time,  so  SGT  Stephen  Adams,  a  squad  leader  from  the  1st 
Ilatoon,  Company  B,  and  SP4  Richard  Mast,  a  medic  from  HHC  attached  to 
his  platoon,  attempted  to  retrieve  the  body  of  the  dead  point  man.  The 
LMG  opened  fire  on  them  and  kept  them  pinned  down  until  SP4  Armando  Noriega, 
a  machine  gunner  from  l/B/2-27  Inf  fired  to  his  rear  with  his  M-60  and  an 
M-16  which  he  took  from  Ms  assistant  gunner  and  silenced  it*  This  action 
also  enabled  the  forward  elements  to  conmence  a  fighting  withdrawal  as 
they  began  to  run  out  of  ammunition.  They  were  forced  to  leave  two  bodies 
at  the  limit  of  the  farthest  advance,  as  well  as  the  dead  point  man,  and 
abandon  some  equipment.  MEDEVAC  of  casualties  took  place  at  H533,  1545 
and  1631  hours  as  the  wounded  and  the  bodies  of  the  KlAs  were  brought 
back  to  the  LZ. 

At  1 525  hours  Company  A,  2nd  Battalion,  27th  Infantry,  was  alerted  to 
move  to  a  pick-up  zone  at  Cu  Chi  and  began  lifting  on  two  UH=1H  helicopters 
at  1600  hours.  By  3451 5  hours  thp  last  of  the  company  had  inserted  into  a 
LZ  approximately  one  kilometer  southwest  of  Companies  B  and  C.  The  with¬ 
drawal  of  these  two  Companies  to  a  night  defensive  position  (NDP)  in  the 
vicinity,  of  their  LZ  was  covered  by  artillery  fire  from  FSB  Hull  and  FSB 
Hampton,  and  air  strikes  placed  on  enemy  positions  400-600  meters  west  by 
1LT  Hamby  Fagg  at  1700  hours  and  again  at  1805  hours.  This  second  strike 
which  was  made  by  four  F-IOOs  struck  positions  marked  by  a  Cobra  in  the 
area  of  the  camouflaged  structures.  During  this  last  strike  1LT  Fagg  ex¬ 
pended  1000  rounds  covering  Company  B's  right  flank  with  a  Cobra.  They 
spotted  a  group  of  enemy  maneuvering  to  attack,  and  broke  it  up  after  the 
ground  troops  had  marked  their  positions  with  smoke. 

At  1820  hours  the  second  lift  of  Company  B  arrived  at  the  LZ  and  was 
directed  by  MAJ  Howard  McAllister,  the  2nd  Battalion,  27th  Infantry,  S-3 
who  had  assumed  command  on  the  ground,  to  begin  securing  a  NDP  for  the 
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engaged  troops  to  withdraw  to*  L1C  Castar  reported  that  the  contact  was 
broken  off  at  1840  hours*  and  a  four-ship  resupply  Mission  brought  ammu¬ 
nition,  food  and  water  into  the  »P*  Beinf ore wsents  were  brought  in  for 
Company  C  fron  the  Battalion  rear*  and  1LT  Cy  Veisner,  Conpasy  C  Xxeen- 
tire  Officer  (IC),  replaced  the  wounded  1LI  Clark  in  coanand  of  l/C/2-27 
Inf*  Helicopter  gunships  and  flareshlps  renained  on  station  during  the 
night  bat  there  was  no  contact*  CPT  John  MacLeod  directed  the  final  air- 
strike  of  the  day  at  1900  hours  and  Bade  rocket  and  aachine  gun  runs  when 
the  fighters  received  ground  fire* 

The  Mission  of  the  2nd  Battalion,  27th  Infantry,  was  to  conduct  a 
ground  reconnaissance  on  3  April  of  the  previous  day's  contact  area,  and 
to  retrieve  the  five  bodies  left  overnight*  The  task  force  was  composed 
of  Companies  A,  B,  C,  and  Company  B,  2nd  Battalion  (Mechanised),  22nd 
Infantry*  which  was  made  QPCQI.  Plans  called  for  B/c/j&-27  Inf  to  sweep 
west  from  their  position  through  the  area  of  their  firefight  to  the  site  of 
the  Ranger  contact*  There  they  would  link  up  with  Company  A  and  B/&»22 
Inf  (M)  moving  up  from  the  south  (sea  Overlay  8)* 

At  0745  hours  a  1ST  from  D/3-4  Cav  engaged  three  enemy  in  the  vicin¬ 
ity  of  ZT292320.  They  received  ineffective  small  aims  xire  from  the  enemy 
and  killed  all  three.  CPT  Bobby  Hawkins,  FAC,  arrived  on  station  at  0945 
hours  ss  the  ground  troops  began  moving  forward,  and  shut  off  artillery 
fire  to  clear  the  air  for  friendly  aircraft.  At  1000  hours  ha  sent  the 
day’ 8  first  air  strike  (aee  Overlay  9)  into  the  area,  resulting  in  two 
enemy  KIA  (BC)  •  His  rocket  and  machine  gun  passes  which  were  required  to 
suppress  ground  firs  directed  at  the  aircraft  resulted  in  another  possible 
enaay  KIA*  Companies  B  and  C  had  meanwhile  moved  up  to  the  contact  area 
and  paused  ifcile  the  air  strikes  were  brought  in,  and  then  moved  forward 
to  evacuate  the  three  bodies  Heft  in  the  area  the  previous  afternoon*  They 
paused  again  at  1100  hours  to  let  additional  air  assets  be  brought  in* 

CPT  MacLeod  brought  in  an  air  strike  at  1100  hours  on  positions  marked 
with  smoke  ty  a  LSI  from  Troop  D,  3rd  Squadron,  4th  Cavalry,  and  in  re¬ 
sponse  to  ground  requests  for  additional  napalm  had  two  more  air  strikes 
brought  into  the  area  by  1300  hours*  At  1100  hours  a  LS?  from  D/3=4  Cav 
engaged  two  enemy  near  an  oxcart  in  the  vicinity  of  XT275308,  killing  both. 
The  KVA  were  attempting  to  fire  an  RPG  at  the  L0K  when  they  were  killed  by 
rockets  and  minigun  fire  from  the  Cobra*  A  ,51  caliber  machine  gun  mount* 
six  RFC  rounds  ana  i  pound  of  documents  were  evacuated  to  Cu  Chi  from  this 
encounter.  CPT  MacLeod  engaged  two  enemy  in  a  bunker  (XS283>18)  at  1146 
hours*  killing  both  of  them*  The  weather  had  cleared  by  this  time, 
the  follow-up  missions  to  avoid  the  necessity  of  making  low-level  approaches 
which  had  plagued  pilots  earlier  in  the  day*  The  first  element  of  fighters 
at  1300  hours  produced  multiple  secondary  explosions. 

During  their  pause  to  allow  the  air  assets  to  be  brought  in.  Companies 
B  and  C  policed  the  contact  area  and  garnered  up  abandoned  equipment  for 
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evacuation.  They  alto  ate  a  hot  meal  at  noon  which  was  brought  forward 
from  the  LZ  by  their  respective  security  elements.  Company  C  utilized 
its  1st  Platoon  for  this  task,  with  the  2nd  and  3rd  Platoons  retaining  on 
line.  Company  B  kept  three  platoons  as  a  striking  force  and  had  its 
Weapons  Platoon  (without  heavy  weapons)  acting  as  a  rear  security  element. 
The  equipment  was  evacuated  between  1400  and  1430  hours,  with  the  two 
companies  (minus  security  elements)  sweeping  forward  to  the  area  of  the 
Ranger  contact  where  they  Hiked  up  with  A/2-27  Inf  and  B/2-22  Inf  (M) 
which  had  swept  up  from  the  south  across  their  front.  Two  armored  personnel 
carriers  (AFCs)  broke  down  during  the  sweep  and  2/B/2-27  Inf  provided 
security  for  them  until  they  were  repaired. 

At  approximately  1400  hours,  CPT  Brown  and  1LT  Parsons  received  per- 
mission  to  engage  a  bunker  complex  (XT2903H)  which  1LT  Parsons  had  seen 
one  NVA  run  into  earlier.  Aftpf  having  3/2-27  Inf  mark  its  positions  with 
smoke,  CPT  Brown  made  an  initial  rocket  pass  which  flushed  four  or  five 
enemy  into  the  open.  The  two  FACs  made  ten  passes  apiece  on  the  target, 
chasing  several  more  enemy  into  the  open,  and  receiving  fire  from  small 
arms,  U4Gs,  and  RPGs.  Initially,  the  enemy  ran  towards  Company  B,  which 
engaged  them  with  organic  weapons  at  141 5  hours.  Six  enemy  were  killed 
by  the  ground  troops  before  they  fled.  Several  weapons  were  found  in  the 
bunkers,  indicating  that  the  enemy  was  attempting  to  strike  Company  B  on 
the  northern  flank. 

After  the  bodies  of  the  two  dead  Rangers  were  recovered  by  Company  A, 
the  ground  troops  swept  west  to  the  doumfi  UH-1C.  They  provided  security 
while  it  was  disarmed  and  recovered  by  X'CH-47.  Recovery  took  place  at 
1815  hours  with  1LT  Parsons  flying  cover.  At  this  time  all  four  companies 
returned  to  the  clearing  where  the  Ranger  contact  had  occurred  and  esta¬ 
blished  a  KDP  with  AFCs  positioned  around  the  perimeter. 

During  the  afternoon's  sweep  of  the  area,  there  were  several  isolated 
contacts.  Company  A  engaged  three  enemy  in  a  bunker  (XT292312)  located  by 
a  LST  from  D/3 -4  Cav.  Us^ng  small  arms  fire  at  1517  hours,  they  killed 
three  enemy  without  taking  any  casualties.  A  ChiCoa  claymore  mine  and 
documents  identifying  the  10,  Cl 3  Company,  3  Battalion,  271  Regiment, 
were  evacuated  and  three  RFG  rounds  destroyed.  At  H528  hours  Company  B, 

2nd  Battalion  (Mechanized),  22nd  Infantry,  engaged  four  enemy  (XT294313) 
with  organic  weapons,  killing  all  four.  The  enemy  small  arms  fire  pro¬ 
duced  negative  casualties,  and  a  cache  containing  49  RPC  rounds,  70  82am 
mortar  rounds,  and  100  60nu  mortar  rounds  was  uncovered  and  evacuated.  At 
1 529  hours  a  LST  from  D/3-4  Cav  located  eight  er-eoy  killed  by  artillery  at 
XT289316.  The  force  sweeping  from  the  south  engaged  another  group  of  four 
enemy  at  1535  hours  at  XT293314»  Company  A  killed  three  of  the  enemy  and 
captured  one  CKC  rifle  without  receiving  any  return  fire.  Company  B,  2nd 
Battelion  (Mechanized),  22nd  Infantry,  captured  the  fourth,  who  was  taken 
to  Tay  Ninh  for  interrogation. 
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Two  pounds  of  documents,  two  RPG  launchers,  five  AK-47  rifles,  two 
SKS  rifles,  three  ChiCom  claymores,  19  ChiCom  hand  grenades,  one  ChiCom 
field  radio  with  S.O.I.,  1 500  rounds  of  email  arms  ammunition,  400  rounds 
of  ,51  caliber  ammnition,  one  loaded  -RPD  magazine,  23  rounds  of  75mm 
recoilless  rifle  ammunition,  four  pounds  of  medical  supplies,  a  beg  of 
miscellaneous  machine  gun  parts,  20  pounds  of  polished  rice,  two  NVA 
backpacks,  four  NVA  canteens,  five  NVA  ponchos,  three  NVA  shovels,  two 
flashlights,  and  six  pounds  of  clothing  and  miscellaneous  web  gear  were 
gathered  during  the  sweep  of  the  battlefield  and  evacuated  to  Cu  Chi. 

One  enemy  body  was  also  discovered  at  IT29131 5. 

After  spending  an  uneventful  night,  all  companies  moved  out  from  the 
NDP  to  continue  their  ground  reconnaissance  of  the  immediate  area  on  the 
morning  of  4  April.  Company  C  prepared  to  move  to  Cu  Chi  Base  Camp  to 
conduct  a  24-hour  maintenance  standdown,  and  Company  A.  2nd  Battalion 
(Mechanized),  22nd  Infantry  moved  from  Patrol  Base  (PB)  Blue  (XT258290) 
to  replace  them.  At  0830  hours  A/2-27  Inf  located  one  enemy  (IA  in  blue 
shorts  and  a  blue  shirt  which  was  credited  to  thalr  contact  at  1517  hours 
the  previous  day.  At  the  same  time  B/2-27  Inf  located  another  body  at 
XT289314  which  was  credited  to  artillery  fired  at  1548  hours  on  3  April, 

At  0915  hours  one  field  telephone  switchboard  with  batteries,  two  terminal 
boxes,  one  82mm  mortar  sight,  five  pounds  of  documents,  and  one  unknown 
type  of  booster  which  had  been  found  during  the  morning  bv  the  two  com¬ 
panies  ware  evacuated  to  Cu  Chi,  Another  cache  (XT287317)  containing  43 
rounds  of  82mm,  30  rounds  of  60mm  and.  three  rounds  of  75on  ammunition 
plus  an  82mm  mortar  sight  and  one  ton  of  unbagged  rice  was  discovered 
by  the  two  companies  at  1136  hours  and  destroyed.  At  noon  the  companies 
returned  to  their  NDP  for  auhnt  meal  brought  in  by  helicopter. 

The  two  air  strike*  of  the  day  were  flown  at  1100  hours  and  1300 
hours  before  weather  conditions  became  too  poor  (see  Overaly  10).  CPT 
Brown  directed  the  first  on  targets  marked  by  helicopters  from  D/3,4  Cav, 
CPT  MacLeod  directed  the  second,  which  produced  one  large  secondary  ex¬ 
plosion  and  several  smaller  ones.  He  had  the  F-IOOs  make  strafing  ruis 
with  their  20aw  cannon,  but  they  were  unable  to  cause  any  more  explosions. 
An  artillery  spotter  in  a  LQH  made  a  visual  reconnaissance  of  the  area  and 
saw  numerous  boxes  scattered  on  the  ground,  leading  to  the  assumption 
that  a  supply  bunker  had  been  destroyed. 

In  the  afternoon  sweep  (see  Overlay  1l)  Companies  A  and  B,  2nd  Bat¬ 
talion,  27th  Infantry,  moved  northwest  to  establish  a  line,  and  then 
began  sweeping  southwest  towards  two  large  clearings.  Companies  A  and  B, 
2nd  Battalion. (Mechanized) ,  22nd  Infantry  provided  security  for  them  and 
then  continued  towards  PB  Blue  for  the  night.  During  the  sweep  B/2-27  Inf 
located  several  bodies  and  miscellaneous  equipment*  At  1220  hours  they 
located  tan  KIA  (BC)  at  XT287317,  of  which  six  were  credited  to  thair 
3mall  arms  fire,  two  to  the  artillery,  and  two  to  air  strikes.  At  1230 
hours  two  bodies  were  located  (XT279313)  which  had  been  killed  by  D/3-4 
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Cav,  and  one  RPG-2  launcher  was  evacuated.  Fifteen  minutes  later  at 
XT289315  one  pound  of  documents,  660  small  arms  rounds,  nine  82mm  mortar 
rounds,  and  one  RPG  round  were  evacuated  to  Cu  Chi,  A/B/2-27  Inf  halted 
at  1600  hours  in  the  large  clearings  to  eat  their  evening  meal  which  was 
brought  in  on  resupply  helicopters.  At  this  time  the  evening  rainstorm 
set  in. 

During  this  meal,  A/B/2-27  Inf  used  binoculars  to  select  sites  for 
platoon-sized  ambush  patrols  which  would  be  set  out  that  night  in  the 
clearings.  At  1930  hours  the  patrols  moved  oat*  Company  B  selected 
locations  for  its  platoons  along  the  northwest  edge  of  their  clearing 
(see  Overlay  12),  The  1st  Platoon  set  up  an  L-sh&ped  ambush  at  the 
clearing  entrance  (XJ275301 ) ,  the  2nd  Platoon  chose  an  area  to  their 
northeast  (XT273314),  and  the  3rd  Platoon  with  the  command  element 
remained  between  them  (XT277312).  By  2000  hours,  the  1st  and  2nd  Platoons 
bad  become  established  in  their  locations,  but  the  3rd  still  had  not 
found  a  suitable  site. 

Just  after  dark  (approximately  2010  hours),  l/B/2-27  Inf  saw  an  un¬ 
identified  element  moving  towards  their  postions  from  the  southwest.  The 
Platoon  Leader,  2LT  Dennis  Heitner,  wanted  clearance  before  engaging  the 
estimated  20  mem  because  there  were  indications  that  they  might  be  allied 
troops.  Before  he  could  contact  the  Company  Commander,  his  men  informed 
him  that  the  force  was  composed  of  200=250  heavily  equipped  NVA,  2LT 
Heitner  ordered  his  men  to  lay  down  and  let  the  enemy  pass.  The  column, 
which  had  no  forward  or  flank  security  and  was  observing  lax  route  disci¬ 
pline,  passed  in  such  close  proximity  to  the  platoon's  position  that  they 
walked  over  the  wires  strung  out  to  the  platoon's  claymore  mines.  The 
enemy  force  paused  for  approximately  45  seconds  near  the  platoon's  posi¬ 
tion  to  allow  stragglers  to  close  up,  and  the  AP  saw  that  they  were  heavily 
laden  with  I>iGs,  mortars,  and  large  quantities  of  ammunition  being  trans¬ 
ported  on  stretchers.  As  the  two-man  rear  security  element  of  the  300 
meter  long  column  came  abreast  of  his  position  (about  2035  hours),  2LT 
Heitner  told  his  men  to  get  on  the  other  side  of  their  berm  and  open  fire 
on  the  enemy  who  were  disappearing  into  a  large  wooded  area  to  the  east. 

He  initiated  fire  with  his  M-60  machine  guns  and  H*79s,  followed  by  a 
general  engagement  with  small  arms*  The  en<*y  replied  with  small  arms 
and  RIG  fire* 

The  other  two  platoons,  concentrated  at  the  3rd  Platoon  location, 
set  up  a  cross  fire*  Company  A,  2nd  Battalion  (Mechanized),  22nd  Infantry, 
was  recalled  to  the  scene,  and  helicopter  gunships,  flareships  and  ar¬ 
tillery  were  brought  in*  A/2-27  Inf  never  saw  the  enemy,  most  of  whom 
had  evaded  into  the  woods  when  the  contact  was  initiated*  B/2-27  Inf 
gathered  at  the  3rd  Platoon  site  and  were  joined  there  by  A/2-22  Inf  (M). 

The  mechanized  company  had  taken  sniper  fire  which  wounded  two  men  in 
its  effort  to  join  B/2-27  Inf,  but  had  seen  few  enemy*  Resupply  was  brought 
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in  to  the  consolidated  NDP,  but  no  further  activity  occured  that  night. 

It  was  the  opinion  of  the  officers  of  Company  6  that  the  element  they 
engaged  was  returning  to  its  base  camp  and  was  completely  unaware  of  the 
presence  of  any  allied  units  in  the  area.  It  is  possible  that  this  unit 
was  part  of  the  force  which  attacked  FSB  Jay  (XT0375)  on  30  March. 

On  3  April,  Companies  A  and  B,  2nd  Battalion  (Mechanized),  22nd 
Infantry,  and  Companies  B  and  C,  2nd  Battalion,  27th  Infantry,  were  ordered 
.  to  continue  their  ground  reconnaissance  of  the  contact  area,  concentrating 

on  the  vicinity  of  the  previous  night's  encounter.  Company  A,  2-27  Inf, 
would  go  to  Cu  Chi  Base  Camp  for  a  24-hour  maintenance  stand down  and  be 
»  relieved  in  place  at  noon  by  Company  C. 

At  0925  hours  a  LST  from  D/3-4  Cav  located  two  enemy  KIA  (XT292299) 
which  were  credited  to  A/2-22  Inf  (M)  from  the  previous  evening's  action. 

At  0940  hours  B/2-27  Inf  located  one  eMQr  KIA  from  the  night  before  and 
received  one  Hoi  Chanh,  badly  burned  by  napalm  (XT275307).  They  also 
captured  two  AK-47  rifles  and  one  pistol  belt.  Four  bodies  of  enemy 
soldiers  killed  by  air  strikes  were  located  between  1100  and  1200  hours. 
Company  B  discovered  two  at  XT281306,  and  Company  A  found  one  at  XT280304 
and  another  at  XT282306. 

Two  air  strikes  were  delivered  at  split  locations  (see  Overlay  13) 
during  the  morning.  CPT  Hawkins  directed  one  at  1100  hours  which  destroyed 
a  large  supply  bunker  and  produced  a  large  secondary  explosion.  1LT  Par¬ 
sons  directed  the  second  at  1200  hours. 

After  the  noon  meal,  the  ground  forces  continued  to  sw  >  vest  towards 
their  eventual  ND?  (XT270320).  At  1500  hours  LYC  Custer's  Command  and 
Control  ship  engaged  and  killed  one  enemy  with  three  flame  baths  at 
XT296301 •  There  was  no  return  fire.  Q»e  half-hour  later  A/2-22  Inf  (M) 
located  five  enemy  KIA  from  their  engagement  on  4  April  (XT276303). 

They  also  captured  ten  rucksacks  and  destroyed  35  HPG  boosters.  At  1 545 
hours,  a  UH-lH  from  the  25th  Aviation  Battalion  flying  over  XT289301  at 
an  altitude  of  500  feet  and  a  speed  of  50  knots  received  small  arms  fire 
from  an  unknown  location.  No  damage  occurred  and  there  was  no  return  fire. 
The  final  action  of  the  day  occurred  when  Battery  C,  2nd  Battalion,  77th 
Artillery  engaged  a  suspected  enemy  location  (11296308),  killing  two  at 
1745  hours. 

Plans  for  the  final  day  of  the  action,  6  April,  called  for  Company  B, 
2nd  Battalion,  27th  Infantry,  to  return  to  Cu  Chi  for  a  24-hour  maintenance 
standdovn.  The  remaining  companies  (C/2-27  Inf  and  A/B/2-22  Inf  (M))  were 
to  make  a  sweep  through  the  area  and  move  vest  to  NDPs. 

At  0730  hours  A/B/2-22  Inf  (M)  received  one  Hoi  Chanh  in  their  NDP 
(XT295283).  He  was  evacuated  to  Cu  Chi  for  interrogation.  Exploiting 
information  obtained  from  him,  Company  &  evaouated  one  light  machine 
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gun  at  1500  hours  IXT301286).  the  only  other  Incident  during  the  day  oc¬ 
curred  at  1341  hours  when  Coonary  8  detonated  a  tripwtred  hand  grenade  and 
had  two  men  wounded  (XT282302),  Three  air  strikes  were  flown  (see  Overlay 
14)  at  0900,  0930  and  1300  hours,  the  last  of  which  produced  a  large  sec¬ 
ondary  explosion, 

T3.  (C)  RESULTS:  (See  Inclosures  6  and  7) 

Ibis  action  was  a  successful  ground  reconnaissance  operation  carried 
out  by  3rd  Brigade  elements.  Enemy  personnel  losses  during  the  five-day 
operation  were  101  KIA  (BC),  one  prisoner-of-war  captured,  and  two  Hoi 
Chanh  received  by  US  forces.  Large  amounts  of  enen^y  equipment  were  also 
captured  or  destroyed,  US  forces  suffered  11  men'ldllet)  and  35  wounded, 
of  whom  18  were  treated  and  returned  to  duty  imed lately,  but  one  of  whom 
subsequently  died  of  wounds,  (See  Inclosure  8) 

The  271  YC/NVA  Regiment  was  hurt  by  this  operation  which  inflicted 
heavy  peraonnal  and  material  Josses  and  destroyed  the  base  area  of  the 
2  and  3  Battalions,  This  operation  has  Impaired  the  enemy's  offensive 
capability  in  the  Hieu  Thien  District  of  Tay  Rich  Province. 

14.  (C)  ANALYSIS: 

This  operation  succeeded  because  the  morale,  initiative,  esprit-de- 
corps  and  fighting  qualities  of  the  individual  soldier  proved  equal  to 
the  test,  and  because  of  outstanding  support  from  air  assets  and  artillery. 
The  enemy  force  was  aggressive,  veil-equipped,  highly  trained,  and  well- 
entrenched,  The  massive,  concentrated  firepower  which  was  utilized  by 
the  ground  troops  enabled  them  to  batter  the  enemy  while  minimizing  casu¬ 
alties. 

The  initial  contacts  of  both  the  Rangers  and  Companies  B  and  C,  2nd 
Battalion,  27th  Infantry,  resulted  in  heavy  expenditures  of  ammunition, 
particularly  M*6C  H-79  rounds0  The  enemy  apparently  was  inadequately 
supplied  viih  mcrtars  and  M=79a,  since  ha  made  little  use  of  them,  es¬ 
pecially  in  the  Ranger  contact  when  they  would  have  been  decisive.  Both 
uis  Ranger  team  and  B/C/2-27  Inf  experienced  sniper  fire  which  was  highly 
effective,  and  had  enemy  ground  elements  trying  to  maneuver  around  their 
flanks.  Air  assets  proved  invaluable  in  providing  flank  security.  The 
team  from  Company  F  (Ranger),  75th  Infantry,  felt  that  their  early  inser¬ 
tion  caught  the  enemy  by  surprise,  since  the  extensive  positions  around 
the  clearing  were  only  partly  manned.  By  contrast  B/C/2-27  Inf  found  the 
p^ltions  they  assaulted  prepared  and  fully  manned. 

The  Forward  Air  Controllers  encountered  unusual  problems  with  air 
congestion  during  the  operation.  There  were  numerous  helicopters  over- 
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flying  the  contact  area,  and  an  ARVH  contact  four  kilometers  southwest 
which  was  also  utilizing  air  support  required  coordination*  Eighteen 
tactical  air  strikes  were  flown  in  the  area,  despite  heavy  cloud  cover 
which  often  provided  the  supporting  fighters  with  special  problems  in¬ 
volved  in  low  altitude  bombing; 
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Persons  Interviewed 


Maaw 

Rank 

SSAM 

Job  Title  Unit 

Allmon,  Raymond  L* 

PFC 

512509989 

Machine  gunner,  Co  F  (Rgr), 
75th  Inf 

Anderson,  H.  Moal 

CPT 

331408190 

S3  Air,  2nd  Bn,  27th  Inf 

Avery,  Charles  P, 

SGT 

1 47447643 

Rifleman,  Co  F  (Rgr),  75th 
Inf 

Gunner,  D/3-4  Cav 

Begley,  Michael  R. 

SP4 

535480476 

Brown,  Wendell  L. 

CPT 

937585968 

FAC,  19th  TASS 

Creswell,  Charles  E. 

CPT 

314427609 

CO,  B/2-27  Inf 

Dobry,  Steven  L. 

SP5 

442509974 

Crew  Chief,  D/3-4  Cav 

Fagg,  Hamby  D. 

1LT 

442469797 

FAC,  19th  TASS 

Farmer,  Robert  E. 

MAJ 

125282025 

XO,  2-27  Inf 

Guth,  Richard  F, 

SP4 

534524581 

Sniper,  Co  F(Rgr),  75th  Inf 

Hack,  Monte  L, 

1LT 

266601405 

Pit  Ldr,  2/C/2-27  Inf 

Hall,  Colin  X. 

SFC 

404547317 

Asst  Ik  Ldr,  Co  F  (Rgr), 
75th  Inf 

Hat&ins,  Bobby  W. 

CPT, 

525824050 

FAC,  19th  TASS 

Heifcoer,  Dennis  B. 

2LT 

066361559 

Pit  Mr,  1/B/2-27  Inf 

Riga,  Gengoro 

1SG 

576381161 

ISG  C/2-27  Inf 

Hotchkiss,  Bruce  D. 

SP4 

562748683 

Rifleman,  l/C/2-27  Inf 

Johnson,  Roger 

W01 

526900256 

Pilot,  D/3-4  Cav 

Kempson,  Marcus  A* 

W01 

259823153 

A/C,  D/3-4  Cav 

Kordus,  Louis  C. 

MAJ 

'37430T545 

FAC,  19th  TASS 

Langland,  Kenneth  J. 

PFC 

326462633 

Machilaegunner,  Co  F  (Rgr), 
75th  Inf 

Lohwasser,  Ban  A.  Ill 

W01 

229682521 

Pilot,  D/3-4  Cav 

MacLeod,  John  B. 

erf. 

117340187 

FAC,  19th  TASS 

McCurdy,  John  D. 

MAJ 

516342557 

ADAO,  25th  Inf  Dlv 

Morton,  Philip  J. 

1LT 

484540262 

Tm  Ldr,  Co  F  (Rgr), 

75th  Inf 

0*Neill,  John  H. 

2LT 

349368232 

Pit  Ldr,  3/C/2-27  Inf 

Parsons,  David  S. 

1LT 

’448448418 

FAC,  19th  TASS 

Perez,  Steven  (MMM) 

PFC 

551781868 

Grenadier,  Co  F  (Rgr), 

75th  Inf 

Peterson,  Steven  J. 

2LT 

388466526 

Pit  Ldr,  2/B/2-J27  Inf 

Purdy,  Donald  B» 

SP4 

005544618 

Rifleman,  Co  F  (Rgr), 

75th  Inf 

Rennolds,  Stephen  D. 

Inclosure  1  to  incl  6 

2LT 

411789282 

Pit  Ldr,  3/B/2-27  Inf 
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Bodriguea-Colo®, 

Domingo 

Seay,  Samuel  ?• 

Schierbol*,  PaulC. 

Strand,  Kennetb  L. 
Stuckey,  Freb  B* 


locco,  PbUip  *• 
Tonelli,  D*  * 1* 

Valgren,  E* 

Weianer,  Cy  J.  „ 
uavHmis.  idria®  *• 


1SG 

SGT 

OPT 

wen 

SGT 

OPT 

V01 

MiJ 

1LT 

W01 
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£1686918  lSG»  B/ 

>60744262 

541486386 
516600662 
459785369 

374460466 
219524888 
523461450 
539429965 

.  /  I  CO  CL 


Rin«au>>  00  f 

75,t  “ 

$ii£4oo"  (M. 

75th  Inf 

filo».  »/3-i  ClT 

VC,  B/3-4  G« 

S3,  25-th  ®n 


XO,  C/2-27  Inf 

_ J  x  n /•»_/.  Ca 
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Supporting  Fires 


Artillery  Expenditures 


Mi 

M 

3t/B/2-77 

105ran  howitzer 

XT243293 

1  WP; 

27  Illumination 

D/3-13 

8"  howitzer 

FSB  Hampton  (XT417238) 

204  HE 

A/1-27 

1 55ms  howitzer 

FSB  Hull  (XT263380) 

430  HE; 

1  WP 

21/C/2-32 

8"  howitzer 

FSB  Hull  (XT263380) 

78  HE 

Total  Rounds 

Aviation  Assets 

74T 

Mi 

fltappari 

Co  A,  25th  Avn  Bn 

2  Might  Hawk/ day; 

17  flamefcaths; 

Command  and  Control  helicopters; 

Resupply 

Co  B,  25th  km  Bn 

9  LFT/day; 

2  Flareships/day; 
Resupply 

D/3-4  Cav 

3  LST/day; 

Lift  for  Rangers 

116th  AHC 

Lift 

187th  AHC 

Lift 

118th  AHC 

1  LFT  (2  April) 

US  Air  Force 

3  AC-119  (Shadow) 
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Tactical  Air  Strike* 


Start km 

Jteksc* 

Hat. 

Aircraft 

Unit 

ISutl 

i. 

2/1315 

2  A-37 

8th  Attack  Sqdn 
(Phan  Bang) 

4  500  lbd  napaln; 

4  500  lbd  HE 

2. 

2/1330 

2  F-100 

3rd  TIC  F.H. 

(Bien  Boa) 

4  750  ltd  napalm 

3. 

2/1345 

2  P-100 

35th  TIC  F.H. 
(Phan  Bang) 

4  500  lbd  HE  (High  Drag); 

4  750  lbd  napalm 

4. 

2/1700 

2  F-100 

31  at  TIC  F.H. 

(Toy  Boa) 

8  500  lbd  BE 

5. 

2/1810- 

1815 

4  F-100 

3rd  TIC  F.H. 

(Bien  Bon) 

8  500  lbd  HE) 

8  500  lbd  HE  (.025  eao  delay) 

6. 

2/1900 

2  F-100 

35th  TIC  F.H. 

(than  Bang) 

4  500  lbd  1!  (M&  £r*g); 

4  500  lbd  aai*%% 

7# 

3/1030 

21-37 

3rd  tlC  F.H. 

(Bien  Boa) 

8  500  lbd  BE 

8. 

3/1100 

2  F-100 

35th  tlC  F.H. 

(then  Bang) 

4  500  lbd  HE, 

4  500  lbd.  .napalm 

9. 

3/1300 

2  1-37 

3rd  TIC  F.H. 

(Bien  Ion) 

4  500  lbd  BE; 

4  500  lbd  napalm 

10. 

3/1300 

2  F-100 

3rd  tlC  F.H. 

(Hen  Hen) 

8  500  lbd  napalm 

11. 

4/1000 

2  1-37 

3rd  tlC  F.H. 

(Hen  Hen) 

4  500  lbd  HE  ; 

4  500  lbd  napalm 

12. 

4/1300 

2  F-100 

3rd  tlC  F.H. 

(Men  Bon) 

4  500  lbd  IB  (High  Brag); 

4  500  W 

*  Sea  nape  for  looattom  at  — feared,  atrlfce. 
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Strife 

W£Z 

Hu 

Ml 

(8u«) 

13. 

S/1000 

2  i-37 

3rd  TiC  7.V. 
(Bi«n  Boa) 

It  4  500  lbd  BB  (1  Dad) 

Si  4  500  lbd.mpala‘ 

14. 

V1200 

2  A-37 

3rd  TiC  7.W. 
(Biaa  Boa) 

It  4  500  lbd  BB| 

2  500  lbd  napala 

St  2  500  lbd  napala 

15. 

5/1630 

2  i-37 

3rd  TiC  7.W. 
(BL«a  Boa) 

4  500  lbd  BOB) 

4  500  lbd  napala 

16. 

6/0900 

2  7-100 

35th  TiC  7.V. 
(Than  Rang) 

8  500  lbd  BB  IDaiay  unttar) 

17. 

6/0930 

2  7-100 

31at  TiC  7.V. 
(Thy  Boa) 

8  500  lbd  HB  (Daisy  Oattar) 

18. 

6/1300 

2  i-37 

3rd  TiC  7.M. 
(BlsnBoa) 

4  500  lbd  BB) 

4  500  lbd  napala 
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